
''':-.:714....-27.3,IT,q1.„TFUZ17,111111.13Z711331%3EFR3IIVIVETRLEMENIP,,137,011', 1 , 3 	na, ":1.1"9T,T,7132170.:233.:17.711'" 7; ' 	r:r• 
111961111M1.111.10111011611311.11.11.11......?.., 	OW Sall.,ZeISM1212.10.31111/LIIMATIMIKUSEXIOSOMMEGMatalitraVREISPallISISIVt 

lyvitrat 
A.) 

ROOTS RESEARCH BUREAU, LTD. 
39 W. 32 STREET, SUITE 704 

N.Y., N.Y. 10001 

. .117.71ITT•frfr"7!  ' 
mom 	 1,101111.21111.141.4..1.1.11BMITEIN.1111.1611.1161D3S/MPAII01. „ 	„ 

AILICIIMEMEMELM=M11120. 7211E171===.11=rovirIM 

;I! 

i
i.  



Roots Research Bureau, Ltd. 
39 west 32 Street, Suite 704-
New 

04
New York, NY 10001 

lb 



THE NAME AND FAMILY 

OF 

FRAN(T)Z, FRANCE 

ROOTS RESEARCH BUREAU, LTD. 
Business Office 

-o West -j-) Street LreL 
Suite 74 

New 'fork, NY 10001 

Manuscript Number 984 

Copyright 1984 Roots Research Bureau, Ltd. 
All Rights Reserved 



TIE NAME AND FAMILY OF FRANZ OR FRANTZ 

The name of FRANZ, FRANTZ, or FRANCE is of German 

origin and derives from the Christian or personal name 

of Franciscus or Frank, which means "free". In some 

cases, too, France is believed to have been a shortened 

form of Francis, a personal name derived from the same 

Teutonic root, but modified by the French form of the 

name, Francois. It is also suggested that the surname 

France rny have been in some cases of Local origin, 

since it is found in the early English records with the 

French prefix de, signifying fl0ftt  or "from". 

In ancient European and. early American records the 

name appears In the various spellings of Vrantz, Frentze, 

Frantze, Franze, Frense, Frants, Frantes, Frans, Franse, 

Frontz, Franz, Frenz, Frentz, Francia, Fraunce, France, 

Franz, Frantz, etc. Of the forms mentioned, the last 

three are those most often in evidence in America in 

modern times. 

The surname France is chiefly found in early tines 
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in England. Among the earliest definite records of the 

name are those of Herman 

or Janyn and Johannes or 

in Yorkshire in the year 

whose daughter Helyn was 

de Francia, of London; Jenyn 

John de Fraunce, who were living 

1379; John Fraunce, of London, 

baptized in 1543;  and one France 

(also written ffrance), who was living in the early six-

teenth century in the Parish of Kirkham, County Lancaster. 

The last-mentioned bearer of the name was the father 

of two children, John and Alice, of whom the son resided 

at Little Eccieston, Lancashire, and was married in 1551 

to Alice Gllow, of Bryning. William France, of Little 

Eccieston, who is believed to have been descended from 

this couple, was the father about the middle of the 

seventeenth century of three children, John, Henry, and 

Alice. Of these, John married Deborah Elston, of Brock-

holes, Lancashire, about 1670  and died in Kirkham in 

1690. His children were Robert, Anne, Thomas, Deborah, 

John, William, Henry, Mary, and Edward France, of whom 

the first four died in infancy. John, the eldest sur-

viving son, married Joan, daughter of John Cross, of 

Cross Hall, County Lancaster, before 1699  and was the 

father by her of three children, John, Anne, and Henry, 

of whom the first married',Elizabeth, daughter and heir 
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to Thomas Roe, of Out Rawcliffe. To this union was born 

at least one son, named John France. 

One James France, of Eve'ton, England, died without 

issue in 1796  and was succeeded in his estates by his 

nephew, Thomas Hayhurst, who assumed the surname and 

arms of France. This family is said to have been 

descended from the Lancashire line. The children of 

Thomas were James, Thomas, Henry Hayhurst, Sarah, Ellen, 

Elizabeth, MarIanne, Frances, Harriet, and Caroline 

France, of whom the first had large estates in Cheshire. 

One of the best known of the families of the name 

In Continental Europe was that early resident at 

DUrresbach, in the Rhine Province, Germany, while an-

other German family was early seated at Nuremburg. In 

the latter half of the eighteenth century the former of 

these lines was represented by Johann Matthias Franz or 

Frantz, who, together with his sons, his brothers, and 

his nephews, was listed among the nobility of Bavaria in 

1780. The line was represented in 1829 by Gottfried 

Sigismund von Franz, of Prussia. 

The first of the name in America were John France, 

who settled in York County, Va., in 1651,  and William 

France, who settled in Lancaster County, Va., in 1654. 
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Both were probably of English descent, but the records 

of their immediate families or descendants are not 

available. 

Among the possible descendants of the Virginia emi-

grants were Henry France, of Pittsylvania County, Va., 

in 1767;  John France, of Pittsylvania County, in 1767; 

Henry France, who was living in 1782 in Henry County, 

Va.; James France, of Virginia, before 1790,  who had 

issue by his wife Sarah of a son named Presly; and Cap-

tain Harrison Carter France, who was born (parentage 

unknown) in Patrick County, Va., in 1818 and died in 

1896 in Henry County. By his wife, Katherine Penn, 

Captain Harrison Carter France was the father of ten 

children, Including a son named James Gordan France, some 

of whose descendants settled in North Carolina. 

Bearers of the name who came from Germany to America 

in the eighteenth century and settled in Pennsylvania 

include the following: Michel or Michael Frantz, who 

came from the Palatinate, in the ship Molly, in 1727; 

Frans Baltzar Frans, who cane from the Palatinate, in 

the ship Adventure Galley, in 1727;  Christian Frants or 

Frantz Jr., who came In the ship Samuel in 1732,  the 

latter being accompanied by his wife Eva and four 
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children., Johannes Johannes or John, Michiel or Michael, Veron-

ica, and Elizabeth; Johannes Frans or Frantz, who came 

from the Palatinate, in the ship John, in 1736; Paul 

Frantz, who came in the Samuel in 1737; Henrich Frantz, 

who came from the Palatlnate, in the St. Andrew Galley, 

in 1737;  Ludwig Frantz, who came in the ship Townsend 

in 1737;  Jacob Frans or Frantz, who came from the 

Palatinate, in the ship Robert and. Alice, in 1738; an-

other Jacob Frans or Frantz, who came from the Palati-

nate, in 1738,  in the ship Elizabeth; Assrnes or Erasmus 

and Johannes France or Frantz, who cie from the 

Palatinate, in the Loyal Judith, in 1739;  Johann or John 

Christopher Frans or Frantz, who came in the ship 

Samuel and Elizabeth in 17140; Johannes Frantz, who emi-

grated in 17140; Abraham, Henrick or Henry, and Peter 

Frontz or Frantz, who came in the ship Two Brothers in 

1714.7; Henrich Frantz, who came in the last-mentioned 

ship in 17148; George or Georg Michael Frantz, who came 

in the Albany in 17149;  Debalt Frantz, who came in the 

Phoenix in 1750; George Frantz, who came in the ship 

Shirley in 1751;  Jacob and Philip Frantz, who came in 

the ship Brothers in 1751; Hans Berrthart Frantz, who emi-

grated in 1751; Christoph and Johan Frantz, who emigrated 
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in 1753;  Ferdinand and Andreas Frantz, who came in 17514; 

Jost Henrich, Johann Wilhelm, and Johann Jacob Frantz, 

all three of whom came over in the ship Jeneffer in 1764; 

Isaac Frantz, who came in the Chance in 1765;  Johann 

Henrich Frantz, who emigrated in 1766; Johan and Philip 

Frantz, who emigrated In 1770;  Peter Frantz, who came In 

the Fortune in 18014; and. Peter Dionis von Franz, who came 

from Coeln, in the ship Cordelia, in the year 1806. 

Sebastian Frantz, who came from the German Palati-

nate to New York in 17145,  settled at New Dorlack. He 

married Betsy Fritz and was the father by her of at 

least two sons, John and Jacob, of whom the former was 

killed by the Indians. The other son, Jacob Frantz or 

France, married Mary Bouck before 1799  and was the father 

of, probably among other children, a son named Christo-

pher I. France. 

The last-mentioned Christopher was the father by 

his wife, Elizabeth Cole, at Cobleskill, N.Y., of at 

least one son, James H. France, of Albany, who married 

Julia Best and was the father by her of Austin and 

Millard France, of Albany, N.Y. 

The brothers David and Peter Frantz, who came to 

America from Alsace in 1829, settled first at Baltimore, 
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Md., and in 1831 removed to Cincinnati, Ohio. David 

married Christina Staebler, of Cincinnati, in 1833, and 

in 1847 the family removed to Louisville, Ky. David 

and Christina had at least two 80113, David Jr. and 

George Washington Frantz, of Louisville. 

Of the last-mentioned brothers, George Washington 

Frantz married Mary E. Enderlin in 1866 and was the 

father by her of six children, George W. Jr., Emma 

Eugenia, Walter L., David W., Edwin A., and Harold W. 

Jacob Frantz, of German descent, was living in Vir-

glnia about the middle of the nineteenth century. He 

had at least one son, Thornton P. Frantz, who married 

Sarah J. Petit before 1874 and had, probably among other 

children, a son named Frac Flavius Frantz, who made his 

home in Tennessee. 

Among traits of the fPrTl1ly which recur in many cases 

from generation to generation are determination, a rather 

high intellectual capacity, and a preference for academic 

and professional pursuits. They have been outstanding as 

educators, lawyers, clergymen, and in executive positions. 

Those of the f&ritly who served with the colonial 

forces during the American Revolution included John, 

Lewis, and Peter France, of Virginia; Adam, Christian, 
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Crisley, Daniel, George, Henry, Jacob, John, Marines, 

Michael, Nicholas, Paul, Peter, and William France, of 

Pennsylvania; Christian and Jacob Frans, John Fransce, 

and Peter Franse, of Pennsylvania; Danil, Henry, and 

Ludwig Franss, of Pennsylvania; Christen, George, Jacob, 

Ludwig, and. Peter Frants, of Pennsylvania; Abraham, 

Adam, Christian, Daniel, George, Henry, Jacob, Jearge, 

John, Ludwig, Michael, Nicholas, and. Peter Frantz, of 

Pennsylvania; Michel and Peter Franz, of Pennsylvania; 

Adam, Cornelius, Joast or Yost, Johannes, John, Solomon 

Jr., and Swantick France, of New York; and Adam, Chris-

topher, Cornelius, Jacob, Jacob Jr., John, Wllihelmus, 

and. William Frans or Frantz, of New York. 

Joseph, John, Jacob, George, Henry, William, James, 

Thomas, Christian, Michael, Peter, Christopher, David, 

Philip, Daniel, and Nicholas are some of the masculine 

Christian names frequently recurrent in the annals of 

the frni1y. 

Bearers of the name who have been prominent in 

America in comparatively recent years include the 

following: 

Joseph Frantz (b. 1864), of Ohio, manufacturer. 

John H. Frantz (b. 1869), of Tennessee, lawyer. 
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Joseph Irwin France (b. 1873), of New York, 
Senator. 

Frank Flavlus Frantz (b. 1874),  of Virginia 
and Tennessee, educator. 

Melville Jefferson France (b. 1878), of New 
York, lawyer. 

Mary Adele France (b. 1880), of Maryland, 
educator. 

Osvin Stricicer Frantz (b. 1880), of Pennsyl-
vania., educator. 

Jacob France (b. 1882), of Maryland, lawyer 
and business executive. 

George Arthur Frantz (b. 1888), of Pennsyl-
vania and Indiana, clergyman. 

One of the earliest of the coats of arms borne by 

the Germanic family of Franz or Frantz is described in 

heraldic terms as follows (Rietstap, Armorial Général, 

193k): 

Arms.--"Parted per pale gules and argent, 
four annulets of the one and of the other." 

Crest.---"A goat issuant proper, holding 
between his teeth an annulet gules. 

A coat of arms borne by the ancient English family 

of France is described heraldically thus (Burke, 

Encyclopaedia of Heraldry,  18144): 

Arms.--"Argent., on a mount, in base, a hurst 
proper, on a chief wavy azure, three fleurs-de-
lis or." 
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Crest.---"A mount, thereon a hurst, as in the 
arms, from the cehtre tree a shield pendent gu1es 
charged with a fleur-de-lis or, strap azure." 
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WHY YOU HAVE A FAMILY NAME AND WHAT IT MEANS 

Primitive personal names doubtless originated soon 

after the invention of spoken language, in the dark ages 

long preceding recorded history. For thousands of years 

thereafter first or given names were the only designations 

that men and women bore; and at the dawn of historic 

times, when the world was less crowded than it is today 

and every man knew his neighbor, one title of address was 

sufficient. Only gradually, with the passing centuries 

and the increasing complexity of civilized society, did a 

need arise for more specific designations. While the 

roots of our system of family names may be traced back to 

early civilized times, actually the hereditary surname as 

we know it today dates from scarcely more than nine 

hundred years ago. 

A surname is a name added to a baptismal or given 

name for the purposes of making it more specific and of 

indicating family relationship or descent. Classified 

according to origin, most surnames fall into four general 

groups: 	(1) those formed from the given name of the sire; 
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(2) those arising from bodily or personal characteristics; 

(3) those derived from locality or place of residence; and 

(1) those derived from occupation. 	It is easier to 

understand the story of the development of our institution 

of surnames if these classifications are borne in mind. 

As early as Biblical times certain distinguishing 

appellations were occasionally employed in addition to the 

given name, as, for instance, Joshua the son of Nun, 

Azariah the son of Nathan, Judas of Galilee, and Simon the 

Zealot. 	In ancient Greece a daughter was named after her 

father, as Chryseis, daughter of Chryses; and a son's name 

was often an enlarged for of his father's, as Hieronymus, 

son of Hiero. The Romans, with the rise of their 

civilization, met the need for hereditary designations by 

inventing a complex system whereby every patrician took 

several names. None of them, however, exactly 

corresponded to surnames as we know them, for the "clan 

name", although hereditary, was given also to slaves and 

other dependents. This system proved to be but a 

temporary innovation; the overthrow of the Western Empire 

by barbarian invaders brought about its end and a 

reversion to the primitive custom of a single name. 

The ancient Scandinavians and for the most part 

the Germans had only individual names, and there were no 

family names, strictly speaking, among the Celts. But as 
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family and tribal groups grew in size, individual names 

became inadequate and the need for supplementary 

designations began to be felt. Among the first employed 

were such terms as the Hardy, the Stern, the Dreadful-in-

Battle; and the nations of northern Europe soon adopted the 

practice of adding the fathers  name to the son's, as 

Oscar son of Carnuth and Dermid son of Duthno. 

True surnames, in the sense of hereditary 

appellations, date in England from about the year 1000. 

Largely they were introduced from Normandy, although there 

are records of Saxon surnames prior to the Norman 

Conquest. During the reign of Edward the Confessor (1042-

1066) there were Saxon tenants in Suffolk bearing such 

names as Suert Magno, Stigand Soror, Siuward Rufus, and 

Leuric Hobbesune (Hobson) ; and the Domesday record of 

1085-1086, which exhibits some curious combinations of 

Saxon forenames with Norman family names, shows surnames 

in still more general use. By the end of the twelfth 

century hereditary names had become common in England. 

But even by 1465 they were not universal. During the 

reign of Edward V a law was passed to compel certain Irish 

outlaws to adopt surnames: "They shall take unto them a 

Surname, either of some '['own, or some Colour, as Blacke or 

Brown, or some Art or Science, as Smyth or Carpenter, or 

some Office, as Cooke or Butler." And as late as the 
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beginning of the nineteenth century a similar decree 

compelling Jews in Germany and Austria to add a German 

surname to the single names that they had previously used. 

As stated above, family names fall into four 

general classes according to their origin. One of these 

classes comprises surnames derived from the given name of 

the father. Such names were formed by adding a prefix or 

suffix denoting either "son of" or a diminutive. English 

names terminating in son (or the contraction s), ing, and 

kin are of this type, as are also the innumberable names 

prefixed with the Gaelic Mac, the Norman Fitz, the Irish 

0, and the Welsh ap. Thus the Sons of John became 

Johnsons; the sons of William, Williamsons or Wilsons; the 

sons of Richard, Richardsons or Richardses; the sons of 

Neill, MacNeills; the sons of Herbert, FitzHerberts; the 

Sons of Reilly, O'Reillys; and the sons of Thomas, ap 

Thomases (ap has been dropped from many names of which it 

was formerly a part). There are also German, 

Netherlandish, Scandinavian, and other European surnames 

of similar formation, such as the Scandinavian names ending 

in sen. 

Another class of surnames, those arising from some 

bodily or personal characteristic of their first hearer, 

apparently grew out of what were in the first instance 

nicknames. Thus Peter the strong became Peter Strong, 
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Rober of small stature became Roger Little or Roger Small, 

and black-haired William or blond Alfred became William 

Black or Alfred White. A few examples of names of this 

type are Long, Short, Hardy, Wise, Good, Gladman, Lover, 

and Youngman. 

A third class of family names, and perhaps the 

largest of all, is that comprising local surnames--names 

derived from and originally designating the place of 

residence of the bearer. Such names were employed in 

France at an early date and were introduced into England 

by the Normans, many of whom were known by the titles of 

their estates. The surnames adopted by the nobility were 

chiefly of this type, being used with the particles de, de 

la, or del (meaning "of" or "of the") . The Saxon 

equivalent was the word atte  ("at the") , found in such 

names as John atte Brook, Edmund atte Lane, Godwin atte 

Brigg, and William Atwood, and Atwater; in other cases the 

Norman de was substituted; and in still others, such as 

Wood, Briggs, and Lane, the particle was dropped. The 

surnames of some of the Pilgrim Fathers illustrate place 

designations. Winthrop, for instance, means "of the 

friendly village"; Endicott, "an end cottage"; and 

Bradford, "a broad for". The suffixes "ford", "ham", 

"ley", and "ton", denoting locality, are of frequent 

occurrence in such English names as Ashford, Bingham, 



-6- 

Burley, and Norton. 

Commencing about the time of Edward the Confessor 

a fourth class of surnames arose--names derived from 

occupation. The earliest of these seem to have been 

official names, such as Bishop, Mayor, Alderman, Reeve, 

Sheriff, Chamberlain, Chancellor, Chaplain, Deacon, 

Latimer (interpreter), Marshall, Sumner (summoner), and 

Parker (parkkeeper). 	Trade and craft names, although of 

the same general type, were slightly later development. 

Currier 	as a dresser of skins, Webster a weaver, 

Wainwright a wagonbuilder, and Baxter a baker. Such names 

as Smith, Taylor, Barber, Shepherd, Carter, Mason, and 

Miller are self-explanatory. 

Some surnames of today which seem to defy 

classifiction or explanation are corruptions of ancient 

forms that have become disguised almost beyond 

recognition. 	For instance, Troublefield was originally 

Tuberville, Wrinch was Renshaw, Diggles was Douglas, 

Sinnocks and Snooks were Sevenoaks, Barrowcliff and 

Berrycloth were Barraclough, and Strawbridge was 

Stourbridge. 	Such corruptions of family names, resulting 

from ignorance of spelling, variations in pronunciation, 

or merely from the preference of the bearer, tend to 

baffle both the genealogist and the etymologist. 

Shakespeare's name is found in some twenty-seven different 
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forms, and the majority of English and Anglo-American 

surnames have, in their history, appeared in four to a 

dozen or more variant spellings. 

In the United States a greater variety of family 

names exists than anywhere else in the world. Surnames of 

every race and nation are represented. While a 

substantial number are of English, Scotch, Irish, Welsh, 

and western European origin, brought to this country by 

scions of families that had borne these names for 

generations prior to emigration, many others have come 

from central and southern Europe and the Slavic countries, 

where the use of surnames is generally a more recently 

established practice. Some families had no fixed surname 

until after their arrival in America; and in other cases 

emigrants from continental Europe or their descendants 

have translated or otherwise modified their names. These 

factors contribute to the difficulties encountered by 

students of etymology and family history. 

Those Americans who possess old and honored names 

--Who trace their surnames back to sturdy immigrant 

ancestors, or beyond, across the seas and into the mists 

of antiquity--may be rightfully proud of their heritage. 

While the name, in its origin, may seem ingenious, humble, 

surprising, or matter-of-fact, its significance today lies 

not in a literal interpretation of its initial meaning but 
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in the many things that have happened to it since it first 

came into use. In the beginning it was only a label to 

distinguish one John from his neighbor John who lived 

across the field. 	But soon it established itself as part 

of the bearer's individuality; and as it passed to his 

children,his children's children, and their children, it 

became the symbol not of one man but of a family and all 

that that family stood for. Handed down from generation to 

generation, the surname grew inseparably associated with 

the achievement, the tradition, and the prestige of the 

family. Like the coat of arms--that vivid symbolization 

of the name which warrior ancestors bore in battle--the 

name itself has become a badge of family honor. It has 

become the "good name" to be proud of and to protect as 

one's most treasured possession. 
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