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Transcribed by Lorraine Edwards and punctuation added because there was 
absolutely no punctuation in the six page document. 

To the worshipful the Court of the County of Botetourt in 
Chancery setting humbly complaining shew unto your wor- 
ships your orders Michael Frantz and Isaac Gabi Execs of 
Christian Frantz Dec. that about the year 1802 this 
testator Christian Frantz purchased from Isaac Snodgrass 
a tract of land in this County containing 147 acres 
for the use) and benefit of David Sullinbarger who had 
intermarried with his the said Christians Daughter. It 
was understood and agreed between the said Christian and 
the said David that the former should pay the 
purchase money of the land that the title should 
be made to the latter who should also repay at 
periods agreed upon. All the purchase money except 
one hundred pounds which was designed by said Chris-, 
tian as the portion of his daughter. Accordingly in 
the year 1805 Frantz having pass all the purchase 
money received from Sullenbarger sundry bond pay- 
able at different periods for the money he had then 
advanced namely am[ount] for Li 00 payable on the 6th 
of May 1806 and for thirty pounds payable on the 

of May 1817 and am[ount] for thirty pounds due on the 
first of May 1818 also thru others for thirty pounds 
each payable successively in 1812, 1813 & 1814 which 
the said Christian in his life time assigned to his Daughter. 
[Elsewhere, p.3, Ifind Sullenbarger with the same style of "S" so I think the first letter of the next word starts with 
"S. "I 

S 	these last having never been Collected and the 
personal Estate of David Sullenburger having been long 
since exhausted your Orators are advised that the Estate 
of their testator is liable for them. Your Orators beg 
leave further to 	that David Sullenburger 
died many years ago (seized?) and (possessed?) Of the land 
above mentioned w s ch is yet in the hands of his heirs 
that the small pe onal estate of which he was 
(possessed?) s as is above stated been long since 
exhausted - aving nothing to satisfy said Debts 
with e Pt the land above mentioned. They are advised 

0. 	 ., 1 	fiJI ..'.j'r' 	p- -.-4-' -' 
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and believe that those debts from the peculiar cir-
cumstances under which they were Contracted do in 
Equity Create a lien upon the land because they  
are in (security?) for the purchase money thereof as will 
be evident to the Court from the facts above Stated 
for the to prevent Circuity Snodgrass did Convey to 
Sullenburger yet in point of fact Frantz was 
the purchaser from Snodgrass and the vendor to 
Sullenbarger but if there were andru\bt about 
this as they  cØiTi (conceive 2there not there can be none. 
It is believed that their are debts however Constructed 
which bind the real Estate in the hands of the 
heirs volunteers or purchasers with notice. In tender 
Consideration whereof and for as much as your 
Orators are without remedy in the premises except 
by the aid of the Court of Equity May it Please 
Your Worship to make the heirs and representatives of 
said Sullenburger Defendants to this bill namely John 
Denton and Anne his wife formerly Anne Sullenbarger, 
George Bowers and Mary his wife formerly Mary 
Sullenbarger, John Sullenbarger, Christian Sullanbarger, 
Jacob Neethawk and Susanna his wife formerly Susan 
nah Sullenbarger, and David Sullunbarger to compel 
them on Oath full true and perfect answer to make 
to all and (singular?) its allegations and that in (fully?) 
an if the same were here repeated and they thereto 
particularly interrogated to direct a === settlement 
of the personal Estate of said Sullenbarger if necessary 
and finally to degree that the said tract of Land 
be sold for the payment of the debts above set 
forth and to grant to your Orators such other and 
further relief as may be Consistant with equity 
and good Conscience and as ( ) they will ever ( ). 

And at Ruler held in the Clerks office of the 
said County Court of Botetourt on Monday the 



( 	) day of April 1827 came as well the plaintiff by their 
attorney as the Defendants by their attorney who filed 
this answer to which the plaintiffs replied Generally 
which answer is in these words "The answer of John Denton 
for himself and as Guardian for David Sullenburger, and 
his wife Ann Denton formerly Ann Sullenburger 
George Bowen and Mary his wife formerly Mary Sullen 
Burger Christian Sullenburger and Jacob (Neadhawk) and 
Susannah his wife formerly Susannah Sullenburger to 
A Bill (exhi1P?) against them in the Chancery 
Court of Botetourt Countyflby Michael Frantz and 
Isaac Gabi Exers of Christian Frantz Deed. These respondents 
Saving to themselves all legal and proper exceptions 
So far as they are advised by Counsel to be necessary 
Answereth and saith that as to the truth and correct 
Ness of the allegations in the aforesaid Bill that 
Are not able to reply generally but they believe 
The Statement in the said bill (that David Sullenbur 
ger Dee' d was only entitled to a credit of $100  on 
the Claim of Christian Frantz against him for the 
portion which he gave his daughter the wife of 
the said David Sullenburger) to be wholely untrue 
and they state that they have understood and there 
fore charge it to be true that the said Christian 
Frantz gave each of his daughters as they married 
And left him one hundred pounds as their portion 
And that the said Christian Frantz intended and 
The said David Sullenburger was entitled to a credit 
of L 100 pounds for his wife Elizabeth (formerly 
Elizabeth Frantz) 	and these respondants 
Further state that they believe if their was a fair 
And Correct Settlement of the administration of the 
Aforesaid Michael Frantz & Isaac Gabi upon the 
Estate of Christian Frantz and David Sullunburger 
Dec'd that there would be but a small balance 



if any and the Estate of the aforesaid Frantz from the Estate 
of the said Sullenbarger and then respondants further state 
that if there was still 	1a Claim of the Estate of the Dec'd 
Frantz against the Estate of the said Sullenburger as is 
Set forth in the aforesaid bills and if the said Clause 
Was Created by money borrowed of the Dec'd Frantz by the 
Said Sullenburger for the purpose of paying for the land 
Which the said Sullenburger bought of Isaac Snodgrass 
Who made him a deed for it in April 1802 that the 
Land would not be liable for the aforesaid Claim as it is 
A loan made to the said Sullenburger by the said 
Frantz and Cannot be construed in any other light 
That the dates of the bond are so long subsequent 
To the date of the Deed is strong presumptive testimony 
That they seem not executed for the purchase money 
Of the land as it is scarcely probably that Snodgrass would 
Have made a Deed to Sullenburger so long before he 
was payed for it and the long time which has elapsed 
since the orogen [sic] of the Claim and the Conveyance of 
the land to Sullenburger during which time himself& 
his descendents (remained?) in peaceable P040  
land and no Claim or pretentions to a lean on the 
land was ever set up by Frantz or his Executors is 
strong prof that neither Frantz or his Executors can 
	the land bound for the payment of the aforesaid 
debt. These respondents therefore pray that they may 
be 	:&'with a decree for their Costs and that 
the accounts of the aforesaid Michael Frantz and 
Isaac Gabi in their administration on the Estate of 
David Sullenburger Dec'd and Christian Frantz may be 
Submitted to the Master Commissioner for Settlement 
Botetourt County to wit 
This day personally appeared before me a Justice of the 
Peace for said County John Denton George Bowers Jacob 
Naidhawk and Christian Sullenburger parties to the 



within answer and made Oath that the within answer 
so far as it is related from their own knowledge is true 
and so far as it is relates upon the information of 
others they believe to be true. Given under my hand 
this 14th  day of March 1827 

Eleazer Smutland 
Botetourt County to wit 

This day personally appeared before me a Justice of 
The peace for said County Ann Denton (formerly Ann 
Sullenburger) Mary Bower (formerly Mary SullenburgerO 
And Susannah Neadhawk (formerly Susannah Sullenburger) 
Parties to the within answer and made Oath that the 
Within answer so far so far as it is related from their 
Own knowledge is true and so far as related from their 
Information of others they believe it to be true. Given 
Under my hand this 24 1h  day of March 1827. 

G. M Donald 
And at a Court Continued and held at the Courthouse 
for the County of Botetourt on Wednesday the 13th  day 
of February 1828 the following decree was entered 
Frantz etal Executors 
Sullenburger heirs 
This came came On to be heard on this day upon 
bill answer and exhibits on the Cause and was 
Counsel upon Consideration whereof the Court is of opin- 
ion that the lands in the bill mentioned are liable for 
the Debts set forth therein of the personal Estate of 
David Sullenburger the ancestor of the Defendants be 
Exhausted, it is ordered and Decreed therefore that the 
Commissioners of this Court take an account of(.tes?) 1" 

cc 	of the Estate of said Sullenburger and report the 
same to this Court in order that a final decree maybe 
made in this Cause. 
And at another day to wit at a Court held at the 
Court House for the County of Botetourt on Tuesday the 15th 



Day of November 1831 the following Decree was Executed 
Frantz etal Executors 
Sullenburger heirs 
Ordered that the Commissions state and settle the accounts 
of Michael Frantz administrator of David Sullenburger from 
the Commencement of his transactions without any 
regard to the previous reports made by him in this cause. 
The following are Copies of the Settlements made & refered to in the 
Foregoing Cause to wit 

Agreeable to an order of Botetourt August Court 
1 824 	the Commissioners having met and (examined?) 
the accounts of the Estate of David Sullenburger Dec'd 
shewn to us by Michael Frantz Administrator of Estate to wit 
Amt of Sale of Said Estate L215 7 21/2 
Rent for three years 65 5 
Ditto for four years 85 66  

Ditto for one year 20 15 
Ditto for one ditto 25 15 
Ditto for one ditto 30 44  

Ditto for Six ditto 180 44 

Note on Elizabeth Sullenburger now Elizabeth Harsh-
barger Christian Frantz principal & Int up to 17 Feb 1825 81 2 1 

L701 4 31/2 
As per voucher 	and Commissioners to said administrators 607 9 1 

Balance the Estate 	 L 93 15 21/2 
Leaving in the hands of said Administrator the following 
Bonds to wit 	David Sullenburger Dec'd to Chris- 
tian Frantz Dec'd of whom Michael Frantz Dec'd 
and of whom Michael Frantz is Executor due 1st  of May 
1817 after giving the 	Credits leaves a balance 
with Interest of 22 16 4 
Also one Ditto due 1st  May 1818 of L37"6"8 with 
Int up to 12th  February 1825 52 12 6 
Also amount] due 6th  May 1806 of 	100 with Int up to 
12 February 1825 212 12 ? 

Making the amount 288 1 


