


DABNEY R. ALTAFFER
19 Sierra Vista Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85719-3846 - Tel: (602) 327-1783

December 16, 1991

Dear Milan:

Thank you for your letter of December 11, 1991, and for its
enclosures. Instead of completing the form you sent me I thought
I would enclose a copy of the Altaffer chronicle my father wrote
in 1968 since it includes a current table of descent of the members
of my family.

Very truly yours,

A
Dabney R .fltaffer




P.0, Box 222
Coram, Montana 59913-0222
Feb 28,1992

Dear Milan Altaffer;

Your letter of 11 Feb '92 to my Mother Larena E., Altaffer was forwarded
tp me by a brother, Mother is in a rest home now.

I'would be very interested to read this book you found that your sister
has made for Lynn Burton Altaffer, I am enclosing a book that I compiled a
few years ago, The families have paid 2.00 a copy to cover my cost of printing
and postage, I do not sell the many many hours of research and many more hours
in compiling the material., The pleasure and satiffaction are reward enoug h,

The first 26 pages were an origional book that a Altaffer compiled and
I had the good fortune to obtain. I assume that your GrGrGr Grandfather
William married to Leah (Letha) Pfifer) are the same ones as listed on page
28 of my book, Iy Grandparents are listed on page 34, My father is on
page 41, My Mother is on page 43. That is me on page 46.

T thank you for your interest in the family research, Flease writeme
after reading this book. Any comments are welcone.

Sincerely;

é%ﬂ%”/ 2L Z g lin

I also have since this book was printed the history of John Frederick
Altaffer son of Wm and Leah (Pifer) Altaffer, Brother to my Grandfather
Jacob, Also have material on one of John's sons Wilbur,

I have Civil war records of Issac M, Altaffer son of John and his 2nd wife
Sarah (Heisey) Altaffer, and the grandson of George and Catherine (xBushong)
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E WHO looks with pride upon this
history which his fathers have written

by their heroic deeds, who accepts with
gratitude the inheritance which they have
bequeathed to him, and who highly resolves
to preserve this inheritance unimpaired and
to pass it on to his descendants enlarged
and enriched, is a true American, be his
birthplace or his parentage what it may.
Lyman Abbott
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FOREWORD

I HAVE undertaken this work.primarily for my chnldrcn ‘
and grandchildren in the belief that they may in the
future be interested in knowing something of the lives of
their forebears who preceded them, and laboured in.the
vineyard of this world. I wished cspecn]lr to tell them some-
thing of the years in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, the
“Shanadore” of the Pennsylvania Dutch, the first settlers,
where our family lived for several generations, bcgmnmg in -
the 18th century. They may not beinterested in family .
history at present, but the thought has occurred to me that
if they preserve this record, they may develop such an .
interest and it may mﬂucncc in some degree for good,!:
their future. 1 myself can remember how little interested : -
in such matters I was when younger. I lived then. only
in the present and the future. It was only later that.l.
began to wonder what our forebears had been like and to-
have an interest in accounts of their lives. I began to see
my own life in terms of what theirs had bccn Gcorge
Elliot, the English novelist speaks of :

“The choir invisible of those immortal dc'td who lwc
again in minds made better by their presence.” . ;

And 1 sometimes think of our own forebears in the same
manner, feeling that they help guide and direct our own:
footsteps through life, and affording an influence for. good‘
that can never be estimated by us. . My aim, thereforef in:;
writing this simple account, is to indicate as best I can, with
the material at hand, the gcneral direction whence we: have«
come, in the hope that it may help thosc who comc aftcr m ‘
some way in the future.

In the beginning 1 should say that I can bcar witnes
to the fact that hitherto in our family little or no thought
has been given to the question of their prc—Amerlc:m national’
origin, and they never thought of themselves ds being?::
anything other than American. And this was quxte natuml i




inasmuch as they were more than two hundred years away
from Europe. In this period they had lived the lives of
pioneers in three different frontier communities, two of them
in the colonies prior to the Revolutionary War. It was the
life of the frontier where little time could be spared except
for hard manual work in making a living from the soil.
They were plain-living; poor, but not poverty-stricken for
a moment; rock-based in character and with good morals.
They were a line of people who had helped to break the
wildernesses, first in Pennsylvania, then in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia, and later in Ohio. In effect it may be
said that the chronicle of our family is part of the early
history of our country.

As a child, in my grandfather’s house, I can remember
that there were books to be found in strange places, on
closet shelves, in the attic, in a strange language. And, had
I known anything of German, I would have discovered that
they were what remained of such books our ancestors had
brought with them from Europe, all of them simple devo-
tional books. _

In the frontier communities where they lived there
were few, if any, organized schools such as we know today.
At best they were held for a few weeks in the winter months
when a teacher could be found. More often the community
preacher would hold a school during the winter months
when the work on the farm was slack. My grandfather,
who was born in Virginia early in the 19th century and who
lived to be ninety years old, did not learn to read until he
was twenty-four, when his newly-married wife, my grand-
mother, taught him to read. This never kept him from
reading later and taking an active interest in politics and
public affairs.

I make this preliminary statement to explain why
little, or nothing, was available in the way of information
about the origin of the family in Europe, and how it was
left to me, after many years residence abroad in pursuance
of my work, to inquire further into this matter. Following
up the small lead afforded by the tradition that the original
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emigrant to the American colonies had been Swiss, I
pursued various inquiries which finally showed me that
this was a fact. One of the indications, of course, is the
name itself.

-+ In the course of my assignment as American Consul
at Nogales, Mexico (1926—1931), when my name was in
the headlines of the newspapers in the United States, due
to some work I had done connected with the Mexican
Revolution which was brought to a conclusion in 1930, I
had some correspondence with a distant cousin, who it
turned out, had a great interest in the family genealogy.
This was Mr. L. B. Altaffer, a teacher in Cleveland West
High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for many years. He had
made frequent trips through Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
Ohio, assembling bits of inf%)rmation. This task was made
difficult and tedious by the fact that in pioneer days few or
no vital statistics were kept, with the possible exception of
land registration, deeds, an occasional death certificate, etc.
Another important help was the grave headstones in the
country cemeteries, where the family had lived. He even
made a trip to Europe in 1907, when he visited Switzerland
and southern Germany in an effort to gain a background of
the family history. In 1939, shortly before his death, he
placed at my disposal the greater part of his information
which is used in this work. The European background,
however, was gathered by me in the course of my offcial

" residence in Switzerland. This was greatly facilitated by

my transfer in 19373 by the Department of State as American
Consul at Dresden, Germany, to Zurich in the same
capacity. Perhaps by the turn of the wheel of fortune, or
could it have been through the higher workings of Provi-
dence, I received my assignment to Switzerland in 1933,
some two hundred and one years after our common male
ancestor, Friedrich Altdoerffer, landed in William Penn’s
colony in the New World, on August 11, 1732, the year of
the birth of George Washington.

Zurich, Switzerland
2 May, 1968

13




COAT-OF-ARMS TP

A Swiss family name of any antiquity has a duly
recorded heraldic bearings, or coat-of-arms. This family
name appears in the records of the Canton of Zurich for the
first time in 1331. The coat-of-arms is quartered in blue
and white as follows:

Ist quarter, a golden star;

2nd quarter, a blue plow-share;

3rd quarter, a bunch of blue grapes;
4th quarter, a half-moon in gold, lying.

The motto, in French, is:

“T’AI MA FOI TENU A MA PUISSANCE”
(Literally: “I have held my faith with (all) my might”.)
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FAMILY ORIGIN

The family name Altaffer, and its numerous variations
in spelling through which it has passed from the beginning,
dates from the Middle Ages when family names were first
adopted. !These family names came from a variety of
origins, i.e. patronymics, such as Jackson, Jefferson, etc.,
and from the names of places. The name Altaffer, as it
was finally anglicized in the United States with the passage
of time, is one of the latter. It was originally derived from
the name of the town of Altdorf, in the Canton of Uri,
Switzerland. -Uri is one of the original Swiss Cantons
situated in the high Alps, in the valley of the river Reuss,
leading from Lucerne to the St. Gotthard Pass, the con-
tinuation of which goes down into Italy. So far as can be
determined from public documents and historical records,
the origin of the family lies in this Alpine valley. In many
of the Swiss valleys, especially in the Alps, there are descend-
ants still from the original tribes of pre-history, who have
lived there since times immemorial. The Helvetians, as
successors of the Celts, were driven out or conquered by
the Romans, and later, in the gth ccntu?' A.D., these gave
place to the Allemani, the immediate forerunners of the
modern Swiss. The name Altdoerffer (Altaffer) indicates
one who in the Middle Ages was a native of the town of .

- Altdorf. It is the site of the William Tell legend, although

the average Swiss would vigourously maintain that William
Tell is no legendary figure. The inhabitants of Altdorf,
lying as it does on one of the oldest and most used thorough-
fares between north and south Europe, were scattered with
the passage of time in northern Switzerland, and even in
south Germany, both of these areas then portions of the

! Mr. L. B. Altaffer, who made an extensive investigation into the subject
early in the century states that he found about 30 different variations in
spelling in wills, deeds and other records. In the publication ‘' First Census of
the United States, 1783, State Enumeration of Virginia’’, under Shenandoah
County, the name appears as ‘‘Alterfer”. Under Rockingham County there
appear other variations in spelling.
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Holy Roman Empire. It may be said, however, that people
of this name had their ancestral origin in the Middle Ages
in Altdorf, which gave them their name.

The Canton of Uri became a fief of the Frauminster
Convent at Zurich in the.9th century, which brought about
a lively interchange of populations with the Canton of
Zurich, so that the name became one of the most frequently
heard in this area. In 1291 Uri, together with the Cantons
of Schwyz and Unterwalden, formed the league which
became the nucleus of modern Switzerland. Our first
ancestor who emigrated to the New World in 1732 was a
native of the Canton of Zurich.

16
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Social Conditions in Europe at the beginning of the 18¢h

Century — the Reformation — the Thirty Years War.

Reasons for Emigration to Penn’s Colony in America.

Our ancestor who emigrated to Penn’s colony was an
Anabaptist. I have found no first-hand evidence to confirm
this statement, however, all of the social and political
circumstances surrounding his emigration point unmistak-
ably to this. His movements, so far as I have been able to
trace them, both in Europe and in the New World, followed
the pattern laid down by the Swiss Brethren who were then
making their exodus in large numbers to America, so it
seems certain that he was one of them. Anabaptist (re-
baptiser) was a name applied in scorn to certain Christian
sects, including the Swiss Brethren, the Mennonites, and the
Amish. At that time they were prominent chiefly in
Germany, Switzerland and Moravia. They formed the
radical wing of the Reformation. They advocated the
separation of church and state, refused to bear arms, and
believed in the absolute brotherhood of men. The Ana-
baptists openly separated from the Swiss Reformed church
i Persecution was not slow in coming and soon
the death penalty was uscd against them who wished only
to follow the New Testament as closely as they possibly
could. Several thousand were put to death by drowning,
fire and sword. The Anabaptists took seriously the New
Testament command to love one’s enemies, and not to
take revenge under any circumstances. They were the
forerunners of far-reaching social reforms in modern times.

The religious and social effects of the Reformation,
taken with the political and economic effects of the Thirty
Years War(1618-—1648),coming asthey didsimultaneously,
had far-reaching results in Europe. 'Whatever benefits the
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Reformation may have brought to the world, religious
toleration was not one of them. In Switzerland, the
persecution of the Swiss Brethren drove a number of them
to leave their homes and go down the Rhine to the German
Palatinate, or to Alsace in France. The Thirty Years War,
with its ruin and death, left both the Palatinate and Alsace
greatly wasted, and with a seriously reduced population.
This induced the governments of both these areas to invite
persecuted groups to settle in their lands, offering them
special inducements to do so. The fines, imprisonment,
exile, and at times even galley slavery on Mediterranean
vessels, until the 18th century and beyond in Switzerland,
caused the Swiss Brethren to seek refuge abroad. The fierce
persecution of the Brethren in 1671, and again in 1709,
caused an exodus of many of them to the Palatinate and to
Alsace.

Consequently, when the English Quaker, William
Penn, opened up his colony in America to people of all
religious faiths in 1682, it was not long before the Swiss
Anabaptists began to turn their eyes to the New World.

Beginning in 1710, thousands of Anabaptists of Swiss
origin poured into southeastern Pennsylvania, some from
Switzerland, some from the Palatinate, all alike called Pala-
tines by the colonial record-keepers. The Swiss Brethren—
an estimated 2,500 of them, crossed the Atlantic, for the
most part between 1710 and the Revolutionary War in
1775. They came to escape the persecution and poverty of
Europe, as well as its wars.

Perils and Hardships (y‘ the Atlantic Crossing

The perils and hardships of the journey, over land and
sea, are of course apparent; some of the immigrants died on
the long voyage; many arrived sick. The sailing ships of
those days were on an average of three to four hundred tons
deadweight, and were mere cockleshells, as compared with
modern iron -ships. Sometimes they never reached their
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destinations, but were lost at sea.? In those early days the
prevalence of terrible conditions on ships was confirmed,
particularly on west-bound ships. The congestion, filth,
foul odors, disease, and lack of proper facilities for preparing
and eating food often took heavy toll of lives, as already
stated. Only the hardy survived the voyage in many cases.

As for the trip down the Rhine from the Swiss border
at Basel to Rotterdam, Gottlieb Mittelberger, who himself
made this trip in 17 §0, writes in his *Journey to Philadelphia
in the Year 1750", as follows:

‘““This journey lasts from the beginning of May to
the end of October, fully half a year, amid such hard-
ships as no one is able to describe adequately their
misery. The cause is that the Rhine boats to Holland
have to pass by 26 customs houses, at all of which ships
are examined, which is done when it suits the conveni-
ence of the customs house officials. In the meantime the
ships with the people are detained long, so that the pas-
sengers have to spend much money. The trip down the
Rhine lasts therefore four, five and even six weeks.
When the ships come to Holland, they are detained
there likewise five to six weeks. Because things are
very dear there, the poor people have to spend nearly
all they have during that time.” :

It is evident therefore that a combination of strong

- influences must have been necessary to get the tide of

emigration started to overcome the inertia of the emigrant
and drive him into the uncertainties and dangers that beset
a journey across the sea, and lurked in the wilderness of
the New World. They left their native lands, not for

I Professor 1. Daniel Rupp, in his ‘‘Collection of Thirty Thousand Names of
Immigrants to Pennsylvania 1727—1776" mentions a ship of 300 tons which
was cast away on Block Island, Long Island Sound, on December 26, 1738.
This ship had sailed from Rotterdam in August 1738, with 400 Palatines for
Philadelphia. An exceedingly malignant fever had prevailed on board, due
to unsanitary conditions, and only 105 persons landed on Block Island. All
the others, 295 of them, including the Captain, died during the course of the
four month's voyage. Upon landing, furthermore, 15 of the survivors died,
reducing the number to 90.
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economic reasons alone, but chiefly because of religious
persecution, poltical oppression, and/or military outrages.
Such forces always move the best classes. These emigrants
came when the facilities for travel and transportation were

. -.. At a minimum, and when the perils of the undertaking were

at a maximum. Let us hope that their descendants will
never lose their love of liberty and love of virtue that burned
in their bosoms and that drove them forth in the face of
danger.

Emigration of Frederick Altaffer to Penn’s Colony—
Oath of Allegiance to King George I of England

Frederick Altaffer, our first ancestor to arrive in the
American colonies, came from the Canton of Zurich. The
ship’s list of the ship SAMUEL of London, Hugh Percy,
Master, from Rotterdam, last from Cowes to Philadelphia,
contains the names of two hundred and seventy-nine passen-
gers landing on August 11, 1732, among which is found the
name of Frederick Altdoerffer (or Aldorffer, as it is incorrect-
lyspelled)’. Upon landing in Philadelphia he, together with
the other adult passengers, were required to take the
Oath of Allegiance to his Majesty, King George II of
England. He was at that time twenty-five years of agez2.
He settled at Quitaphila, which was the original name of
the settlement later g)rming the present city of Lebanon in
Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. He thus became a member
of that heterogeneous body later known in our history as
the Pennsylvania Dutch. This was comprised of Swiss
and German Anabaptists, IMennonites, Amish, Moravians
and related groups.

1 See pages 60, 64 and 65 “‘Pennsylvania German Pioneers” by Ralph Beaver
Strassburger, Genealogical Publishing Company, Baltimore, Maryland.
See also *‘A Collection of Thirty Thousand Names of Immigrants in Pennsyl-
xlfna'from 1727 to 1776" by Professor 1. Daniel Rupp, 1931, Degener & Co.,
ipzig.
2 Notes of L. B. Altaffer.
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Quaker and Quaker-Associated Groups,
and the Puritans

As has been shown, the Swiss and Germans who fled
to Penn’s colony in the 17th and 18th centuries were the
protagonists of the Reformation. While: little is said of
them in our American history-books, they perhaps did as
much or more than any other religious group in colonial
times to contribute to the American Protestant heritage.
The beginning of the German and Swiss emigration to
America may be traced to the personal influence of William
Penn, who in 1677 visited the Continent, and made the
aquaintance of an intelligent and cultivated circle of Pietists
and Mystics, who revived in the 17th century, the spiritual
faith and worship of the Dominican mystics Eckhart and
Tauler in the fourteenth century. In this circle originated
the Frankfort Land Company, which bought of William
Penn, the Governor of Pennsylvania, a tract of land near the
city of Philadelphia, later to become known as Germantown.
Soon after their arrival some of these became united with
the Society of Friends. One of them, Francis Daniel
Pastorius, in the year 1688 drew up a memorial against
slave-holding, which was adopted by the Germantown
Friends. This is noteworthy in history as the first protest
by a religious body against Negro Slavery.

Pondering on the fact that the contribution of the

" Quaker, and associated groups, in Pennsylvania, had not

received the recognition in American history that it deserves,
especially as compared with the Puritan of New England,
the poet Whittier wrote a longer narrative poem entitled
“The Pennsylvania Pilgrim”, which called attention to this.
In the introduction to this little volume he writes:

“The Pilgrims of Plymouth have not lacked
historian and poet. Justice has been done to their
faith, courage and self-sacrifice, and to the mighty
influence of their endeavor to establish righteousness
on earth.
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Such forces always move Trne best classes. These enigrants cane
“when tne facilities Tor.travel and treznsportation were at a mini-

mum, and when the perils of the underiaking were at a2 maximum,
Let us hope that their descendants will never lose their love of
literty and love of virtus that Turned in their bosoms and that
drove trem forih in the Tzce oI danger.

Emigration of Frederick Altaffer to Pern's Colony--

Oath of Allegiance <0 XKing Ceorge 1l of England

Frederick Altaffer, cur First ancestor to arrive in Americen
colonies, came from the Canton of Zurich., The ship's list oI the
ship SAMUEL of London, Zugh Percy, Mester from Rolterdam, last
from Cowes to Zniledelprnis, contazins the names oi two nundred and
seveaty nine passengers _znding on August 11, 1732, among which
is fourd the names or Fralerick Altdoerifer, (or Aldorifer as it
is icorrectly spelled) < Upon landing in Pnilidelonia, he, to-
getner with the othér adull pessengers, were required to taxe the
oath of Allegience To nis Valesitly, Xing Ggorge 11 of Erngiend. He
was at the Time tTwenty-Iilve years of zze. HZe settled 2t Quita-
philas, wnich was the orizinal name of the settilement later rorming
the present city of Lebanon in Ledearnon County, Pennsylvanis. =
thus became a member of that heterogeneous body later kxnown in cur
history as the Permnsylvania Dutch. This was comprised of Swiss
and German Anabaptists, ¥ennonites, Amish, Moravians and related

groups.

1 See pages 49, &L and 65 "Pennsylvania Germen Pioneers" by Ralph
Beaver Strassburger, Genszlogical Publishing Company, Baltimore,
Maryland. See alsc "a Collectbon of Thirty Thousand Names oI Immi-
grants in Pernsylvenia from 1727 <o 1776" by Professor I. Daniel
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Rupp, 1931, Degener and

o. Leipzig.
2 Notes of L. B. Altaffer

(Note from Eleanor Altaffer Franklin's searching:)

The following information was obtained from page 559 of the DooX
"fhe Alderfers of Americe, History and Genealogy" by Helen Alderfer
Stanley.

FREDERICX ALDORFER btorn 1707 and died 1745, arrived at the port
of Philadelphia on 11 Augz. 1732 on the ship SAMUEL from Rotilerdam,
by clearance from Cowes (on the English coast) under the command of
Ceptain Hugh Percy. A check-in-the.Pa.-German Pioneers (Strauss-
burger-Hinke) Vol. 1, pages 60-65 shows that Frederick Aldorifer,
who arrived in . 1732, was 25 yr. old, he qualified before the members
of ~the Provincial Council at Philadelphia aznd apparently setiled
among .the. Germans in the vicinity of Lancaster. TFurther records
indicate some time later he.setftled on Quintobahilla .Creek, JTegbdanon
Twp. Lebanon Co. This .farm.is.near:Annville, a short distence from
_ the city of Lebanon. -He:married Margaref..... and it appears that
‘he and his wife joined the Church:ofsthe:Brethren-at:Conesiogasy un-
der the Eldership of Michael Frantz who served Irom 473%:to 1748.




The records oI the chwrch zhow tThat a2 Fredericx Altcerfer wase
‘baptized-there in 174k, <{n 22 Feb. 1745 letters of administration
were granted to Margaret vwidow and relict of rredericx Aldorier,
late of Lebanon Twp on Ailcrier's estate {(mcorded in Lancaster Co.
Adm Book F. They ned 2 scn also riamed Freceric,

»FREDERICK ALTOZRFFER {25 mzny oI tThe descerdznis of i Temily
spell the rame) was Dborn iar 1742, Levenon Two., (Larcast oW
Lebarcn County, Was The scn of Frederick and Vergaret 41& Ter
menticned avove. He settled on & farm rear Meuvrertown, Shereandcan
County, Va., He died 12 izr, 1818 rear Meurertown. =His pleace of
purizl is saild To have Dbesn ecross Ihe rced Irom the house ztous
a2 guerter of a mile southwsst, there is rvo fombsiona 2ut ire DdDleace
was marxed by Three lccusT Trees. e wmearried 1st on 7 Apr 1765 <o
Wegdalene Acker. He merried 2Znd, 13 Nov. 1E06 Weglzlens Jaccobs.
(Recorded in Shenendoah County warrizge 2cox 2 pg. ¢0) Children
2ll by the -1st wife;

Jorm born Fed. 1L, 1779

George vorn 242 Narch, 1772

Salomie btorn 27 ¥Marcrn, 1776

Quaker end Quaker--Asscciated Groups, and the Furitans

As nas een shown, The Swiss and CGermans who fled to Zern's
colony in the 17th and 1c%ta centuries were the protegonisis of the
Reformation. While 1ittle is szid of them in our imerican history-
books, Trhey perhaps 4ld &s much or more Than any other religious
group in colonizl times tc conirivute To the American Frolestant
“eritage. The tegirming of the Germen znd Swiss emigration in
America may De traced To Ihe personegl inflvence of William Pern,
wno in 1677 visited the Contirnent, and made tne zcgueintence of zan
intelligent and cultivated circle of Pietists and Nystics, who re-
vived in the 17th century, the spiriiuel fzith and worshipn of tre
Dominicean jStiCS Ecxhar®t and Tauler in the 1&hth century. In :
¢ircle originated the Frenkfort Land Company, which tought of
Pern, the Covernor of Pa., a tract of land near the city of F!
delphia, later to become xncwn as Germentow Soon aiter the
arrival some of these became united with the yociety of Frien
One of them, Francis Daniel Pastorius, in the year 1688 drew
memorial zgainst slave-holding, which was adopted by the Germ

ir protest

town Friends. This is roteworthy in nistory as the T
by a religious Dody against Negro Slavery.

Pondering of the fzct that the contribution of the Quaker, and
associated groups, in Pa., had not received the recogrition in
Americen history that it deserves especially as compared with 3
_ Puritan of New England, the poet Whittier wrote a longer narrat
fpoem entitled "Dhe PennsyWYQnﬂa Pilgrim", which called attention
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e@k@ gfolklowingrsent®iosEleanorsbyad eni Sele Nt s oy
CRETs will Tecorded in Wiil 3ook "X" on pages L36,437, & L38 o

the «Snenandoah :County~Will B0o0Ks an“uooqsVOCK’MSQEﬁgggggaﬂ;Quﬁfy
slirginiaxCourinouse,

This is copied s closely as possiblie o originel. Touble "3" is
given as "FS"- The Germzn way of writing it- so rezd "GLAFS" as
"GLASS", etc., Wnen a word is underliined or with a (?) follewirg
it, I was in Coudt &s To spelling of Ine original word.
The wiTI, as copied in trhe Will 200X, lacked a "Thirdly'"-only
oy see_“g the original will could it be lezrred if tnis weas )
an onmission in copying - or a mistaxe by "Frederich'.
. [3 1] ['] 1 3 [ ] . 1} s L] . . * 3 L] [ 3 L] L] . [ ] . [ 3 . L[] . L} [ 1] 1] 1) (] .
(Will of Frederick Altdoerifer)
In the name of God e derickx Altdcerifer of the Couniy
of Shenzndozh, Stzte iz, calling %o mind the certainty
of aeaun, and the un wnen it will happen and teing of
sound ﬂlwd end memor To T2 To God, <o thirx Droper To
maxe this my lasvt wi tement, wnich I do in the Iollowing
marmer,
first) I direct that 2ll my just dedts and funeral expencss ve
paid out of my perscnal &statle,
secondly) I give and begueath To my dbeloved wife Magdalere A1%-
doerfier, for herself end ner Heirs, one norseue’33, TWO COWS,
two hogs, two swarms of dYees with hives, whichever she may maXe
choice of out of my SbOCA, two beds, bedstezds and furniture
thereunto belonging, 21l her and my wearing avparel of every
xind, and all linen, Clczh, th_ead end yarn on hand, a Tursau,
one table, Two walnut chssts, six chairs, 21l of ner own c¢cncosing -
a wool and flzx wheels end check Reel, her saddle, bridle, zand
szddlebags, my kitchen cupvoard with all its contenis and 23 much
of the rest of my Xitchen Furniture, including plates, Disres,
cups and saucers, Knives and forks--and other (?7) as she mzy deen
necessary for her use icr ‘ousekecning, a looking glafs two Iflat
Irons, two Glafis tumblers, two stem Glafses a testazment & =z HZym-
book. Also I give ©To ry szid wife for and during her naturel life
my Clock and Case as it now stands in my house, my tenplate stove
with pipes my looms and 211 the Gear thereto Delo“c ng.‘ Ore ax
a wheelbvarrow, a pitchfork, dungfork and dunghoox, Cownoe Garcen-

hoe & shovel .and Iron wash kettle, a shovel plough and gear for
one horse for ithe plough, a hendsaw, drawing knife, meat Chcopers,
a Hatchet, Scythe hammer end Anvil, Rakes a grind stone, six
mealbags, my baskets, vinegar barrel with vinegar, two tizht

(°° or light) barrels, two washiubs, an iron wedge, a pair of fire
tongs and shovel, a pr. of Sfeelyards iwo candlesticks & snuifers,
candlemoulds, four bottles, a morter and pestle, four Cow Chains,
a half bushel messure., ¥y said wife shzll also have all the grain
“hay feed and fodcer thet may be con hend at the time of my deain

to her own use. All -thsse articles herein given To my saild wife
are not to be appralsed but to De given to her Dy my Executors

I_J
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herein after nemed she narsing her recelpt Tor the same she shall
z1sc have during ner natural 1ife my two. hemp or Flax hatxels (?)
end two seives--
fourthly) I give znd Tecueath To my son John Altdocerffer Tor nim-
self and his Heirs, my surveying instruments, end everything
theéreunto belenging, my snglisn 3idle, a rifle, shot pouch, &
pcwderhorn, e brczdax znd one hundred znd Tifty dollars in wmeney,
he being my oldest son.
fifthly) all my persornal estate rnoT herein Dbefore otherwise Te-
gueathed (excep ting my wheat fan (?) which shall remain in my
Tarn) shall be ecually divided in three parts. The one part
trhereof, 1 give to my szid wife, iagdalene Altdocerifer, the other
pert I give to my son Jocrn Altdcerifer and the third part I give
o my son Ceorge Litécerifer, TOo €zch of them I give their rescec-
tive shares Tor themselves and thelr Helirs, with this Froviso
ailways that if my sald scn George Alidoerifer snall well and
truly take in 2 peaceztle menmer what 1s nerein Tegueathed o him
end that neither ne or zny of his Tamily shall give my said wife
eny urmecefsary troudle molestation or unezsienels nor unbraid
rer on account of anyining in this my lzst will and testament
contained, otherwise thnzt share ocut ol my personal estate heredy
beQueauned 10 him shall go to nis children and not to him.
Sixthly) I will z=d direct that my rezl estate consisting of wmy
lznd and plantaticn wherzon I now live beirg the lznd I ricw cwn
eand am pofsefced of in the szid Ccunty of Shenrnendczh shall ©

zin

sold by my Executor hers after named as soon as conveniently
mzy pe after my Death to the best advantzge of my heirs, subdject
always to the dower of my wicow. Frovided my csa2id socn John
Altdoerffer consents o have it sold, but if he consents rnot <o
such sale, then the said lznd shall pe divided into two paris Ihe
one part thereoi I give and cdevise to my said son John Altdcerffer
for nimself his heirs znd zfsigns forever always subject 1o the

dower of my widow during her natural life, the other part of szid

lend I give and devise to my said son Ceorge Altdoerifer For nhim-

self his heirs and afsigns forever subject. always to tne cdower of
The

my widow during her nauural 1ife and do will znd direct that
dower of my widew cut of my land shall include all thre 0417c;rss,
the two wells, mezdows and orchards as follows, DbDeginning at a
hickory sapling corner i6 Jjohn Hawn and my land, thence along
Havn's and my line with a2 middle fence To a Whlue oax 1nuer=ecb1n5
a middle fence in my lands, thence with the last mentioned fence
riear a graveyard in a northeasterly direciion towards Martin
Black's nearest corner zs far as said fence goes thence from said
~fence to said corner, thence with said Black's line to. a white
.oak and hickory (the hickory down) Corner to Andrew Bushong land
and thence with my original line to a white ocakx (fallen down)
~ corner to. said qunong, John Copp and me, thence with.the original
.- 1lirievto a. pine.lin said Copp' s clearing,” thence with said Copp s
-and’, mymllne4to tnesbeglnnl g uo be her: dower: 1n%1ulliout 01 oy

l




et 3he{iand’shoulé“be‘divided

Seventnly) If it shall sc heppen in

2s aforesaid, I will end ZirecT that the puildings,“the Two wells,

mezadows end orchards shail Te in T my-son.gohn Alucoerz;e 's pari

as it is laid oif in 2 pizit mede by me according to my bpest

mezn‘ng and intention. 4ind if my son George Alicoeriler consents

not in a peaceable and culiet merxier To this zart ol my lest will

end testament, then that snare or vart heredby given &and devised

to0 him is not tTo go to nim but to nis lawiul reirs--zrd i

the land snould te sold =3 aforereniiocned, I do rneredy enpower

ry Executor herein after remad to make gocd convevence (?) <o

the purcnaser or purcnagers Tngredrl --

Lastly) I do heredy constitute my friend Heary Hecxman Jnr. )

(son in law of Abrahem Zeydler Sr. (?) executor of This my lasth

will end testament, nerety revoxing arnd disernulling 21l and

every other will or wills oy me made, declaring this and Tals

only to be my lest will zxd ztestament. In witnefs where of I

have hereunto set my hend znd sezl the Tfifth dey of Novembsar

in The year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixieen.
Frederick Altécsrifer (Seal)

Sigred, Sealed, pudblished & declzred Ty

the avove rnamed rredericx Altdoerifer To

be his last will & Testemznt in the
presence of us
Szmuel R, Bader
John Boehnm -

A% a Court held for the Ccunty of Shenandoah on Monday <he 1itn

day of Meay 1818, the last will and Testament of rredericx 21%-

doerffer, dec'd was produced ©o ine Court end proven by th2

oaths of Szmuel R, Bacer zxnd Jonn Zecehm wiitneises thereto zrd

ordered to be recorded zrnd on the motion of Henry Hecxmen Jr.

the executor theresin named who maede affirmation according o

law and entered into bond with Jecod Huddle Jr, and Samuel

Kerrnis Senr. (?) (Sr.) his sscurities in tne firnal sum of

thousand dollars. Conditioned as the law directs. A ceg

Tor obtaining a probat of the sald Will in due form is &

him,
Test, Williems, Ct. Shen., C. (?)

-
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(Notesfrom Blearor Altaifer-Franklin!s searching-;-)
Trhe Tollowing informaticn was obtained Trom tne DooX “The-
Alderiers. Oi. America,. History and Genealogy" oy Helen Alderier
Stanley. -Copyrignted. 1972, page 560, Helen Alderier Stanley
is 2 descendani of Frredericx Alterier who arrived on the ship
SAVUEL on 17 Aug 1733. ¥Z=z is velieved To Te z cousin to our
iire. Copies of the pagss were sent To Wrs. Frenxlin Ty Janis
Pzrnke descerdant of Cecrze's (b Mar 1772) dazughter Sarah (Solcrea)
# JOHEN ALTDOERFZR (Altefier) was born 1h Fed 1770, Yaurertown in
nerendoan County, Va.; Trne scn of Frecdericx Altdoeriier and

Vazgdalene Acker; Gied Jan 1639 a1t WMiddeten, Columbiana Co. Ohio
Ye was Turied in trhe Cermzn Reformed crnurchyeard; the grave wes
rnot marzed. Wnen the yarld weas taxen un Ior sSTUreev pUrposes,
the body was rnot lifted =1nd so a sireet or tullaing covers ine
grave. re married 13 Sept 1789 to iary XOFP (Cope)-{(Copp) Torn
in Pa., died 9 Cct 1847, =re was ithe cdaugnier of indrew Copp.
Apparently before 18C9, <he family moved Irom Virginia To the
Onio %erritory, in what l1s now Springiield Twp., &rnd settled on
farmland purchased from <he U.S. CGoverrment., John Aldoerfer is
recorded as Justice of Fszzce in the year 1E09, Sprinrgfield =Twp
Columbizna Co. Apparentiy most of the children were Torn in Va,
pus merried later in Ohic, (MNerrizges recorded Springfield Twd.,
Columbiana Co., Chio) Trey nzd eight children:

Jorm merried 21 Oct 1818 Eleenor (piles) Fyles

George married 16 Sezt 1610 Wary Aliman

Rebecca merried.,.,.Siidzll '

Elizabeth (Retsy) mzrried 31 Dec 1811 Joseph (Xernal) Xarnnells

VMary Werried 18 Sept. 1825 Simon Cope

Sarah T*arr:Leci 12 Sepv., 1617 Jeorn Lower

Eve merried 1st....Stratton 2nd ...Crockeit

Szmuel ©Dorn 10 Apr 1610 merried 3 times.




The Quaker Pilgrims of Pennsylvania, seeking
the same object by different means, have not been
equally fortunate. The power of their testimony for
truth and holiness, peace and freedom enforced only
by the unresistible might of meekness, has been felt
through two centuries of amelioration of penal severi-
ties, the abolition of slavery, the reform of the erring,
the relief of the poor and suffering,— felt, in brief, in
every step of human progress. But of the men them-
selves, with the single exception of William Penn,
scarcely anything is known. Contrasted, from the
outset, with the stern, aggressive Puritans of New
England, they have come to be regarded as a “feeble
folk” with a personality as doubtful as their unrecorded
graves.”

Whittier takes spirited exception to this and seeks to
- call attention to this situation in his poem, the ‘“Pennsylvania
Pilgrim”.

As a body the Pennsylvania Dutch have been a highly
respected group, many of them later having reached posi-
tions of culture and affluence. Benjamin Franklin esti-
mated their number to be about a third of the population
of Pennsylvania.

Outside of the main settlement around Philadelphia,
the Swiss Brethren pushed out into York, Lebanon and
Dauphin Counties. Such names, in the Indian-Pennsyl-
vania Dutch vernacular, as *“‘Canestogis”, “Tolpehokin”,
“Quitophilo”, ‘“Mannakesie”, and ‘‘Shanadore”, which
were of settlements beyond their original borders, later
became well-known in our language as Conestoga (in
Lancaster County), Quitaphila (in Lebanon County),
Tolpehoken (in Western Berks County) and Monocacy
(in lower Berks County). “‘Shanadore” was the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia. They once marked the outposts in the
time of our ancestors as the pioneers pushed back the frontier
of our country.
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A Frederick Alterfer (also spelled Alldoerfer in two
other places in the ship’s papers), eighteen years of age,
arrived one year later in the same ship, the SAMUEL, on
August 17, 1733. 'He came by way of the Rhenish
Palatinate, as did so many others of the Swiss emigrants of
that time. ~There is good reason to believe that he was a™”
cousin of our common ancestor, Frederick Altdoerffer.
He became an indentured servant upon landing in Phila-
delphia to pay his passage and later settled at Salford,
Montgomery County. He was the progenitor of the
numerically large Pennsylvania branch of the family who
have anglicized their name as “Alderfer”.2

The name Altaffer occurs fairly often in the State of
California, as I discovered when I was American Consul at
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. These are the descendants of
John Altaffer, (1770—1839), a brother of my great-great

randfather, George Altaffer. A younger son of the
%orcgoing, also named George, went to California during the
gold-rush in 1849 or 1850. He had a large family of
boys.3

1t Records of L. B. Altaffer.
2 Pages 106, 110 and 112, *'Pennsylvania German Pioneers,, by Ralph Beaver
Strassburger, Genealogical Publishing Company, Baltimore, Maryland.

3 Extract from a letter of Mrs. George Moore, née Altaffer, Canfield, Colum-
biana County, Ohio, also a descendant of said John Altatfer. Date of letter
June 9, 1929.

23




STATIONS ON THE JOURNEY IN THE NEW
WORLD

The “West” in Colonial Times—The Valley of Virginia

One of the important outposts of the Swiss Brethren
was the settlements in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
The Tidewater region and that part of Virginia east of the
Blue Ridge Mountains had seen the earliest English
- settlement in America. In 1716, an expedition under
Governor Spottswood over the Blue Ridge advertised to the
world the rich back country, known then as the Valley of
Virginia, or Shenandoah Valley. In a letter to the London
Board of Trade, dated August 14, 1718, Governor Spotts-
wood said: “The chief aim of my expedition over the Blue
Ridge Mountains in 1716, was to satisfy myself whether it
was practicable to come at the (Great) Lakes”. It was a
delusion of the time that the Great Lakes and Canada were
just a little beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains, and many
attemps were made to find a “northwest passage” through
the mountains to them!.

Following Spottswood’s expedition to the Shenandoah
Valley, there was a migration thither from Pennsylvania,
and from Europe, which eventually changed the character
of the Colony. The “West” now appeared in American
History. The “West” as it was conceived in Colonial
times was the Shenandoah Valley. It was settled originally
almost exclusively by the so-called Pennsylvania Dutch,
small farmers, immigrants from Pennsylvania, prior to 1748.
The causes that brought these people from Pennsylvania to
Virginia were chiefly economic, though race prejudice
growing out of the close association of heterogeneous

¥ J. W, Wayland, “The German Element of the Shenandoah Valley”, page 7.
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" county in the State of Ohio.

nationalities, and real or fancied neglect on the part of the
Pennsylvania Government, may have contributed to the
same effect.! But the Pennsylvania Dutch, having passed
through the stressful period 02, their history, wanted land for
their children. In 1732, they could buy land for between
6 and 7 pounds per 100 acres in the Shenandoah Valley,
which was cheaper than they could buy land in Pennsylvania.
Samuel Kercheval, in his ‘“‘History of the Valley” placed the
value of the pound at that time at 3 pounds equal to 10
dollars (modern).

In 1749, a group of Virginians interested in Western
lands formed the Ohio Company. But before the French
and Indian War in 1756 the land beyond the Ohio River
was claimed and fought over by England and France. It
was still largely the vast unknown, inhabited by savage
Indian tribes, and would-be settlers did not venture there.
It was still another fifty years before this territory was opened
up to general settlement.

The westward trek of members of our family in suc-
cessive generations followed that of the traditional pushing
back of the American frontier. It began in eastern Penn-
sylvania, then moved further west in Pennsylvania. Then
it proceeded in the order named: (1) western Virginia;
(2) beyond the Ohio River in Columbiana County, Ohio;
(3) Rome, Richland County in north central Ohio; and
finally in 1848 (4) Williams County, the northwestern-most
And significantly enough,
this was the westward rout customarily used by the Swiss
Brethren.

Royal Grant to Baron Fairfax

In pre-Revolutionary times, Baron Thomas Fairfax was
the owner, by inheritance from his grandfather, Baron
Culpeper, Colonial Governor of Virginia, of the land be-
tween the Potomac and the Rappahannock Rivers, known

t Wayland, “The German Element in Shenandoah Valley”. Page 22
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as the Northern Neck of Virginia, consisting of over five
million acres. The Virginia Colonial Council claimed the
right to make grants of substantial areas in this territory,
and it did make a number of such grants, where individuals
undertook to bring in a stipulated number of settlers.
Lord Fairfax, however, ignored the rights of these settlers,
claiming that the privilege to convey lands to settlers in the
Northern Neck existed in him alone. Conflict of opinion
existed in the courts for upward of fifty years, however,
caused by the reason of the general caveat entered by
Fairfax. The localities where the towns of Woodstock and
Maurertown eventually developed, where our family settled,
comprised land belonging to Fairfax.

In 1742, Fairfax moved to the Shenandoah Valley,
where he built “Greenway Court”, near Winchester. He
was the only resident peer in the colonies. Though loyal
in sentiment to the King of England, he went unharmed
during the American Revolution. The State of Virginia
canceled his proprietorship in 1785, five years after his
death.

Removal to V. irginia

We have seen that Frederick, the original immigrant
to the New World, upon his arrival in Penn’s Co%ony,
settled at Quitaphila, 1n Lebanon County. He married
Margaret, whose maiden-name it has not been possible to
learn, in 1741. He and his family lived there until his
death in 1745, at the age of 38. His son, also named
Frederick, was born in 1742 at Quitaphila and lived there
until about 1766. In 1766 he married Magdalene Acker,
shortly afterward going to ““Shanadore”, as the Shenandoah
Valley was known to the Pennsylvania Dutch!. The
reasons for the removal of Frederick and his wife to Virginia
were probably chiefly economic. The settlers in Lebanon

' J.W.Wayland, “The German Element of the Sheanandoah Valley’ records
that there were some 20 different ways of spelling “Shenandoah’’. My grand-
{father, Jacob, who was born there, always called it *‘Shanadore’’, although he
did not speak a word of Pennsylvania Dutch.
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County, Pennsylvania, were attracted to the Shenandoah
Valley at that time because it offered good land at a low
rice. :

d The route used in going to the Valley from Lebanon
County, Pennsylvania, crossed the Potomac River above
Harper’s Ferry. The “road” consisted only of blazed
trails of the Shawnees and Tuscaroras and other Indian
tribes. These lead like threads through the maze of the
virgin forests. Into this uncharted realm came the Penn-
sylvania immigrants. They settled at a point approxi-
mately thirty miles south of Winchester,! near the town of
Woodstock, which was beginning to develop there. Four
miles north of Woodstock they cleared a spot in the forest,
which was to become their farm. More then fifty years
later this became the site of the village of Maurertown.

Frederick Altaffer acquires Land from Lord Fairfax

The Deed Book, DD, page 103, dated April 10, 1824,
of Shenandoah County, at the Court House, Woodstock,
Virginia, shows that the first tract of land owned by Freder-
ick Altaffer, was sold to him by Lord Fairfax on September
19, 1770, and comprised 142 acres. In 1796 he acquired
two additional tracts adjoining, 164 acres and goacres, some
218 acres in all. This land is now occupied by the north
part of the present village of Maurertown. :

It was here that their two sons were born to Frederick
and Magdalene Altaffer — John in 1770 and George, later
to be the founder of our line of the family, on March 23,
1772.

7 Woodstock, in early times, was doubtless very near
the heart of the Pennsylvania Dutch communities. It was
established on the land of one, Jacob Mueller, and was first

1 The novelist, Willa Cather, a native of Winchester, and a descendant of
settlers of colonial Virginia, has written a novel of the customs and manners
of the Shenandoah Valley, called “Sapphira and the Slave Girl”, the locale
of which is this region where our family lived. Our family line had already
departed for Ohio, however, when this story takes place.
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called after him, Muellerstadt, i.e. Millertown. Mueller had
come into the Valley sometime prior to 1742, and had
settled near Narrow Passage, a few miles above the site of
the town. He bought about 2,000 acres of land and in
1761 laid out on a larger scale the-village that was already
named for him. In March of that year the Virginia
Assembly passed on Act which incorporated it and decreed
that it should be called Woodstock, after Woodstock in
England.

Marriage of George Altaffer to Catherine Bushong

George Altaffer was married at Woodstock on Decem-
ber 2, 1794, to Catherine Bushong of New Market, a

" descendant of John Bushong, who had come to Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania, in 1719, probably from Alsace,
later moving to the Shenandoah Valley. Their “bondsman”,
as the groomsman was called in those days, was her brother
John. Their son, John, my great grandfather, was born
at Woodstock in 1795. In modern times this area, with
its center at Winchester, has become one of the great
apple and fruit-producing regions of the country.

The Mukhlenberg Family

It is perhaps of interest to relate here that in the immedi-
ate vicinity of Frederick Altaffer’s farm was the farm, which
was settled two years later, in 1772, by Peter Gabriel
Mubhlenberg, later well-known in American history. Muh-
lenberg, of Pennsylvania Dutch origin, born at Trappe,
Pennsylvania, a young man then 26 years of age, settled this
farm. He had been educated for the Lutheran ministry at
the University of Halle, Germany, and he came to minister
to the small frontier settlement at Woodstock, 9o per cent of
which were Pennsylvania Dutch of the Lutheran and
Reformed confessions. Our ancestors belonged to the
Reformed church and were members of the congregation of
this little backwoods community. :
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In 1776, young Muhlenberg assisted in raising a
regiment of soldiers in the Shenandoah Valley, later becom-
ing its Commanding Officer, noted for its services during the
Revolution. In January 1776 he preached his famous
sermon-in-the little church, dramatically throwing back his
robe and displaying the uniform of an officer in the Contin-
ental Army. He served with distinction throughout the
war, attaining the rank of Major General. He was present
at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown. The
Mubhlenberg family lived on their farm near Woodstock
during his absence in the Army from 1776 to 1783. This
home of its first pastor, who gained fame in the service of
his country, was later acquired by the church, to be known
as the “glebe” farm. The church is now known as the
“Old” church of Woodstock.

Connection between the Valley, Alexandria and
Washington

Very early in the history of the Valley numerous mills
for the grinding of wheat, corn and other grains were
built on watercourses. The famous mill on Opequon Creek,
a short distance from Woodstock, was one of them. Many
of the Pennsylvania Dutch, who settled on watercourses
built mills, large or small, and harnessed the streams for

ower. To these mills the farmer would haul his grain,
especially wheat; and it was by the sale of his surplus flour
that most of his money was obtained. With his load of
flour, supplemented sometimes by several hundred-weight
of bacon, the master of the farm would mount his saddle-
horse and with his wagon drive off to market: sixty miles,
eighty miles, or more than a hundred, through great forests
and over unbridged streams to the nearest point on the
James River; to Falmouth or Fredericksburg; to Alexandria;
or to Washington. There were certain necessities of life
that could be obtained no nearer.

In this connection I should mention, as showing the
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site of the town. He bougnt about 2,000 acres of 1znd and in 1761

1zid out on a larger gscale the v1llage that was already named for

him. In March of that year the Virginia “sseﬂoWy passed on Act

which incorporated it and Zecreed that 1t should bte called Woodstock,
ol Vel

after Woodstock in

-+ - Marriage of Georzgs Altafier o Catherire 3Zushong

George Alitaffer was =mezrried at Woodstock on December 2, 1794,
to Catherine Bushong of New Markxet, a descendant of John Zusnong,
vwrno nzd come to Lancaster County, Pernsylvania, in 1719, prokﬁbe
Trom Alsace, later moving tTo the Shenandoanh Valley. Their "vonds-
men" as the groomsman was called in those days, was ner brotrner
Jorn. Their son, John, my great grandfather, was born at Woodstock
in 1795. In modern times this arez, with its center at Winchester,
has become one of the grezi zpple and fruit-producing regions of

the couniry.

George Altdoerffer (g;taffer) was born 22 Marcn 1772 near
Vezurertown, Shenandozh Ceo., Va. He died & Mar 1847 in the Town
o7 Shenardozh in Ricnland County, Onio. He married lst on Dec.2
1764 in Shen¢ndoan County, Va. To Cathrine Bushong; daugnter oI

John and Elizabein :uslo*g. Treir children were: Jonhn, rlizabeth,
Sarah (Solona), iary, Frederick, Wwilliem, and Jacob.

"A co County, Ohio, 17
18L7 rezds: ALTZORET LE) 3 Jaruary 1EL7
To Son Jorn, $1.00
To dzughters Elizabeth Hisesy a2nd Szrah Sormanstine, 81.00 ezch,
To dezughter Mary Keister, zil my clzinm and interest in **d <o
the following two claims: Thne orne zgzinst Jzcob Hawn & wWm. Tapd
To ‘Elizebeth Altdorier, cCzughter of decezsed son ~rcaerlck, $l 00
To son Hilliem, proceeds of rfarm, veing 90 zacres, west guarter,
rortheast quarter, ssction 34, township 23 range 18, now owned by
Jacod Cline; ©real aznd personzl eszzte,
Executors; John and Willism Altdorfer.
Witnesses; Samuel 3. Liter, Williznm Burns,

The Wunlenverg remily

It is perhaps of interest fo relate here that in the immediate
vicinity of Frederick Altaffer's farm was the farm which was settled
two years later, in 1772, by Pefer Gabriel KMuhlenberg, later well-
¥nown in American nistory. Muhlenberg, of Pernsylvania Dutch origin

born at Trappe, Pernsylvaﬂla, a young man then 26 years of age,
settled this farm, fe nad veen educated for the Lutheran “inistry
at the Universiiy of Halle, Cermazy and became a ninister to the

-small frontier seutle“ent at voodsboc", 90, per cent of which were
,Pennsylvanla Dutch of -the TLutheran and Reformed confessions. Our

ancestors belonged to the Reformed church and were members of the
congregation of this little backwoods community.

- . -ro - — - T . . —
In 1776, young Nuhlenterz zssisted in raising &
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soldiers in the Snhenendoah Valley, later becoming its
Officer, noted for its szrvices during the Revolution ITn
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1774 ra prezched nis Tamocus sermon in the little church, 4



Geo and Magdalena (Acker) scn William is the descendant of the Wyo.
and Wis. Altaffers and the i mation gathered on hinm is feund -
beginning with page 28.

sert here a otrief his
scendant Jenis (Mrs.
g the Altderer lirne 7
lp To me in sharing her

o0 in
of‘their dadanter MALONA (Sa2=aH
) Pannke of Chicago has teen
ny years eand has been an inva
rmaticn.

SALONA was married 8 May 1&zd to Joseph Francis Sormnanstine. He
was.born 1802 in Shenzndocanh Co., Va., the son of Dr, Jcseph F.
Sormanstine znd Catharine Zozemzn, He was the oldest of 16 children.
.Joseph rose in the ranks during Lme Civil Wear from Frivate to Najor.
Two of nis brothers were also in this war, all on the side of the
North. Records show Josepnh 7. Fought in the Shenrnandcezh Valley of

Va, OCne cen no*der if he wzs fighting zgainst cousins (Sonnanstine,
Altdoerffer, Bushong) or if n cught in or near his grandpzrents
in Shenandoah Valley. ‘

Their son Joseph F. B. 9 S=pt 1830 in Colombiana Co., Ohio wes
married 13 Jan 18533 in Richlznd Co., Ohio to Julia Caiherine Hackett.
She was born 4 Tec 18532 in Tryden, N.Y. the deughter of Elon Hacketit
and Wary Bowlby. There wers 7 children. The 4th child a girl weas
the next descendant.

Anne EZliza Scnnenstine was married 22 Oct 1879 in WcCo**estilTe,
Ohio, to Francis James Bigelow. He was 3B, 27 Sept 1852 in Honeoye
N.Y. He died 2 July 1928 in St, Joseph, Missouri and was the scn
of Jonn Benjamin 3igelow and Maria Stout. There were 4 children,
The youngest son the descendcant

Wilber Francis Hinmen Bigelcw Sr., was married 20 Oct. 1918
Helen Irwin in Covington, nentucxy. He was B, 26 Jure 1897 in
Nevada, Mo. D. 19 June 1G€8. Helen was born 3 Feb, 186 in Deyton

Ohio the daughter of Otho J. Irwln eand Mary Xirchner. They have 5
children, the 4th next descendant.

1. Robert Donald 3 1 XNov. 1619 D, 2 Nov. 1919

2, Wilber H. Jr. B 8 Dec. 1920 Dayton, Ohio

3. Marvin Charles 3. 21 Aug. 1923 " " M, Maxine Hoffmamn
4.,%Janis Aline B. 21 Tec. 1924 " " M, Harvey L. Fahnke
5. Norma Corine B, 4 Euz. 1929 Camden, N.J. M. Robert Bcwer

#Janis was married 24 Sept 1247 in Watsontown, Pa. to Harvey L.
Pzhnke., He was born 12 Mar 1925 in Chicezgo, Il1l1l. the son of
Louis Pahnke and Elsie Ditimann., They have 2 sons:

1 Xarl Irwin 3, 14 June 1654 in Chicago
2 Eric Ross 3., 10 ¥azr. 1957 in Chicago
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Finaliy, I would iixz To e&nd this account on a rather pnilo-
c0pnﬂc riote, wnich does rot neve a bdearing on our family alone,
out on Taﬂlly life in gereral., FHaving seen z great deal of lirfe
cver a 1ong pericd of yeers, 1 em concerred i the increasing
erosion of the influernce ¢ Tre Tamily in mcdlern 1ife. £nd this
1ittle chronicle is in ouT & small way my endeavor O 0Dppose tnhis
cevelopment, sy calling a%=ention o The inmdividuzls and Tamiliies
in our own PAST TO Wnom we owe much. 3y our solidariiy with then
we are do;ng our part, evsn inough a small ore, to cpzecse Ine ‘
tendercy towards the atomizztion oI scciely into lormely, rootless
individuals, czused by the de-personalization, which lezds o the
de-humanization (if I may Ze permitied o coin a new word or Two)
of 1ife, orough® 2bout vy molern tecnnical and mechanical cevelcop-
nents. In do‘_a so;, we zrs rnelyirg, even in small cegree, <O
stem this subtle inTluencs.
TLEANOR ALTAFSZR FRANXLIN would like o zCd a perscral rnote nere.
In Sept. 1668, Janet Younz, a Iriend of hers went on & trin thru
Furope. The Following is zexen from her notes, wriiten when she
spent a nignt in Altdors, Switzerland. (See¢ reference vo Alidort
on page 3 )
"We continued through the ilps--such deauty--narrow valley and
towering peaks with new snow; lovely chalets and Tezutiiul Tlowers
It is just like one Ihinks of Switzerlend., We stopped for =ne
night 2t the edze of Altders, Switzerland--the legencdary nome oF
William Tell! We are just at tnhne Foot or Lake Lucure., TLrere are
two chapels near and it was lovely listenirg To their chimes.
Just across IThe laxe zare 7. tez<s., Our motel is old, ous very
typical and very clean. ve Tzen ireated very courtecusly
and tne lady here speaxs isn a5 most educeted Swisspeople co.
We hzd dinner on a clossd, =wo story rorcn and served in Itne very
genieel style of the old world., ror the Iirst time sirce going
to Italy, we feel relaxed and iruly enjoying ocurselves.”

R
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Tollcwing erticle was sent to Zlearor altalfer Frenxlin uy
. Harold Shiffler., 1z, Shiffler is the daughter-in-law oI
evh 3 ard Zve (Xeller) Sniffler.
Vs, Russell mentiorei is a sister o Joe. Jce's parentis
Joseph Shiffler and Crerlotte Altalffer. (she is a sister of
cop Altaifer)
' Ticnezr Chi 20 Aug 1640
To whom it mey corncern I will give you a triefl history of the
Altaffer family., £s I zecollect Irom my mother and wnat 1 got
Tron ithe records 2T WCo ccx Va, while I was there in 1EG8.
Now tThe Altaifers moved Irom Nerylend prior to the mevoluticreary
Wer znd settled rnear e Tccx Va. ¢n & large plentaiiorn owrned oy
George Alteifer; a wealn T.Een. n~e wes a greav, greel a: Ther
of mire. He was z Tory & suprorter or Xing Gecrge : erd.
He hed z number oI sons were loyal To the Repudlic., N eorg
Alteffer, his son znd T v znd 2 sorns Jomend william moved To
Columbiena Co. Chio., Al dzugniers and Théeir hustands alilso, in
1828, wnere tney lived fcr z numcer of years, then moved 1o Rich-
izrd Co. Orb, wnere they zzaved unstil 1chy, When . Jonn William
and ¥rs. Jesepn 3ysey cems To williiems Co. Cnio and setzled in
Jefferson Township on “fzrms. 1 am the oldest grerdson of John
Altaffer and your moiner wzs the oldest child of Williem Alzaifer
(Charlotte); where Jonn =, zreandiatner died in 1861, Willien
moved to Michigen in 1864 end later to Cley Co. Xenses for a srhert
while, then ceme btacx erndé dled on nis Tarm in Ambey Vichigan. The
Altaffers were very early emigrants from Burope and talxed tre
Germen languzge.
There is some Alzzifers sz in Va. 2nd quite a distent
relatives There yet when I s in Va, I mel qui o1
them there. There were nice people. Now lrs. X is
all from memory. 1 am 92 yeers old and as I hzv bl
nistory I trust this wili Te saztisfactory.

0]




=0 ALTDORFER eand
ATHRINE BUSHONG
m is unkrown. Trne dezth certificate

wadueS nlS?age«at“ﬁlS"QCGVQQHaS%gg A LSt e elalate e 3, ug <)
making the year 1806. Hewsver the 1880 census reccrds S )
age a5 72 yrs. mexing nis dirindate 1808, All cdocumen :
,placeiaSrVa. From Tre article on Tage z7 We can assune
stocx in tre County of Shenancoan.
Thne Following informaticn nas teen gatnered Irom CenSUS recorcs;
land, tax records, etc. ~
George and his family meved to -Columbdian-County-Onies-drom.Shenan-
doen - Jalley “Va.-pefore 1520 as trey ere on thefl8207census rin

Columoian Co.

Iard records snow george tougnt lznd in Columbiana Co., Onio in
1808, 1827, 1823, 1333.
The 1840 cerisus records srow trne Femily in Richieand Co., Onioc;
zgain confirmed by earticis on rege 27,
In tre bookx "History of =ichlernd Couniy, Ohlo" Dy Greanam on pege

00, we read; Shnenandozh (fhs fcwn in Richlarnd Co.) was iaid ocus
on "Bell's Trail" in the Scuxrhezst pert of the Townshlip Ty Wwilliam
znd George Altorfer (roxe spelli:g) cn tne southezst gtr of Seciion
2L in Jure 18L4L, Altoriers were ircm Srerandoah Vailey, Va., nerce
the name of the village.
George died in 1847, so wculd nave teen around 70 yrs, old anrd
William around 4O,
Varrizze records ¢f Richlénd Co Crhio records tns merrl
Altdoerffer (note spelling) to Lez Pifer 21 Cct 1838 (
rnusband's probate papers Lezh Alteffer in 1863)
A11 records were nand wriiten end often hard To read or cciying.
The 1032 papers of Leanh's Patrer's (pzagze 30 ) will states Lesnh Alt-
doerffer a daughier lived in Riley Co, Xansas. Article ol reagze

says uncy moved to Clay Co. Xs. Did they live in two TFarms in X377
or was on misinformation??

- —
Ty

The 1860 .Census records of William Co. Onio, Jefferson Twp states
William Altdoeffer.a-farmer. wife Leah and children: e
George; Jonn; Catherine; ZEliza; Martha; William; MNary: Mar (tﬁige?)
Olive. '

In the 1870 census for Hillsdale Co Lmboy Twp Michigan lsts wl‘l_au
(2again as a farmer) and children (On this census rame was spelled
(Altaffer) Wlll“au, VMary, Olive, Jacob E. Nancy :

Willizm Sr.'s son Jonn zrnd his wife Nancy and children were liste
vnder another household. Jonn weas spelling his name Altairer.

1

[oN

')

In the 1880 census, for Hillsdale Co. Amboy Twp Mich. we again Tind
dwllwaw Alltoffer aS a fzrmer, nis wife Leah and son: Jacobd =. listed

-as.farm:laborer. His son Jonhn and wife eand children and.CGeorge and
wife; no cnllaren were ‘listed, under separate nOuSEhOldS. 2oTnh tres
toys spelled the nzme Altalfer. 0live was not-listed telling us
she. aled betiween 1870 and 18680. Aunt Epma rememders Ler fatner Tell
of ner deatn as 2 ycung zirl ir Hillsczle ¥Mish. hlLlS”ale Co.,Amtey
tVQc ) Lean's dezin cerzificate gives the date as 26 ¥ay 1869 in
Hillsdale Co., AmDOY TWD.

]
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e : o A a D A mae oA
The 7zollowing icn in tne =z=attier ©0i Trne estaits
-

< 0T William Alltal

STATE OF MICHIGEAXN
County of Hillsdale 2X0ZA7TE COURY ©0Xx SATID COUNTY

In The matier oF trne ZTstete of Willilem Allteifer deceased,
your”petitioner would resczeciivlliy represent To itne Court Thaw she
ig interested in szid estz<e 25 widew oI said deceased; trat szid
Ceceased deperted thnis 1ifs 2t his residence in the Townsnip of

» Amboy. in.the County of Hillscale and siate of iichigan on the 3lst
day ofjAugust 1883 leavirg no last will and testement as ycur peli-
tiorner is inTormed and verily telieves., 7Inat salid desceazsesd wes, at
trne time of his deazh, an innediZtant of, or resicdent in sald Couniy
of Fillsdale and wes possesssed o real end rerscnal sstate situazte
arnd being in sald count of Zillsdale znd elsewnere To e acministered
and that the’gstimated value of the sersconal e€staie tne sum oI

. Seven Hundred dollars, zni ¢of the realestate The sum of Tweniy-
Tour Hundred dollars or Thersatcutl as your reiivicrner is informed
ar.d verily btelieves,

And your petitioner furiher represents, resi=
derice and relatiocnship To The ceceasead, of of seiad
decezsed and OTneEr perscons interesied in sz LT Tewi-
ticrer is informed end btelisves are &s roll
Your petitiorer wicow of Ambo
Saranh N, Zouersox davgnter =égeston, ul
Suszn Culbertson " Zuleski (7)

Cherlotte Shifiler " smooy, Mich,
George Allitaifer son " '

John 113 1" 11 i
Catherine Snyder deugnier Xiley Co. Xenses
Eliza (Lyde) Crow " Razusom, Mich (writing rot clear
Vartha Con verse " Amboy, Mich. on civy)
William E., Allzeifer son Riley Co., Xerses
Christina Harmcw devgnter  Amboy, iich,
VMary 0ldfield " Vontecaliu Co.iich.(writing rot
Jecod Alltaffer son Lmooy, Wich. clear)

There was a duezgnier Olivia wno died young so was notT listed ¢cn
this paper.)
Your petitioner tnerefore or
this petition and that due n
interested, by an order o7
~ weex Tor three successive we

ays that a day te Tixed for hearing
rotice thereol te givcn to all persons

the Court Culy publisred orce in each

exs, in such newspaver zs the Court

shall direct, and that edministration of said estate may te granted
to your petitioner or some otrher suitable person, and that such other
and further order and precs edlrgs may be had in the premises as ray
be required Ty.The statutes in sucn case made and provided.

Dated Hillsdale Sept Ltq 1883 Signed Leah Altaifer (note she used
R A NS o Cr - Xletier L‘wn11e in zbove it was
spel“ed with. 2=L's)?“'

JU).’.
(Dd(l)




The avove named petitionsr teing cduly sworn, say that she ras

heard the Foregoing petizion oy her signed and xnows the contents

thereof, and that the szms is irue of her own Xnowledge, excedt as

to the matters therein stzted on rer information and beliel, and o

those matters snhe telieves tnem To be true.

Subscribed and sworn beicre ms at Hillscale tnis &4ih day of Sept A.D.
igned Geo &. Jares ©protate regisier
0I tTne publisher o tThe newsparer the
r.otice was published For the reguired

To tne 16th of Oct. The notice itsel?

.07 be read.

The following is a copy ¢l nenéwritten paper on The protazte of

William Allvoifers estats. Wrere tThere 1is * it indicates a word

that I wes unable To rezl.

The paper on the session ¢ The zrobate court of County of Hills-

dale on Wed tre 10th of CctotTer 1883, Judge of trhe Frovate Oscar

A, Jzmes.

Tnis oeing the cay zssigred oy this court for rearing the teti-
tion of Lezh Allitaffer praying trat an administraier may ©Te aprointed
on the estate of szid cecszsed. Now comes tTne said petiticner and
is appearing to the cours Ty due prcof on file, that a ccpy of the
order of this court ¥_ <Ine nearing of sald petition made cn thne
tth of Sept last pzst, rnes oteen Guly pudblished as in saild order di-
rected, and after a full nhezrirng upon said petition i furiher
satisfactorily appearing <hat the szid deceased last dwelt in and wes
an inhavitent of &xvoy in sa2id cocunity and is now deceassd, That I
gaid William Alitaifer wzs seizad end possessed of real ard personal
estate and Teing in said county of tThe value of Thirty-five nundred
dollars or Tr=re adout To T2 administered; Trnat 1T i1s necessary that
an administrater snould ts zrppointed upon said estate and That Lezah
Alltaffer of Amooy in said couniy is & competlent arnd suitebls person
Tor that trust. It is ordered and decreed by tre court ncw here
that the said Lean Alliafiesr te znd is appointed administrairix of
the estate of said decezsed.

Lnd 1t is Turther ordered that John Draxe znd hHernury Russell
of said county be and are zproinied a&s two zppralissrs to apgraise
the estate of szid deceased,

It is further ordered That thne adminisiratrix be allowed orne
year Tfrom this 10th day of October_ * in which to disperse of tne
estate and pay the debis of the sald deceased,.

And upon the application of the said administiratrix and after
careful examination and nearing had thereon, it is further ordered
that an allowance of 2 hundred dollars be znd is nereby made Io

the support of the widcw end children constituting the family o
said deceased during the progress of the administration of said

estate. &nd it is further ordered that six moniths from this szid
10th cday of Oct.__* ©be zllcwsd Ior creditors to present their
claims against sald estate for examination and allowance znd that

V-

James H. Baker eand John Dra!
and adjust all such claim

e azppointed_* To receive, examine
ains said estate.
0 ,
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1
1850
4 Oct. 1894
N 3T about 1866 & died at age of 9 mo.
'fMll;gp 3. 6 Sept. 1899

JACO3 FLiER ALTAFFER wes torn 23 Aug 1863 (we assume in iy

! Co. Chio; Jeiferscn twp =3 nis parents were 1listed trnere on the

% 1260 census recordés),
On the 1870 and 1&L0 census records of Hillsdeles Co. Amtoy twp,
Hillsdale, Mich. nhe is 1isted with nis parents &nd Trotners and
sisters. Cccupaticon in 1220 a3 a fern laorer. rFe was tall and
slender.
Jzcob end Lilly iay Furrzy were married 1 Aug 1883 on the Nurray
nome pleace, Skidmore, Yo. She is the Caugnhter cf Cecrge Veshing-
ton NMurray and Jergaret Z. Grarhem. She was bor 8 Aug 18€6 in
Wilton Co., I1l. Iilliy Xzy is the Cih generaticn of our immigrant
ancester, Jonathen Wurrew wno came 0 The colconies Irem Scotliand
in 16635 and settled in Zzst Guiifcrd, Cenmn., when ne was 20 yeers
oid., The Boox "The Zescerdents oI Jerathen Murray oI zZest CGuilifcerd,
Corn.", compiled end edissd vy Willlam 3. Yurreay ccnizins tne com-
plete Nurray Clean HAistory.
Tre couples oldest child was tern in Clezy Center Xarzas & d
in Witechita, &47h cn Murrzy nome dlace znd 5th in Colo. gi an
irdication &s 10 ncw Thney moved arcund. ne Told his chil cf
ncw hot and dry iT was in Xanses those years,
Tren Jacocb was se&ction Toss cn the ssouril Fecific Fellrczd a3
Arlington, Colo. ©Later iivsd in Sheridan LeXxe, Colo. ard fuller-
ton and Table Zockx, Nebtr. 7Then To Kcorcroit, Wyo. where he Tiled
on homestezad land. "Jexeg" wes the Iirst postimaster on rine Ridge
zrid started trne "0ld Tims Seitlier's Ficnic", an anrual alfsir nheld
every summer &t the Devil's Tower,
The Devil's Tower is ths first Naticral WMounment (1S06) and cne of
the most uniqus geological Termations in the worla., A tall Fiuzted
volcanic rock rising up 1,280 ©t. e-ove trhe Zelle Iecurcre Xiver,
renging from about 1z mi. zround at trhe base 1o ztout § mile around
a2t the Top IT cen ©e ssen Irom trhe Ircnt room o the rerch nouse,
In 1921, they lefT Wyo. zxnd moved To Winter, Wis., There ne acted
as a guide <o sporismen ard built ezrth dams. This land of meny
lzkes and abundarce of wild game was "hom TO This zrcent hunter
and Tisherman. They livsd there the rest of their lives., She
passed away in Sept. 1957 and he in March 1938.




foregoing custom rather intimately, there is in my possession
the old personal Account Book of my great-great grandfather

who signed himself, “George Altdoerffer of Shenantoah -

County and State of Virginy”, covering the period 180§—
.1835.. The sheets are yellow with age and the faded script

is in ink written with quill pen. The accounts are in

“lawful money of Virginia” between 180§ and 1818, and
they are in United States dollars thence forward. It
appears from this that the colonial currency in pounds,
shillings and pence prevailed in Virginia, at least in the
frontier communities, until well into the 19th century.
It is shown in this old account book that Alexandria was
then the nearest market town, some sixty miles distant,
where the members of the family went by saddle-horse and
wagon to sell produce and to make necessary purchases. A
few items taken at random, showing the scale of prices and
the customs of the times, are such entries as follows:

1805 To a pair of calfskin shoes 12 shillings
To making 1 pair trousers 1 skilling 6 pence
To 2 bushels sault (sic) .. 14 shillings

1 pound 16 shilling

1809 By 1 trip to Alexandria ..
3 pounds 6 shillings

By 2 trips to Alexandria ..

1822 To 6% gal. molasses from
Alexandria .. .. $3.18

1830 To weaving 40 yards
cloth at 10 cents per
yard .. .. .. $4.00

Service of Fohn Altaffer in the War of 1812

The records of the War Department in Washington
show that John Altaffer, at the age of 19, served in the War
of 1812, as a private in Captain Samuel Colville’s Company
of Infantry, 6th Regiment of Virginia Militia.

Three years after his demobilization, in 1817, great-
grandfather John, at the age of 22, was married to Catherine
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Haas. Jacob, their son, my grandfather, was born at
Woodstock on December 9, 1824. Shortly after his birth
his mother Catherine died. John Altaffer then married a
second time to Sarah Heisey, born November 7, 1803. 1
recall that my grandfather always spoke of his step-mother
with affection as he said that she had been very good to him.
I, personally, knew as a youth briefly, only Isaac, my grand-
father’s half-brother, who had been an Army officer in the
Civil War, and Ellen, Mrs Longenecker of Bryan, Ohio, a
half-sister. Ten children were born to John Altaffer and
his first and second wives.
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BEYOND T_HE: OHIO RIVER IN OHIO
Columbiana and Richland Counties

After 1830, with the removal of the Indians from Ohio
by the Federal Government, there was a great rush of
migration into Ohio. However there is evidence in the
Court records at Woodstock, Virginia that already early in
the 19th century, certain members of the Altaffer family had
moved thence. The Deed Book T, page 284, dated April 7,
1812, shows that John Altaffer, the eldest son of Frederick,
born at Woodstock in 1770, together with his wife, Mary,
née Kapp, had already moved to Fairfield Township,
Columbiana County, one of the eastern-most counties of
the State of Ohio.  Frederick, the father of John and George
who had acquired the land holdings at Woodstock from
Lord Fairfax, died in 1818. The (g,ourt records at Wood-
stock show that his heirs, John and George, did not dispose
of their land holding until April 10, 1824, for approximately
$5,000.1

It was not until about 1836, however, that great-great
grandfather George, with his family, including great grand-
ather John and his family, also went to Fairfield Township,
Columbiana County, Ohio. Collateral lines of the family,
descendants of the two Fredericks, continued to live in
Shenandoah and Rockingham Counties in Virginia, from
whom are descended the Altaffers in the Shenandoah
Valley. My grandfather, Jacob, was 12 years of age when
the family left Woodstock for Ohio. They were there only
a few years and then moved on some hundred miles further

“west, where they settled on a farm near the village of Rome,
Richland County. But both of these stops could be regard-
ed as but temporary, as the ultimate destination was the

1 It should be recalled, of course, that our present dollar is worth but a
fraction of what it was in a frontier community in 1824.
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area further west, the Maumee Valley. At their very
threshold was the vast territory calling to the young and
adventurous to seek their fortune.

Removal of the Indians West of the Mississippi

Indians roamed northwestern Ohio at will until 1830,
when the United States Congress decided to offer them an
exchange of land west of the Mississippi River, and move
these tribes there. They were principally of the Potto-
watomie and Ottawa tribes, large and powerful tribes who
were the original owners of the land throughout the Maumee
Valley. The Maumee River extends from the Western
end of Lake Erie into the eastern part of the State of
Indiana. The Bill removing the Indian tribes was signed
by President Jackson on May 28, 1830. This was the
signal for settlers in Pennsylvania and Virginia, and for
immigrants from the Old World, to make a rush for this
virgin land. During the administration of President Van
Buren (1837—1841) an effort was made by the State of
Ohio to settle this rich and heavily wooded land and special
inducements were offered new settlers.

Construction of a State Road |
In 1834 the State of Ohio had authorized the laying

" out of a road from Maumee, on the Maumee River near

the present city of Toledo, to West Unity. At this time this
road was the only mode of access to this region. The
people were forced to clear their way through dense forest
at all times without the substantial food necessary for the
support of the hardy frontiersmen. Captain Williams, as
superintendent, residing at Maumee City, and the Hon.
Ambrose Bierce! of Perrysburg, surveyor, with the necessary
help, chain and axe men for the clearing of the trail, com-
menced the survey in August 1834 of this State Road.

1 Father of Ambrose Bierce, the well-known American author and journalist.
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Trail's End—Settlement in Williams County

Northwestern Ohio at this period became known
among the new settlers as the “El Dorado of the West”.

It is not surprising, therefore, to find our family among the

new arrivals. In 1847, the then head of the family,

George Altaffer, my great-great grandfather, died at the ° “

age of 72. He s buried in the cemetery at Rome, Richland

County. Shortly afterwards, the remaining members of B

the family, consisting of John Altaffer, my great grand-
father, his wife Sarah, and his children, including my grand-
father, Jacob, set out for Williams County, where they
arrived in 1848. They traveled by way of the State Road,
the only mode of ingress into the densely forested country.
On June 13, 1851 great grandfather John Altaffer purchased
from one, Miles Carter, who had previously acquired it from
the U.S. Government on March 16, 1837, two hundred and
forty acres of land in Jefferson Township, Williams County.
This is described as “‘one hundred sixty acres in the south-
west quarter of Section 14, and eighty acres in the south-
east quarter of Section 14 of Jefferson Township”.! The

price paid for this tract of land was $1,500. It was buta

nominal one established to attract settlers as quickly as
possible. In comparison, it may be of interest to mention
that the present value of good Ohio farm land is $500 an
acre. This would bring the total value of this land today
to well over one hundred thousand dollars.

Beginnings in Williams County

A small, faded certificate before me records that my
grandfather, Jacob Altaffer and Sophena C. Bauman were
united in marriage on April 26, 1849, by the Reverend
Rogers Salter at Lafayette (later Pulaski) Ohio. My grand-
father was then 25 and his bride 21. Their wedding
pictures, in a small velvet-lined case, are on silver-gilt
framed daguerreotypes, then but lately introduced into the

! Letter dated March 27, 1967 from the Recorder of Williams County, Ohio.
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U.S. from France by Samuel F. B. Morse. She is attractive-
ly, but modestly clad in a dark finely-striped dress of the
fashion of the period, her smiling face confidently looking
out on the future. He is tall, dark and well-made, and
something of a beau in black jacket, with plaid waistcoat
and flowing bow tie. [ recall that he was tall and straight
when he was an old man past ninety. v
The clearing and breaking of virgin land, such as
existed in Williams County in 18451, was a task of such
magnitude that it is difficult properly to estimate it now with
all of the aids of mechanics and technology that have been
developed since then. It was a task to test the strength and
courage of this little group of people. With the single
exception of the State Road already mentioned, there were
no roads, only Indian trails, and no bridges over streams.
It took a week to go to the nearest flourmill at Maumee.
Their only shelters were hastily thrown-up log houses, which,
especially in winter, became very damp. The land was still
undrained and without tiling, and the frequent swamps were
pestilential with ague, a type of malaria, brought about by
the clouds of mosquitoes. Al of the early settlers suffered
from this disease. Qther diseases, such as ulcerated throats
and diphtheria, resulting from damp housing, were common.
My grandparents lost two children within three days of
each other in 1863, from diphtheria, and another from the

same disease in 1864. In 1866, an infant of only a few
* days died. The family was thus reduced within two years

by four children, which was a heavy blow to the parents.

John Altaffer, my great grandfather who served to
bridge the period from the Shenandoah Valley, and who
laid the foundation of the family in Williams County, died
in 1860, at the outbreak of the Civii War. My great

randmother, Sarah, who was also a native of the Shenan-
doah Valley, lived until 1869.

A log house was built on the 240 acre tract big enough
to accommodate the two families. Soon, however, log houses
and barns were built on each 80 acre tract. Upon the
death of great grandfather John, two of the eighty acre
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tracts were left to Isaac and John Junior, half-brothers of
grandfather Jacob, who inherited the main, or southwest
80 acres of the tract.

A church, of the denomination known as the Reformed
Church in the United States, was organized shortly after
the arrival of the family, who donated the land for erection
of a church building. = A substantial brick church, known
as the Bunker Hill Reformed church was built somewhat
later. Thearea of these farms was known as “Bunker Hill”.
My grandfather, Jacob, was “converted”, to use the collo-

.quial term of that day, at the age of 19, and was a leader in
the activities of this church all his life—in his later years—
the Presiding Elder. Near the church, a one-room school,

- the Bunker Hill school was erected, which served the
~ neighborhood for many years and furnished primary educa-
tion to all the children of the family. It also served as my
own initiation into school life later when I lived temporarily
with my grandparents, after my father’s death.

Bunker Hill, the area of the family farms, was about 3
miles southwest of the village of West Unity, mentioned
before. It was probably named for the village of Unity
in Columbiana County, which had served as a relay post
for migrants from Pennyslvania and Virginia, in the same
manner it had served our ancestors. It was connected to
the farms by what was known as the “Angling” Road,
which ran at an angle to the rectangularly laid out County
roads and eventually ended in Bryan, the county seat, some
ten miles distant to the south and west. Between the farms
and Bryan, about half way, is the hamlet of Pulaski, in the
beginning known as Lafayette, close to which is the burying
ground, known as the Shifler Cemetery, where numerous

‘Altaffers, their kith and kin and friends, for over a hundred

years are buried, from the Civil War onward, beginning
with John, my great grandfather, whose tombstone bears the
legend “A soldier in the War of 1812”. It is here that
both my father and mother are buried.
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Land Speculation

From the mouth of the Maumee River at Lake Erie,
to the foot of the rapids at Grand Rapids, Ohio, the country
swarmed with adventurers. The results of all this specula-
tion was to draw hundreds of young men from all over the
east and south, and the Old World, to this valley with the
hope of amassing a fortune. In 1837, a canal was begun
from Toledo. Originally, at the advent of the white man,
this land was covered with a forest of giant trees of the best
timber. It had been the hunting grounds of the Indians
from times immemorial. Their homes had been principally
confined to the area along the Maumee River, from its
mouth at Lake Erie to Fort Wayne, Indiana. In the
spring they would come out in large numbers to the maple
bush, miles distant north and south of the river to make
maple sugar. This work was done principally by the
squaws, while the men did the hunting or lay around the
camp smoking their pipes.

As carly as 1850 rumors traveled fast that a railroad
was to be built from Toledo, at the western end of Lake
Erie, to Elkhart, in western Indiana. In 1851, the year
my great grandfather purchased his farm, surveying crews
and engineers started marking trails through the virgin
forests between these points. Trees were felled, stumps
blasted and the roadbed marked. The coming of the
railroad increased the demand for the land and new villages
and towns began to spring up. The road was completed
as faras Bryan in 1854. After the railroad was completed to
Elkhart, Indiana, it became famous as the longest and
straightest section of railroad tracks in the world. It was
known as the *“Air Line” railroad and it is now a part of the
New York Central System.

My Father, Charles Edwin

My father, Charles Edwin, was the seventh and last of
the children of Jacob and Sophena Altaffer, born on October
25, 1870. As previously related, four of his brothers and
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sisters died in their childhood before his birth due to
epidemics and primitive or non-existent sanitary and medi-
cal facilities. His elder sister, Laneta, born in 1841, and

. his elder brother, William Ursinus, known by his middle .

name, Ursinus, were the only children living at his birth.
Ursinus was deeply attached to our father, Charles, 16 years
younger, and after the early death of our father, when 1 was
3 years old, and my brother an infant, he was a second
father to my brother and me.

Charles Edwin, the youngest child of his parents, who
was also considerably younger than his brother and sister,
was much loved, and was easily the family favorite. He
early took upon himself the responsibility for the work of the
eighty acre farm of his father, who at that time was nearing
seventy years of age. Following a tradition of early marri-
age in the family, he was married to my mother, Elisabeth
Kniess, on May 29, 1892. He was then twenty-two and
his bride eighteen. I, Maurice Willard, the eldest child,
was born on May 10, 1893, and my brother, Leland Charles,
was born on January 12, 1896. Our mother was the
daughter of John and Margaret Kniess, who had a farm
near Archbold in adjoining Fulton County. My maternal
grandfather, John Kniess, as a youth had learned the trade
of fine cabinet-maker in Germany, and as a young man had
come to the United States during the Revolutionary Epoch
of 1848 in Europe. Margaret, my maternal grandmother,
had come to the United States from Switzerland with her
parents, as a child of six. My mother’s parents had settled
in Fulton County, coming from Whitehouse, near Toledo,
shortly before the Civil War.

The work which devolved upon my father, with the
then simple agricultural equipment in common use, was
very heavy for a young man of his age. It was the period
Just preceding the Panic of 1893, when agricultural prices
slumped into decline. This caused him to take upon him-
self, in order to provide additional income, the working of
another farm at some distance from our home. While the
farmers of the Middle West and South were growing poorer,
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bankers and capitalists of the East were growing rich. The
prices of agricultural products fell so low that farmers who
had contracted debts when prices were high found that the
money they had to repay was worth more than the money
they had borrowed. It was the period of the domination of
the United States economy by the financial and industrial
leaders of the East, some of the most prominent of whom
were later so aptly characterized by a well-known American
writer as the “Robber Barons™.

In August, 1896, as the result of overwork, my father
was prostrated by the mid-summer heat and was obliged to
take to his bed. = After a brief illness, with only the skill of
a village doctor available, he died of the effects of a
sunstroke on August 12, 1896, in his twenty-fifth year.
My mother was left a widow at twenty-two, with two small
children, one of three years, the other an infant of six months.

As could be expected from my father’s youth, the
financial provisions that he could make for his family were
not large and were only sufficient to last for a year or two.
Furthermore, my mother had but little training for making a
livelihood for herself and the children, because of her own

outh.! Fortunately, however, there were loving relatives
on both sides of the family who stepped in to give their
assistance, chief among them were the grandparents and
uncles and aunts, who gave both support and counsel. Due
to this circumstance, both my brother and myself owe much
to our close contact in our childhood with our grandmothers,
both of whom were women of exceptionally high characters.

Conclusion

This is a family chronicle and it is only secondarily

concerned with the recording of the fortunes of the individ- .

uals about whom it is written. It reaches a conclusion

1 She passed away on August 28, 1960, at Wauseon, Ohio, in her 86th year,
after a long life of devotion and self-sacrifice to her family. In her later years
she spent much time with her two sons at their respective U.S. Foreign Service
posts in Germany, Belgium, Italy and Switzerland.
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when it comes down to the present, in this case, as represent-
ed in the person of the present writer. Upon the death of
my father, within but a few years of the beginning of the
twentieth century, my uncle, William Ursinus, took his
place on the family farm at Bunker Hill. He died in 1920,
having been preceded in death by grandfather, Jacob, in
1916. My uncle left no issue so that the family farm where
I was born was disposed of in 1918.  The end of this record,
therefore, coincides roughly with the end of the 1st World
War, in which both my brother and myself served in the
United States Navy.

If I may speak of the contribution of our family to the
national development through the various generations down
to the present generation, I would say that this has been
almost exclusively as pioneers and farmers. The family
has been identified with its development from the beginning,
not only during the life of the nation, but during the colonial
period as well.

Our ancestors did not distinguish themselves through
their acquisition of much wordly goods or fame. Their
accent was, if anything, rather on the religious and spiritual,
as has been shown in their identification, both in the Old
World, as well as later in the New World. In general it
may be said that their bent was not toward business and
commerce, but rather toward the peaceful life and the
seclusion of the rural community. The quiet virtues of
the home and the common duties of the simple citizen
were the goal of their ambitions.

Afterword

Aside from the motives given in the Foreword for the
preparation of this little chronicle to which the writer has
hitherto not referred, there is another important reason in the
fact that the members of our family are so widely scattered,
both at home and abroad, far from the family’s former long-
established place of abode. The result is that the children
and grandchildren have little or no knowledge at all of the
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family background and the place of our family in our own
country. The cause of this is not far to be looked for.
It is primarily attributable to the career of the writer in
the U. S. Foreign Service which, over a period of nearly
forty years, took us abroad in many foreign countries during
the formative period of the family and beyond. After
having been a closely-knit unit for so many generations, it
was suddenly cut off from its former connections and en-
vironments. While the written word can never fill the
vacuum thus resulting, it will nevertheless supply an outline,
briefly indicating our family background, as well as the
parts played by our various forebears in the past, recalling
that our first ancestor landed in the New World the year of
the birth of George Washington.

Finally, I would like to end this account on a rather
philosophic note, which does not have a bearing on our
family alone, but on family life in general. Having seen a
great deal of life over a long period of years, I am concerned
at the increasing erosion of the influence of the family in
modern life.  And this little chronicle is in but a small way
my endeavor to oppose this development, by calling atten-
tion to the individuals and families in our own past to whom
we owe much. By our solidarity with them we are doing
our part, even though a small one, to oppose the tendency
towards the atomization of society into lonely, rootless
individuals, caused by the de-personalization, which leads to
the de-humanization (if I may be permitted to coin a new
word or two) of life, brought about by modern technical
and mechanical developments.  In doing so, we are helping,
even in small degree, to stem this subtle influence.
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1. TABLE SHOWING DIRECT MALE LINE OF DESCENT

FREDERICK ALTAFFER
1707 — 1745
Switzerland-Penna.

married

FREDERICK ALTAFFER
1742 — 1818
Penna. — Virginia

married

GEORGE ALTAFFER
1772 — 1847
Virginia — Ohio

married

JOHN ALTAFFER
1795 — 1860
Virginia — Ohio

JACOB ALTAFFER
1824 — 1916
Virginia — Ohio

married

CHARLES EDWIN ALTAFFER married
1870 — 1896
Ohio

MAURICE WILLARD ALTAFFER married
1893 —
Ohio —

LELAND CHARLES ALTAFFER married
1896 —
Ohio — Arkansas —

MARGARET —— 1741

(1) MAGDALENE ACKER 1766
(2) MAGDALENE JACOBS 1806

CATHERINE BUSHONG 179%

married (1) CATHERINE HAAS 1817

(2) SARAH HEISEY 1829
1803 — 1869

SOPHENA C. BAUMAN 1849
1828 — 1901

ELISABETH M. KNIESS 1892
1874 — 1960

JEANNE MARGUERITE ROCHER
Born March 16, 1905 at
Chinkiang, China
Married July 9, 1925
at Beirut, Lebanon

GUILHERMINA CONCEPCION
1564

The two foregoing are sons of Charles Edwin and Elisabeth May Altaffer.

CHILDREN OF
MAURICE WILLARD AND JEANNE MARGUERITE ALTAFFER
THOMAS MAURICE born at Toledo, Ohio, June 2, 1926
DABNEY ROCHER born at Tucson, Arizona, January 20, 1928
MAURICE ANTHONY born at Zurich, Switzerland, April 13, 1939
ANNE THERESE borntt at Zurich, Switzerland, March 21, 1944
JOAN-MARIA BEATA born at Zurich, Switzerland, November 3, 1945
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DIAGRAM SHOWING PRESENT FAMILY STATUS 1968

1.

. d. 12/8/1896

CuarLEs EpWIN ALTAFFER, b, 25/10/1870

Married 29/5/1892
EvLisaBeTH May KnNiEss, b, 11/7/1874 ; d. 28/8/1960

b. 12/1/1896
Married 29/6/1964

LELAND CHARLES
GUILHERMINA CONCEPCION

b. 10/5/1893
Mayried 97/1925

MAURICE WILLARD
JEANNE MARGURITE ROCHER

b. 14/6/1904

b. 16/3/1905

JoaN-MaRIA BEATA
b. 3/11/1945

ANNE THERRSE

!

MAURICE ANTHONY
b. 13/4/1939

|

DABNEY ROCHER
b. 20/1/1928

Married 26/12/1953
KATHERINE JANE WORTH

THOMAS MAURICE
b. 2/6/1926
Marrvied 27/12[1952

b. 21/3/1944

b. 27/7/1930

MarQuiTA HRUBENAK BARBOSA
b. 4/6/1930

WiLLiaM WoORTH, b. 14/5/1958

TimoTHY, b. 8/3/1954
Susan, b. 18/3/1956
MicHAEL, b. 28/2/1959

THoMas DaBNEY, b. 11/8/1959

Paur, b. 12/10/1961
MaRryY ELISABETH, b. 22/10/1963
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PLORENCE EAZ ALPAFFER wes Ddorn Oct. zb, 18%4 at Wichita, Kanseas.
The family" 1wvea in Table Rockx, Neb. Hazel spent her teen yezars
with the family in Fullerzcn, Neb. With 1 year oF hignh school to
g0, they moved %o Moorcrcft, Wyo. Trere MNrs. Brandt taught her
some nigh schcol subiects. She rode norsebacX To school or tcox
the bugg. (When rner reics Tleanor went to Black Hills Teachers
College in Speariisn, S.Z., tne college Pres. remexoered arother
Altaiier - Hazel - atten‘i“g tne college znd that her brother Jin
would bring her to school in =z buggy.) Hazel tock a train %o
Rozet to teach a couniry schecol cne year ard arother yesar she -
taught <the home school 2T Pine Ridge.

JOAN BUTLER 3IRXZETD was Torn 2 Dec. 1882 in Dalton, Turness near
Liverpool, Englerd, cne 7 13 criléren, 12 of wnicn lived to adult-
hcod:. His parents were iichael Zirxett and Margaret Anne 3Butler
and they were married 7 Nov. 1877. Tre feanily migrated to Toronto,
Cenzda when he was a younzster. He made the trip twice, once when
re was 10 and orce when »2: was 21. Crce na was a sow-away, out
freated very Xindly as = Jscent person. He went 10 wyOﬁ;rg and
rode the range &s a cowotcy over land row covered UJ the Key-hole
Dam., Part of his family moved <o Veancouver where nhis mother died
at an advarncsd aze of ¢4,

Jonhn Birxet{ mev Hazel end married ner 27 Cct. 1915, The couple
homesteaded two places rsar Moorcrofl, Wyoming. Orne was on the
oren prairie ard one in the zTimber, They improved ner bomestead
in the summer on tne prairie and his in the winter where they tock
thelr cattle and belonginzs to the protecied fimberland. Ada &rnre
was born to them at the trairie cebin., They nmigrated To Wisconsin
in 1619 before the 2rd crild was torn, Tecause of lzecX of rain in
Wyoming.

They manzged a fezrm at Drzzer, Wis., for the Zdward Hires Tzrn Larnd
Co. and later manzged FPins Trse farm at Iron River., In the Fall
of 1928, they moved To Irhsir own proeperty at Winter. The propsarty
is on two laxes and was rzid for when they moved into one largs
cabin. Part of this lard s still cwned bty Hazel.

The Tour children nad a rzppy childhood here, swirming in summer,
skiing in winter, studyinz in the cne room school rhouse arnd workinzg
on the Peautiful farm. & serious stroke was suifered by Jonn in

e

the spring of 1933. He never completely recoveread.

Hazel helped to kxeep a Sunday School going in the schools or in
the home and ezch child Tscame a Christian as a child or a teen.
They moved to Wheaton, Ill, about 1847 and nelped their daughter
Frances XKarlson provide a home atmosphere TFor her daughtier Xaren
Ann, then in the early gr Uncle Jack passed away - ? Jan 1670,
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CHILDR=N OF LTATTZR And JACX BIRKETT

HAZ

Lda Anne 3. 3
Frances .. B. 20
-+ 3, 8

3 31

Jen 1920
" Robert John . Dec 1924 ™
" Florence Rose 31 Lugz 1931
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...FLORENCE ROSE BIRKETT znd Harold Gene Helfer were married 1k Fed
1955 in Chicago, Ill. He was born -25 Feb 1931 the son oi Edward
" Helfer and Rose Epstein. He is a diesel mechanic and the couple

have lived in the Chicago area.

Their children: )
David Mark B 12 Nev 1955

Dana Michzel 3 18 Mar 1640

Benjamin Jary 3 12 Sept 1662




FRANCES BIRXELT was married. in July 1940 to Robert Xerlson of
Winter, Wis. He was Xilled in world War II when his daughter was
a small child., Frences ncw lives with her mother, Hzzel Birxeiz
in Wheaton, Ill., She has teen a reading specialist Tor many years
having graduated from Whezton College in 1950, the same year that
John Dcolittle did.

Her child: Xaren Arn B 12 July 1643 Died 22 Cct. 1965 of Carcer.

ROBERT JOHN was Torn 8 Dec. 1924, He works for the Sawyer County
Highvway Dept. e was married 11 Aug 1S44 to Rolena 2oekelov. She
was torn 4 May 1924, the daughter of rred Ecexelov znd Rika Smitnh,
Rika was an immegrant froxz Holland a2t the a2ge of 11. Fred was oorn
in America. Their children are
EQEERT JOHN: 3. 29 June 1%35, His wife Weaureen Gail

Their children: Jonhn, Andrew, Timothy, Fsul, Marie, MarXx.

VALEZRIZ JUNE: 3, 17 May 15~3 Married to Roy Caldwell
Their children: Zen, Rectert, Jcel, Johnathan
.
N

N

'SANDRA ROSE: 3B. 11 July 1554 VWarried to James Seymour
Their childéren: Jennifer, Sarrzh, James







oo ] apd EJLZA EUDORA.BLAKE were married.
,9 Jure 1028 a Hayward Van.“'~udora was Ttorn in hnlue.Clty,

: ahasxa County,;- Iowa on 21 July 1907. Fred was born & Sept. 1899
on nurray Home Place, Sxidrore, Missouri. He passed away 17 Dec.
1905 at Hammond, Wis. TFrz=d was 6'2%" tall,

Iffer rememters a visit from This

rom Wis, Uncle rred always nad a
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cousins had wor.cerfiul

W

T

™

g
=
p

This compiler, ﬂle¢ror Al
Uncle and Aunw and famil;
guick smile and plezsanz -
wonderiul cookx. Tne dou

children's games. I will
sitting side by side on inse

)

L".l

1
o
w
(o]
’..J
N
<
'..l
o
118
/

tim
2yS remember seeing Fred and Jim
ront step "swapping yarn

Children of Frud =r.é Zudora Altaifer
1

s=Alan:Maurice 3Born .30.0an-1%23 in Winter, Wis,
Mazrried Joyce Borgen 3orn 15 July 1931

Cnildren:
Gail

Debra varried James Pogue
children: Jzzie
3risn 3. 31 Cct. 1653 Died 23 Sept. 1972
Michzel 3. 1& Wer. 1638

Doris Elaine; ZBorm-16-¥ay 1932 in Winter, Wis.

Married Ceshmers Gzrdas 3. 1& Sept. 1821 New 3righton,M
Chiléren:

Tori Micnrell 3. 6 Sept 165L in Red Wing, Minn.
Pamala Arn 3. 2% Sept. 1643 " " "
Matthew Alan 3. 2 Ver. 1G67 " " "

~Fredericx Bruce, Zorn 3 July 1644 at Red Wing, Mirn.

: "red c.'*d Eudora n,d 2 sur ner resort at ¥Winter, Wis, He act
.- for out of. stato fishe. r*cn ed fur btearing eniral
- . 3 ) r.

“ncvcd to. day Clty,VKIS"




JANES HERRY ALTAZFZER w=s Zorn inm Colc. Mear. 3, 1G60i. 1In 1910,
nis Father - Jacobp - 1st Nebr. heacded ¢n & train rfor MMont. 1o
file on & homestead in The Galatlin 3asin. He became guite ill.
No one is sure how he rzpoened to seitle in lMoorcroft, Wyo. Zut,
ne likxed the area znd rnsard of land Tor rnomesteading, so Filed in
Woorcroft instead, on 306 azcres - then later on an zddizional 200
acres - 15 miles NI of ¥oorcroit on what 1s knOWﬂ as Pire Ridge.
(In 1958, ner parents czme to ¥ent. to visit Elezror &nd her Tamlly
and drove thru the CGaletin Zasin area. Jinm uGC‘Ced Tecause of the
timber there, ne liked wyoming Test.)
Jim attenced scrhool at the Griffith Scrool. He tells of going 4
or 5 miles on horse Ttac:z. He always regreteé: not having more
education &nd stressed the imporiance oI education to his children.
Winter evenings were st:nt playing gemes such as Farchesi or
Rummy with the children learning the "times =<ables" or additicn
or subiraciion using ths carés or dice.
Wusic was 2lso of impor=arce To ine Tfamily. arena playsd ine
piano, Jim played the =cutn harp, fiddle and gulitar. All th
cnildren seng arnd the <rhree youngest Toys had an instrument
arownd all of the tTime.
Jim's oldest sisigr Ex=z tells of thelr parents going to Winter,
Wisc. in 1921. Granddzd Jake was an ardent Tisherman and nunter.
She Telt the meny laxes in Wisc. were a lure Tfor him. She szid
that Jim told her aitexr his parents left Wyo. ne couldn't bear to
leave the horses he hzd grown up with. “veryunlﬂg was mortgeged.
Dry land farming end renching in Wyo. was and is hard work and
luck, At the sale a rsrtresentative of the bank sald they would
btackx him., Jim offered J1000.C0 for the $1500,00 morigage the
banx of Sundance hzd on the land., 7Trhe banxkx accepted. It has
backxed the Altaifer nomssieczd ever since.
Jim's sister consinued in ner sitory of ncw herd Jim worxed. His
fatner had stzrted threwing up small eartih dems for siock znd
Jin continued doing this., We went to Mont. to help with the har-
vest when there was no worx in Wyo. in the fall of 1929. He en-
goyed_worx1:~ with The Indiens of the Hardin, Crow Agency and
Lzme Deer zrea. Tney called This white man "brother". He also
hauled wheat for Tom Cezprell.
Jim had a four horse freignt line from Moorcroit to Sundarce,
had 2 wagons. tied. ogetrer.; Tne train ceame 1o Mcorcroft, but
no rail lines went <To Sunda.ce. (It is - still without rail service. )
He could make ¥corcroft to the ranch in one day. The second day -

he got to:the Sunny Divide Country; and on to Sundance the third
day. - Other freightors and uravelers.used the homestezd house for
an overnight stay. . If ne was gone, they always left the wocd box
~-Tuil of dry wood; a lqw of the range as Winters can be rough in
_Wyo;_ He ran a small sawx

IOSt everyunlng*ouu;,

'1he
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1947 and 48 with a largs 5 bvedroom Iframe home. Water was always
a prodlem, -witn tne Ia:;*y,hauling it in cans ior *any years,er
well was drilled around 1932 trat prcduced good orwnilng water.
in 1962 a deeper well (&L0 ©t.) wes drilled that produced enough
water To finally get water in The house.
Jin went to Wisc. in ths winter of 1930 To sse his brother and
wife (Fre“ and Eudcora) znd o sie nis father who nad a serious
operation. While there, he met his brother's sister-in-law
Tarena, Six weexs later they were married and on their way to
Wyo. ~
Our mother was always & nard working woman; a good iriend and
neighbor Sne nad a gresn thumd end romes for many miles around
snzred 1n her "stazrts" oIf ncuse pieants. Her daugnter eand grand-
c¢¢5nueﬂ (Elezrnor and Dorothy) nave irrnerited héer gresn ThumDd,
Sne liked the outside wcrx in The yerd ané garden Tetier Inan ithne
inside worx. TFor cne rszson, 25 a ¢cnild she helved her Tather
outside with one sister wnile the other two sisters nelved in the
rome. ¥ost years some of her garden produce won dlue rivobons at
The Farm 3ureau Tooth in the couniy fzir,
A favorite s¢y_ﬁo of hers was; "Have a place for everytning ernd
everything in its place"..znd it was aiways in its place unless
ofcourse, some of trne crnildren got into it and didn't put it back,
While we were "depression" chiléren, nhzving teen vorn in the
early 30's, we never fels tre pinch as some city families did.
Mother svad a WOV, rzised vegestadles end animels for fcod and
the furs traded a7 "¥esotels" store at Carliile for sitaples that

74315 SHOWING DIZEICT MALT LINT OF DECENT OF WYO. & WIS. ALTAFFER'S
FREDERICK ALTAFFER 17C1-1745
FREDERICK ALTAFFER 1742-1518
GEORGE ALTAFFER L 1772-1847
WILLIAM ALTAFFER 180E-1883
JACOB E. ALTAFFE 1863-1933
ox JL¥ES HARRY 190151964

FREDE

—— it

CK HMILT

=t
-

o
I
o
v
e}
'_.J
\O
ON
n

NN : T ‘ . " - .

RS
N




LARENA TLLA ZIAKE was tcorn 18 Feb. 1910 in Zussey, lowa, ine
daugnter of Williem Frarces 3laxe and Rertha bouc. The Tamily
lived close 1o Bussey il 1914 wnen they voved to Acda, Minn.

From there, irey moved o Hazyward, Wisc. in 1916,

She went To schcol in =z country school Ty Ala, Mirn., when she

was 5 yezrs old. The Zzmily then moved To arvout four miles ircm
Seeley, Wisc. where she went To the Sabin School, Tinishing tne
5radescqcol trere., Grziuzted Trem the 7th gracde into high school.
Went to high schcol and creyesr rormal Iraining in FJayward High
Screol, grazfuating in 1327 just past 17 yeers oIl ezge.

After fiﬁlSﬁiﬁg Normal “raining in 1928 she taught one year in a
couniry school ztout 6 ¢r 3 miles outl of Haywerd.

Jim and Larena were married oy Jim's Tather a justice ol The psace.
Clyde Smith a friend cams To Wyo. with tnem. They came Irom

Wisc. to Wyo. in a Wodsil T. It Tcox 50 hrs. o come atout 3850
miles. They nhad car Trcudle once; lost a wneel cnce arnd £0%T To
“he rarch a2rtout roon tm: 14%th. They drove 12 hours tne 12%ih; from
9:00 tre 13th, all nighs and Till ncen the 1kih.

Jim was tall, over & F%. end slender. He was alweys rezdy o
help a neighbor. Some ¢f his favorite seayings were: "Ire wheel
T 1life makxes a complet:s Turn"; "Return a favor with a ravor";

"You don't have o prezch your religion if you praciice it";"A
men is as good s his werdY Jim was a good man and his word wes

good,

The 1little church at Fire Xidge was always a ceniral point in
our lives. The men of <rhe cormunity Furnishned <n Jauerlal er.d
labtor to puild the churcn. A brief history of the church crce
written reads - "This 1ittle country church xmown s rlne xidge
Commmunity Chureh is lcczisd in ths 3lzcx Hill: 2i %
teen miles northezst of Woorcroin ni T 03
the communitiy begen its construc n T %
ials, A1l <ne church furmiture, .d c S
were Tashioned Ty neignrtorrncod men. ; 2 . community
church, where all meet For worship or recreation and carry its

memory in thelr hearts wherever they go."

We had a mlsswonery minister for many years. They served severzl
churches and would come o ours on,bne circuit once or twice a
month. Often on these Sundays, a pot luck dirmer was held. Daad
seldom worked on a Surcay, ne said if you workx on Sunday you

lose a day in the week. Trhe Lord meant for man to rest one day.

Larena aIWays ralced vig garden.’ The children always tooXx a
turn at the hoe every dzy. ZLarena and Eleaznor put up hundreds
_of jars each year and siored them in The root cellzar, %nbll a -
‘vegestable room: was built in the basement of the new house.

',_Slnce there: was ro: elec:rlclty until around 1950; all the meat

h d*to“be cénnea excent . unex51ae porx and hams wnlch,were c red'“




_TROES. \ere _also raised an

_coyote. popula*: on.was tTnirmed. d sold.
One crop of animals wers ralised only once tho. Someone tzlked
dzd into raising uur<eys. Ch, how ne naztved those dumd creatures!
We always nad chickens, some geese and ducks, Dul nc more turssys,
on a large scale.

ed azlways loved animels. 7The 0'** time I ever saw nim really
angry at a neighbor was when he was aDus_...o a saddle horse. He
couldn't stand by and sse that without speaking out. He nad Twe
teams of hourse to do trne farm work uwnitil tractors were available,
Avout 1935, he purcnasei the Tirst tractor in the Pine Xidge,
Carlile area. Also cwned ine First (Ford) truck in the territory,
also about 7935 He zlso nad the only sawmill for many years,
cutting his own or other's timver on shares.

One family in tThe community nad a large family of children arnd
an olcder boy taycd with us and nheiped in the sawmill for rcon
zrd board and the weage of (23¢ a day--a large wege in those days.

e sawmill provided lumter tTo sell and siabs were cut ud for
Tirewood; <necse were cdelivered for 35.C0 a load. Dad Iurnishned
wood to the county schocls Till urej were closed TIor oTusing Tne
children to Moorcroft. One could come To tThe mill and get =2
lozd of wood for 31.30. This mill Xept the Tamily finawnces

oing and euabled the folks to add tTo Tne homestead acrezge
1nc1uc1ho the Fieght; Tex 0lds; and Coltharp homesteads).
After Jim's death, Larerna 1ived on the ranch 10 yezars, then sold
the homestezd to Loren znd Carol and there was aprox. 2400 zcres.
Bill owns about 300 zcrss tThey ctougnt from Jonn Tronps on.
The Lord called dad home on 16 Januzry 1964,

Tollowing the sele of ins ncme ranch; Lzrerna moved to Miles Cizty,
Mb. in Apr. 1975, Then, in Sept of 76 she moved To Moorcroit ard
bought a home tThere, Ecr mzny ysers, nunters from Wisc. and ¥inn.
came to Wyoming to nunt deer. “‘CJ would stay at the rancn, Take
their meals with the fzmily and hunt white Tzil znd mule deer
Selcdom did they return empiy nended,

Jim and Larena's Children--
Loren James D 18 Juns 2 a7t Moorcroft, Croox County, wyo.

: !
Zleznor Francis D 30 ¥a
Richard Zimer b 6 Sept.

Williem Edward Db 29 July
Arnold Ray b 10 Aug 1
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LOREN JAWES ALTAFT=ER 2t Ncorcroft 18 Jure 1932. FHe
grew up as his Dad's rang” and loved the land s nis Dad
did. He greaduated Trcm dcorcroit Aigh School in 1652, He was
drafted into the Army &and served from 1953 to 19535, part of it
with the occupation Torces in Korea. He than ren a Tilling siatic
grccery store and motel =23 Nccrocrofi for a couple of years; inen
returned To ranch To nel:o nis cdza.
Cn 25 Mar 1962 he was =mzrried in the Pine Ridge Crurch % Viola
Cerol Schletchardt. rcl was Torn 13 July 1943 <he daughter of |
Carl Schletchardt and Zdrz Mze MceClelland. Her fatner was born
20 Sep?t L897 arnd died 3 Nov 16350, Her mother was born 9 Aug
1917 ard died about 1GEEL, After the death of Mr. Schleichard:
she merried Cecrge Steels, Ze preceeced ner in deain., Carol
rhas a tTrother Carl Zdwearl Schleicherdt Torn 10 Jan 1542 zrd a
step troiher George "Cremd" Steele.
Cerol worxed in the tenz o Sundence aiter graduaticn Irom The
Sundence High School. <Carol nazs worxed side Dby side with Loren
on the ranch., She drove =racicr or rode norse during round-up
cr wnal ever needed done and sTill nad time to sew for her family
end rersell and raise a zzrdien and can it. She has been truly a
"relprate" and parirer ¢ her rancher-Tarmer nustand,
Theybougnt the "Sission" zlzce end rarched 1% 1ill Jim's failing
nealth, then worxea it ani the nome place., This troved a large
task so they bougnt the neme plece from Larena and moved trhere
in Lpril of 1975; gelling <ne Sisscn place. Loren nas ihe love
of hunting his Grandfatrer and Uncle rred had, He znd Carol zrd
usually other couples (Iriencs) go every year to "Jackson rHole"
elk huAtldg This is their armual vecetion. They also had out
of state hunters come in aznd nunt, seldom returning home empiy
rended es Tnere were merny Jéer in Tneé area., Loren nas a nooty
in pnovoarabﬁy a,d OVEr Tne years nas taxen snhousands of piciures
which zre shared many tizes to the plezsure of family ard Irierds.

Children of Loren ard Cerol
1

Fredrick JacoD 3. 1 =aug

Wa yne Curtls;?j - 3. 9‘Juﬁe 1666
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RICEARD ELNMER ALTAFFER wes corn

He graduated from High Schcol in 1953, He worked 2 years for

ikxe's znd went into the Lir Force in June 1855, FHe ras served
in CGreenlang, CGuam end tn2 Azores Islands as well as all over

scutnern USA. e nhas reczived commendations for nis worXk ard

service in the Milizary cver the last 20 plus years.

He wes married in 1657 cn the Azore Islends to Cornie

They have one scon Wiliizm Henry 3. 10 Yar.
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