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Amazing 
Jim Witter grew an unusual 
crop of corn last summer. Three 
acres of his maize, as corn is 
called in many parts of the 
world, became the world's 
largest maze. The Shippensburg, 
Pa., dairy farmer agreed to let 
that much of his crop be turned 
into a maze specifically created 
to earn a citation in the Guinness 
,?ih nfRur4g, 

The project was the brainchild 
of Don Frantz, a Pennsylvania 
native and theatrical producer, 
and Adrian Fisher, an English-
man who makes his living 
designing mazes. 
The Amazing Maize Maze, as 

Frantz and Fisher dubbed their 
creation, was cut into Witter's 
corn field in June. Volunteers 
wielding weed trimmers spent 
several weekends carving and 
manicuring the complex design. 
The maze was open to the 

public the last two weekends of 
August and Labor Day weekend. 
It attracted a total of more than 
23,000 visitors. Many went 
through more than once. Adults 
shelled out $5 and children $4 
each for an opportunity to get 
lost in the intricate labyrinth. 

At a minimum, those who 
braved the maze had to decide at 
28 different points whether to 
turn right or left. The few who 
were lucky enough to make all  

maize maze 
the correct choices walked only 
.688 mile to complete their jour-
ney. But most traversed much 
more of the maze's 2.03 miles of 
paths. Average time to make it 
through was 75 minutes. 

Along with the thousands of 
visitors, the maze attracted ex-
tensive media coverage, includ- 
ing a spot on The Today Show on 
NBC. The promoters donated 
part of the proceeds to the local 
historical society and compen-
sated Witter for the use of his 
land and the corn he lost. The 
remainder went for expenses. 

Today, the amazing maze is 
little more than ordinary-look- 
ing corn stubble. Witter and his 
wife, Miriam, are trying to 
adjust to living a normal farm 
life again, but the euphoria and 
countless memories linger on. 
And, in a fat scrapbook, they 
have a certificate from the 
Guinness publishers verifying 
that the 172,000-square-foot 
maze on their farm was the 
largest ever constructed. 

While the certificate doesn't 
guarantee a listing in a future 
Guinness book, the Witters still 
rate the venture one of the high- 
lights of their lives. "There were 
a few rough spots," Jim con-
fides. "But basically, we loved 
every minute. It really made us 
feel like recycled teenagers." V 

To raise or not to raise? 
A new computer program from 
Washington State University 
helps beef-cattle producers 
answer a question that arises 
every year: Should I raise my 
heifer calves to use as reolace-
rnents, or should I sell then and 
buy replacement heifers? 
The program takes into 

account such variables as the 
selling price of weaned heifer 
calves, the cost of raising re-
placement heifers, and the pur-
chase price of replacements. It 
calculates the change in net 
income if replacements are pur-
chased rather than raised, the 
break-even selling price for 
raised heifer calves and pur-
chased replacement heifers, 
and the predicted difference 
in weaning weights between 
calves from raised and pur-
chased replacements. 

The DOS-based program and 
documentation can be pur-
chased for $20 from the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics, 
Washington State University, 
Pullman, WA 99164-6210. You'll 
need to specify the diskette e 
that you require. 
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Cotton bulletin board 
The National Cotton Council 
operates an electronic bulletin 
board called COTNET for cot-
ton growers. It's database pro-
vides fresh news on how the 
cotton market is being affected 
by the weather, insect and dis-
ease outbreaks, and other fac-
tors. Last fall, COTNET also 
offered a farm-bill hotline. 

In addition, the bulletin board 
provides abstracts of cotton-
research reports presented at 
the annual Beitwide Cotton Con-
ference over the past 12 years. 

You can access COTNET by 
using a computer and modem to 
call (901) 278-7305. 
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Full speed ahead 
Small-town Americans are 
adopting new information tech-
nology faster than their urban 
counterparts, according to a 
recent study of 20 small commu-
nities in six Midwestern states. 

University rcsearcher3 sur--
veyed businesses and individu-
als in Iowa, Minnesota, North 
and South Dakota, Nebraska, 
and Kansas. Only two of the 20 
towns have a population of more 
than 5,000, and researchers con-
sidered all 20 to be "relatively 
isolated." 

The survey revealed that 69 
percent of the respondents reg-
ularly use fax machines, 61 per-
cent have telephone answer-
ing machines, 65 percent avail 
themselves of educational video 
tapes, and 51 percent use com-
puters for accounting work. 
About 6 percent reported that 
they use the Internet, and 9 per-
cent said they've used interac-
tive television. 

John Allen, a University of 
Nebraska rural sociologist, says 
he and other members of the 
survey team were surprised to 
find that telecommunications 
technology is being used at least 
as much in many of the sur-
veyed communities as in most 
urban areas. 

"Rural businesses are actually 
using this technology more than 
their urban counterparts," Allen 
notes. "They told us it's helping 
them cut costs and expand their 
market regions." 

Nearly two-thirds of the 
respondents rated telecommuni-
cations important or very impor-
tant to future economic growth 
in their communities. 'It didn't 
matter whether we were looking 
at a very poor community or a 
fairly wealthy one," Allen says. 
"They all believe that telecom-
munications is going to be a key 
to their future survival." 
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