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Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.O. Box 2076 
Lancaster, CA 93539-2076 
Ph: (805) 949-6236 E-
mail: ledwards@qnet.com 
Fri., Aug. 29, 1997 

Dear Nancy & Mark 

In May 1997, I was in Indiana for Old German Baptist Brethren
(OGBB) Annual Meeting. (I usually go every year. Last year: 
Modesto; next year: Ohio.) I go "for the fellowship" with 
"cousins" and the spiritual experience. I hadn't planned to 
do any research. I was there to meet "cousins" that I have 
corresponded with and visit with them face-to-face for the 
first time. 

God my Heavenly Father has been the Executive Producer of my 
family history. On this trip I had three distinct miracles. I 
wasn't actively researching but I found information and met 
cousins in the most unusual ways. 

My hostess/cousin, Rosa Brovont, wanted me to meet the curator/ 
archivist of the Delphi library. I was impressed with all the 
antiques on display and all the genealogy in book cases and 
card-file cabinets. I polked around in the card-files. That 
evening, at Rosa's, I thought of several genealogy questions 
that I could attempt to research. (One had to do with the 
SINK family.) 

Another problem: From my great-grandmother's obituary (Susanna 
Swartz Frantz), I knew that she had a sister Mary Wagoner "of 
Pyrmont, Ind." I didn't know the name of Mary's husband. 
I thought that maybe the "J.D. Wagoner" who was a pall bearer 
could be the husband. I searched all Rosa's material for J.D. 
Wagoner but names and initials, and their spouse, never matched. 
(Rosa is a Wagoner descendant so has lots of books on same.} 

On Thursday morning, May 22nd, I walked back into the Delphi 
library not knowing the name of great-grand-aunt Mary's husband. 
In less than one hour I had David's name and the names of the 
children (from the card files) and was working on the grand-
children. I was so-0-0-0-0 excited!! I kept everyone informed as 
I made a new discovery. About 2 o'clock, I said the name "Margie 
Dunk" out loud (because I had just begun to write down 
information on that family). When I said 0Margie Dunk" a lady 
sitting nearby said "Oh I know Margie Dunk. She lives a couple of
blocks from here. Her husband is Everett.0 Phyllis Moore 
(curator/archivist of the library) went to the phone book and got
the number and handed it to me. Phyllis then told me to 
use the phone (extension) in the back corner of the museum/ 
library. I phoned Margie and introduced myself -- visiting from 
California -- doing genealogy. She said, 00h, I'm not into that 
stuff but I have something here if you want to look at it. Come 
on over." 
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About 3:30 in the afternoon Rosa and I were sitting in Margie's 
living room. At that time we didn't know it but later that 
evening I figured out the relationships. Margie and I are 3rd 
cousins one time removed (through the Swartz family) and Rosa 
and Margie are 3rd cousins (through the Wagoners). Margie and 
Rosa live about ten miles apart and didn't even know of one 
another. This crazy cousin from California comes along and ties 
everything together. PRAISE THE LORD!! 

Needless to say, I was really thrilled with the discovery of 
Margie -- and the information that she shared with me. It 
helped me "fill in the blanks" on a lot of my SWARTZ family. 

Back home, after vacation, I put the information compiled by 
her aunt Anna Etta Wagoner, in August 1938 (yes 1938) into my 
computer. I mailed Margie a copy of the printout so she could 
share with family and, hopefully, supply 0additions and correct-
ions.0 Earlier this week I received additional information which 
I entered into the computer -- and made a brand-new printout. 

Mark and Nancy, as I was 0proofing0 the printout and came across 
your family, I thought 0maybe they would like a copy of this.0 
HERE IT IS, hope you enjoy it. On the other hand, maybe you have 
already researched all this. 

Margie gave me two very old photographes while visiting her. 
Since I printed two days ago I made a new discovery. On page 
5, the 0son Frantz0 is Jesse because one of the photos said 
0Aunt Sarah's baby Jesse.0 I'm thrilled at how the pieces of the
puzzle slowing come togather! 

So much happened on that trip; it was fantastic! Miracle after 
miracle!! I can't wait until I'm retired and have an opportunity
to go back and spend several months doing research in the Delphi
and La,.7t"ayette libraries. I think I must be related to half 
the folks in that part of the state. 

Nancy, would you check this printout against your information
and see if you have information that I don't have? Would you
please share your information with me? 

Since I came home, I've entered over 2000 more FRANTZ, and 
collateral lines, into my major computer database. I was in 
Indiana for OGBB annual meeting but I managed to come home 
with dozens of books and hundreds of pages of photocopies. 
I've worked with the Blickenstaff, Cripe, Patrick, Wirth and 
Wolf(e) names. Oh yes, Eller and Brubaker, too. (My head is 
swimming with new information!!) (I have Laura Wolf Wirth's family
all tied in. You may have had that information already.) 

I hope this letter finds you, and yours, healthy and happy. 
Very best wishes to all. 

Sincerely, 

i tr·ct c~n.L 

Lorraine Edwards
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Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.O. Box 2076 
Lancaster, CA 93539-2076 
Ph: (805) 949-6236 E-
mail: ledwards@qnet.com 
Mon., June 30, 1997 

Dear Margie & Everett, and interested family 

I have been in perpetual motion for weeks! First the trip to 
Indiana followed by an attempt to reorganize after I returned 
home. Second, a quick trip to Oregon for a "school reunion." 
Third, a trip to Long Beach to Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference. 

Well, I haven't left for Long Beach yet but within 24 hours I'll 
be enroute. I've been preparing for this trip for months!! My 
great big Ford van is loaded with books and computers. I was 
exhausted Saturday evening after moving (to the van) everything 
that has been piled by the front door. Many, many boxes •••• 

On Sunday I sorted through stuff that has been piling up while 
I thought about -- and recovered from -- vacation trips. Lo and 
behold, I found this manilla envelope with computer printout. I 
thought I mailed that but realized I was waiting to include the 
pictures. (I took the original pictures to Kinko's about 10 days 
ago, for laser copies.) 

While I was visiting with Phyllis Moore at the Delphi Library, 
I said something about vaguely remembering that my grandmother
wrote a letter that was printed in a newspaper. An account of 
a trip to Lafayette. Well, I went to the old suitcase where I 
have lots of Grandma Frantz's memorabilia. Sure enough, I found 
the article. I also looked through an old picture album and found
the enclosed picture of the David Wagoner family. What a 
treasure! Of course you know that I didn't know who that family 
was prior to my trip to Indiana. 

Also enclosed, find a picture of my grandparents, David and 
Lydia (Traxler) Frantz with David Wagoner. At least, I think 
that the man is the same one (by the monument) as pictured 
with his family. Don't you agree? 

Margie, I am constantly reminded that "it's a small world." It 
was a miracle to me the way I "found" you through research in 
the Delphi Library. Well, prior to that, I met another "cousin 
of a cousin" in Richmond. I didn't know about her until a couple 
of weeks prior to my trip. Her name is Maxine (Rust) Ashbaugh. 

Maxine sent me a letter last week that gave me the names of several 
of her immediate family to look for at Ch/B Annual Conference in 
Long Beach. She enclosed a flyer about an Eller Family Reunion on 

over 
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Saturday, July 5th, after the conference. I know I have lots and 
lots of Ellers in my computer database so I quickly did a printout
from the earliest Eller. Of course, you are there. You and Maxine 
are third cousins. See what I mean about •it's a small world"?!?! 

I'm taking the printout (over 200 pages) to the reunion and I'm 
asking for "additions and corrections." Maybe in a few weeks (or a 
few months) I can bring that lineage up-to-date. I don't have ELLER
in my direct lineage but they are intermarried with FRANTZ and/or 
intermarried with families that intermarried with FRANTZ. 

Before I left Indiana, I talked on the phone with Don Catron. I 
would have liked to talk with his wife but she was working. I'm 
going to send them a letter after I get back from Long Beach but I'm
short on time today. Maybe you will share the enclosed information 
with them and let them know that I'm anxious for "additions and 
corrections" to my SWARTZ/WAGONER database. 

In closing, THANK YOU Margie for your hospitality. SINCERE THANKS 
for sharing the information (pages) prepared by your aunt way 
back in August 1938. I value the photocopies that I made from 
your original pages. There are several pages, enclosed, 
that I would like returned to me with additional information about 
your immediate families. I always like to have birth and death 
locations, marriage locations, full birth and death dates. I 
want to know the name of the parents of the bride or groom that 
is marrying into the family (I I'm~ already have that family in 
my database). (Example: John Patrick married to Diana Kay Fisher. 
Bet I already have his family -- or a portion of it -- in my com-
puter database.) 

Well, another comment after looking over the information that I 
have prepared for you. Note the "Ahnentafel" chart for Margie. 
Margie, you have FRANTZ lineage, too!! Did you know that?? You go 
back to immigrant Christian Frantz who is (reportedly) the 
brother of my immigrant Michael Frantz. (We don't have "proof" 
that they are brothers but "tradition" says they are.) 

Thanking you, in advance, for any additional information that you
-- or a family member -- can provide on these families. I really
appreciate! 

Best wishes, warmest regards, from "cousin" 
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Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.O. Box 2076 
Lancaster, CA 93539-2076 
Ph: (805) 949-6236 E-
mail: ledwards@qnet.com 
Tues., Aug. 26, 1997 

Dear Mary and Don 

I am going to start this letter but it may be several days 
until I complete and mail it. FIRST: Did I write to you 
recently? If I didn't .•• I meant to write to you at the same 
time that I wrote to Margie Dunk. 

Yesterday I received a brief note from Margie and she said you 
were anxious to hear from me (leading me to believe I didn't 
write earlier). Sorry about that! 

I mailed a printout to Everett and Margie with the information 
that I had up to and including the information that she shared 
with me when I visited with her in May. I hoped she would share
that with you and Don. I'm going to search my stuff and see if 
I can find that same printout to send to you. If I can't 
find ... I'll print another after I put the information, that 
Margie sent, into the computer. 

I'm sorry that I didn't get to visit with you folks while I 
was in Indiana. It was such a delightful surprise to find 
that I had SWARTZ cousins living in that area. As you know, 
I was in Indiana for Old German Baptist Brethren Annual Meeting. 
I always know that I'm surrounded by FRANTZ "cousins" when I'm 
with the OGBB. Finding SWARTZ/WAGONER cousins was a surprise. 

Did Margie tell you how I found her? Bear with me while I tell 
you how it happened. I hadn't planned to do any research in 
Lafayette. I was there for OGBB AM and face-to-face visits with 
cousins. On Monday, May 19th, my hostess (Rosa Brovont) asked me
(just before 2 o'clock) if I really wanted to go to the 
afternoon worship service at the counsel tent. At first 
I said "of course" but then I sensed that maybe she didn't want 
to go. I asked if she wanted to go home (Camden)and she said 
"yes." However, we hadn't gone a mile until she said she'd like 
for me to meet someone "if I didn't mind." Of course "I didn't 
mind" and we went to the museum/library at Delphi. She wanted me
to meet Phyllis Moore -- and she wanted me to see 
the set of FRANTZ books in that library. 

I admired all the things in the museum and looked at the 
genealogy on the shelves. Then I started "polking around" in 
the card files. (Wow!!) That evening, at Rosa's, I thought of 
several genealogy questions that I could attempt to research. 
(One had to do with the SINK family.) 
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A day.J;r<r two later I was back in the Delphi library and, indeed,
in a matter of minutes I found the answers to my questions. I 
was (and am) very impressed with the wealth of information in 
the card file~I don't even know "why" I started looked for SWARTZ
information. On Wednesday evening, at Rosa's, I was looking 
through all her resources and especially at her WAGONER material
(she has Wagoner in her ancestry). 

My problem: From my great-grandmother's obituary, I knew that she 
had a sister Mary Wagoner "of Pyrmont, Ind." I didn't know the 
name of Mary's husband. I thought that maybe the "J.D. Wagoner" 
who was a pall bearer could be the husband. I searched all Rosa's 
material for J.D. Wagoner but names and initials, and their 
spouse, never matched. 

On Thursday morning, May 22nd, I walked back into the Delphi 
library not knowing the name of great-grand-aunt's husband. 
In less than one hour I had David's name and the names of the 
children (from the card files) and was working on grandchildren. 
I was so-0-0-0 excited! I kept everyone informed as I made a 
new discovery. About 2 o'clock, I said the name of "Margie Dunk" 
out loud (because I had just begun to write down information on that
family). When I said "Margie Dunk" a lady sitting nearby said "Oh I
know Margie Dunk. She lives a couple of blocks from here. Ber 
husband is Everett." Phyllis Moore went to the phone book and got 
the number and handed it to me. Phyllis then told me to use the 
phone (extension) in the back corner of the library. I phoned 
Margie and introduced myself -- and said that I was in the Delphi 
library -- visiting from California -- doing genealogy. She said, 
"Oh, I'm not into that stuff but I have something here if you want 
to look at it. Come on over." 

About 3:30 in the afternoon Rosa and I were sitting in Margie's 
living room. At that time we didn't know it but later that 
evening I figured out the relationships. Margie and I are 3rd 
cousins one time removed, and Margie and Rosa are 3rd cousins 
{through the Wagoners). Margie and Rosa live about ten miles 
apart and didn't even know of one another. This crazy cousin 
from California comes along and ties everything together! 

Needless to say, I was really thrilled with the discovery of 
Margie -- and the information that she shared with me. It 
helped me "fill in the blanks" on a lot of my SWARTZ family. 

Changing the subject a little bit: I "fell in love" with 
Indiana! I'm now planning toward an early retirement and I'm 
planning to move to Indiana. Yes, most folks move to Calif. 
to retire but I'm going to do the reverse! I want to be able 
to spend months in the Delphi library. Also research in the 
Lafayette library. From those brief experiences, I think I 
must be related to half the folks in that part of the country. 

On Wednesday, May 21st, I visited with Maxine Blickenstaff in 
Lafayette. She and I have corresponded for many years about 
FRANTZ/BLICKENSTAFF. It was my first opportunity to meet her. She
wanted me to see the TIPCOA library where she is a volunteer. 
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Research libraries in California are full of family history 
books, newsletters from genealogical societies, lots of micro-
fiche and microfilm, etc. I was so impressed with all the old 
ledgers full of information (at TIPCOA). I've never seen any-
thing like that before!! (Wow!!) Impressed, of course, as I said,
with the card files at Delphi. Bad I known -- on Wednesday -- 
what I knew a day later, I could have looked up the original 
marriage license information on my great-grandfather, David 
Henry Frantz, and Susannah Swartz. I had been under the 
impression that they were married in &&Plaee, Illinois, but a 
book with marriages (in the Delphi library) says they obtained 
their marriage license in Lafayette. See how much I learned 
in just a few short days while visiting Rosa for OGBB Annual 
Meeting? And I really meant to spend my time visiting with 
"cousins" -- not ndon research. 

Mary, I look forward to any -- and all -- the information that 
you are able to share. Meanwhile, if you want to see the FRANTZ 
books that I published, you can find them in the Delphi library. 
I'm not being critical but I found nmyn books very confusing in 
the library (I'm warning you ahead of time). Phyllis has them in 
a different order than they were published. Also, whoever did the
photocopies did the pages wrong. You know how page numbers run? 
odd number on the front with even number on the back side. Well a
lot of the pages are just the opposite and 
I found that very hard to read. 

Changing the subject again: I'm typing this as I think of 
things, while at work. I work for the Los Angeles County 
Environmental Health Dept. There are lots of times when I do 
not have a single thing to do except sit here and answer the 
phone when it rings. I get a lot of letter writing done!! Prior
to publication of Frantz Families -- Kith   &   Kin, I would sit 
here and nproof" the pages for errors. It took an awful lot of 
"proofing" (believe me) for a set of books with a total of 3180 
pages. Every time I do a printout for a cousin, I proof the 
printout carefully for obvious errors -- and formatting 
mistakes. I ask them for "additions and corrections" in hopes 
that after several read the page(s) it will be correct. 

OK, now for some details about information I discovered in my 
own home (mobilehome) after I returned from Indiana. I thought I
remembered seeing something among my grandmother's things, 
something about a trip to Indiana. I got out the old, old 
suitcase full of albums, etc, and, sure enough, I found the 
newspaper clipping that I had read many years ago. I also 
went through the old pictures again. My grandmother, Lydia 
Traxler Frantz, had written to the editor of the Lafayette 
newspaper telling about the trip to Indiana. She mentioned 
visits to the Battleground and the Soldier's Memorial. There 
was a post card of the Memorial and a picture of Grandma and 
Grandpa, with   David Wagoner, standing at the Memorial. I only 
knew it was David Wagoner because I also found a snapshot that 
shows the family and says (on the back) "David Wagoner, his 
children and grandchildren." Prior to that, I had never made 
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any connection and did not know who the people were in the snap-
shot. Isn't it funny how the pieces of the puzzle come together? I 
had some of the answers and didn't even know it! Well, I'm sending 
you a copy of that family snapshot, a copy of the newspaper story 
•••• 

Margie identified who the people are in the snapshot when she 
sent me some "additions and corrections." While I'm typing 
this letter, I have the picture beside me and I can look into the
"little girl" face of Margie. I can't see your face because 
you're looking at the ground. You're the only one with a hat. Did
you like hats? (I have a co-worker with a three year old daughter
who has loved hats since she was a baby. She loves to wear hats!)

I'm going to close now. I'll have more to add after I find the 
SWARTZ printout -- or prepare a new printout -- and get the news-
paper article, and snapshot, ready to mail. 

Back again. 2:00 p.m. Thurs.

Last night I put the new information, from Margie, into the 
computer and prepared a brand-new printout. This is always a 
good project for me because I "proof" for mistakes. You may not 
see any mistakes but I found several that I will correct in the 
computer. Silly, small, little things but important to me to 
correct. Example on page 40, major footnote reference 151. I 
need to remove the period in that person's record. Maybe you 
will see some that I missed (but I pour over these printouts, 
reading carefully for errors.) 

I use the genealogy software program Roots III and it has the 
capability to take all my information and print it out in "book 
form" with Index, etc., etc. Hope you enjoy the information. 
Please send me "additions and corrections." I especially need 
information on your children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren. 
Margie didn't send those details: she said you would provide it. I
need information on your brother's families, too. (Seep. 14.) I am 
a very "greedy" person (when it comes to genealogical in-
formation). I want the dates when born and died: place when born 
and died: date and place where married. I always want the name of 
the spouse and their birthdate -- and the name of the parents (if 
known). I know I ask an awful lot from the folks that I correspond
with. It all provides a thorough picture of the families. It is 
almost impossible for me to get that kind of information in 
California. That's why I was so thrilled with all the information 
I saw in the card files in Delphi. Living family members have to 
share with me; the information isn't available in Lancaster, 
California! 

I'm always amazed (and praise God for the information) when I 
find a new piece for the puzzle. Example: After I had made 
additions and corrections (last night) and was printing, I was 
able to make a name association for page 5 where it says "son 
Frantz." Margie gave me two pictures while I was visiting with 
her -- a picture of John Frantz and a picture of "Aunt Sarah's 
baby Jesse." I'll correct that in my computer database. I 
love genealogy!! 

Best wishes from "cousin° 




