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Little Swatara Church of the Brethren 
The Little Swatara Congregation consists of families 

who reside for the most part in northwestern Berks Coun-
ty, specifically in the townships of Bethel, Tulpehocken, 
Upper Tulpehocken and Marion. Their present worship 
center is located one mile west of Rehrersburg. The name 
Swatara is the Indian designation for two creeks, one the 
Little Swatara flowing out of the Blue Moutain south and 
westward, joining with the Big Swatara, which flows even-
tually into the Susquehanna River. In colonial times the 
Swatara communicants lived in a very large area, ex-
tending essentially throughout the Lebanon Valley from 
the Schuylkill to the Susquehanna. 

"In 1745, George Besher, Michael Frantz, Peter 
Heckman, John Frant7 and others settled in this district. 
They were baptised by Elder George Kline of the Northkill 
congregation. Elder Kline was the first elder (in charge, or-
dained in 1750), assisted by Peter Heckman, who was or-
dained soon after 1770. On Aug. 12, 1780 the above named 
Michael Frantz was ordained elder by Elders Sower and 
Urner. George Besher and Jacob Moyer were ordained 
deacons (ministers)" - quoted from Brumbaugh's history. 
In 1770 there were forty-five active communicants. 

The congregation and leadership of the Conestoga 
church (organized in 1724) had the oversight of other 
Brethren groups that formed as people moved westward 
and northwestward through Lancaster Co. (which then in-
cluded much of the Swatara area). In 1772 there was agree-
ment to separate the White Oak (western Lancaster Co.) 
and the Swatara (Lebanon Valley) from Conestoga into 
organized congregations in their own right. Little Swatara 
and Big Swatara came into being in 1798 or 1800, their 
areas corresponding to whether the members lived east or 
west of where the two Swatara Creeks join at Jonestown. 
• By 1841 it was necessary to separate the Tulpehocken 
congregation from Little Swatara, the dividing line being 
one mile north of the Reading-Harrisburg Pike (US #422). 

A further division was necessary by 1866 when Maiden-
creek (formerly Northkill, now Mohrsville) became a 
separate congregation. Then in 1877 the Schuylkill 
Church (Big Dam, north of Pinegrove) began a separate 
existence from Little Swatara. 

Until about the mid-1800s congregations met in home 
sor barns. But in 1846 Little Swatara built the Merkey 
meeting house, about a mile northwest of Bethel, 
overlooking Round Top Valley, using Blue Mountain 
Sandstone for the walls. The Moyer (Meyer) meeting 

-house (brick) was built in 1860 between Hamlin and Mt. 
Zion. About that time also another meeting house of brick 
was erected a mile northwest of Rehrersburg then in 1875 
a larger frame structure replaced the brick; both were 
known as the Ziegler Meeting House. In the same year 
another frame building was erected in Frystown on land 
given by Elias Frantz who operated a tannery in that 
village. Love feasts were held alternately in the Ziegler 
and Meyer houses. Then in 1877 Light's Meeting House 
was built, and in 1910 a brick church was built in 
Fredericksburg. 

Some of the Little Swatara Brethren were also active in 
the Union House, at Schuberts and at Kutztown. A 
cemetery was provided adjacent to each of the Meeting 
Houses. Earlier burials were in family cemeteries, for ex-
ample the Bashore Cemetery, northwest of Bethel, the 

Frantz Cemetery along Wintersville Road south of Bethel, 
the Wenger Cemetery near Jonestown, and the Wolfe's 
cemetery near the Union House. 

In 1919 the western part of the Little Swatara Con-
greation separated, becoming known as the 
Fredericksburg congregation now Mt. Zion Road, in the 
Meyers Meeting House). 

The present Little Swatara building was erected in 
1963-64 and has become the sole meeting place for the con-
gregation. The older houses of worship were sold. 

Elders ordained and serving the congregation from the 
mid-1700s to the mid-1900's include Peter Heckman, 
Michael Frantz, Hans Jacob Bashore, Hans George 
Bashore, Joseph Merkey, David Merkey, Jacob Wenger, 
John Hertzler, E.M. Wenger, J.W. Meyer Sr., Jacob 
Pfautz, Ira Gibble and Jacob P. Merkey. In recent times 
Eldership rcsponsibiites have been given to M3derators. 
Board chairmen and Pastors. 

Free ministers (that means not on salary) served Little 
Swatara until 1968 when Glenn Goshorn was called to be 
the pastor, to be followed by John David Bowman and, 
presently, Jeffrey 0. Copp, senior pastor, and Daniel Ric-
cius as pastor of special ministries. Conway Bennett and 
Curtis Ziegler still serve in the free ministry upon occa-
sion. 

In 1887 the first Sunday School was organized at the 
Frystown Meeting House, and by the early 1900's schools 
were thriving also at the Meyer House, Union House and 
Zieglers. Classes were held in curtained-off areas of the 
main meeting room, and in basements. Early leaders were 
Henry M. Frantz, George Miller, William Ziegler, Jacob P. 
Merkey, Samuel Ziegler, Elias M. Frnatz, Sam Sherman, 
Calvin Bashore, Frank Ebling, Elias Meyer and Levi 
Wenger. When Little Swatara built the new facility in 
1963-64 a• Christian Education wing was provided to 
better serve the needs of the program. 

Vacation Bible Schools have been held each summer, 
continuously since 1929 when Miriam Madeira directed 
the first school at Frystown, which enrolled 186 pupils by 
the end of the two week period. The Ziegler House, a& 
conodating greater numbers, was then used from 1930 
through 1964. Bible School has always been a community 
effort so that pupils as well as teaching staff have come 
from many denominations. A high enrollment of about 
380 was attained in 1954 and again after ther move to the 
new facilities. Bus service for pupils has been a necessity 
in this predominantly rural area. 

In 1881 and again in 1901 the Eastern District Meeting 
was held at Little Swatara, also the Ministerial Meeting in 
1947 and the Labor Day Meeting of 1949. Little Swatara 
also hosted the Atlantic N.E. District Meeting in 1968 and 
1987. 

In 1871 the Annual Meeting of the Church of the 
Brethren (then still known as the German Baptist 
Brethren) was held at Little Swatara on the farm of ,John 
E. Merkey about one mile west of Bethel. Imagine the 
logistics of providing for a thousand or so folks, many 
corr jag by rail as far as they could to Myerstown, nine 
mles away. The cost of that meeting, according to the 
rec)rdS of John E. Merkey, Treasurer, was $1,983.44. Oh, 
for the good old days (Hm m...but then also horse and car- 
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(717) 949.3006 
.(717) 274-2006 

TOM B. MORRISSEY 
REISTVILLE TV & APPLIANCE 

ROUTE 501 
ON THE SQUARE IN RE(STVILLE 

RD 2 BOX 298 
UVERSTOWN, PA 17067 

riage, outhouses, straw ticks to sleep on, and wages of 50 
cents a day!) 

Little Swatara has been supportive of missions, helping 
the District and National budgets as well as underwriting 
..pecific people or projects in places like Africa. Ecuador, 
e  erto Rico, and Jordan Valley. In recent years several 

oung people have chosen the Christian ministry as voca-
tion, and are serving or have served in missions and/or as 
pastors. A number have also served in Brethren Volunteer 
Service projects in various places from time to time. In the 
early 1880's several Little Swatara families (Merkey and 
;Gauby) moved to Kansas. They were the founders of the 
-Church of the Brethren at Washington. Kansas. 

The present active membership of the Little Swatara 
congregation is about 380. The moderator is Ray Keeney. 

ra1 
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RESTAURANT 
Monday - Saturday 

6 AM -9 PM 

Closed Sunday 
740 E. Man Street 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 (71 7) 653-4745 

GERALD L. SHENK. MED, 
COUNSELOR 

JULIANN KAPSAK 
PHYSICIAN'S A5S4STANT.CERTWIED 

DALE E. BROWN-BIEBER, M.D. 
INTERNAL MEDICINE 8 PEDIATRICS 

JAMES STAUFFER, M.D. 
FAMILY MEDICINE 

ROBERT HARDING 
PHYSICIAN'S ASS)STANT"C(RTIFIEO 

WILLIAM J. LOVETT, M.D. 
FAMILY MEDICINE 

FREDERICKSBURG COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 
TAN & CHESTNUT STREFTS 

P0 BOX "9 

FREOERICKSBuR', PENNSYLVANIA 17026 

(717) 865-8644 
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EMIGRATED TO 
AMERICA 1727 

MICHAEL FRANTZ 
Born: Basle, Switzerland in 1687 
Died: Lancaster Co., PA in 1748 

MICHAEL FRANTZ, JR. 
(1725-ca 1808) 

married 
MAGDALENA ZUC 

JALB CHR1TIAN DIEL MIChAEL ABRIHAM PEER DAIL) 	DAUGAER 
ma. 

ELIZABETH GARST 
NI/ 

JOHN 

SALUEL MIIAEL ANNA DAJID ABJAHAM 
ma. 

ELIZABETH CHRISTIAN LYLIA JACOB SIAN JAEN 
ma. 

CATHERINE HOUTZ HENRY HOUTZ 

DA ID F. ELIZABETH A. 	 LYDIA A. 
ma. ma. 	 ma. 

MALINDA MAUGANS GEORGV. MAUGANS 	SEBASTIAN KELLAR (ER) 

MALLINDA HEN Y C. MARt E. LYDIA A. DAVID kIDEON IFRANLS A. COkA A. 
JOSEPF M. 	 MARTIN J. 	MARTHA J. 

MARGARET.E. 
Nit 

SAMJEL H. 

REUBEN B. ELI BETH MARY LINDA JOHN HEN 1Y 	 COLULBIA J. DAVID 1HRISTIAN 
LYDIA ELLEN 	 CAROLINE (CO L: 

IDA LUCINDA 

SARAH C. TOBIAS 1DWARD 

FRANTZ -- THE MATERNAL FAMILY OF LYDIA A. HOUTZ KELLAR (ER) 



Sincerely, 

Cl?'de L. Groff, A.G. 

CLYDE L. GROFF 

LANCASTER COUNTY CONNECTIONS 
713 COLUMBIA AVENUE 
LANCASTER, PA 17603 

13 AUGUST 1988 

HAZEL FRANTZ TURNER 
27105 CYPRESS ST 
HIGHLAND, CA 92346 

DEAR MS TURNER: 

Yours of 8th inst arrived and will respond. 

As far as I know there is no proof that CHRISTIAN FRANTZ of FRANKLIN COUNTY, PA 
(BISHOP IN REFORMED MENNONITE CHURCH) and MICHAEL FRANTZ, I, BISHOP OF THE CONEST 
OGA CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN, although many sources say this is so. 

No one has ever funded an in depth search of this with me. Yours is perhaps the 
fourth such letter that came to me in the past year about this line. 



341 Fairgrounds Road 
Painesville OH 44077 
August 1, 1988 

Hazel Frantz Turner 
27105 Cypress Street 
Highland CA 9234 

Dear Hazel 

I was delighted to receive your letter and to find another Frantz 
genealogist. I have not done any Frantz research for some time. My 
husband and I have been writing up his family histories and that 
has been very time consuming. We are not nearly -finished. 

However I have looked over my various notes and will try and 
tell you what I have found. As usual there seem to be many un-
answered questions and dubious in-Formation on these Lancaster Co. 
Frantz families, 

The three sons of Michael and Magdalena Zug Frantz that - you 
mention as lacking in-Formation on are the ones for which I have 
very little, also. The only thing I have on Abraham is his 
marriage to Maria Kock on the 29 May 1784. Maria was a daughter of 
Casper Kock. This information was on a card in the Mennonite 
Library file in Lancaster. There was no source listed It stated 
that Abraham was a son of Michael 	Magdalena.  

Rolland Flory in his Lest We Forget and Tales of Yestervears says 
that Abraham and Jacob left Botetourt Co. VA with their brothers. 
Christian, Daniel and David and went to Clark Co. Ohio and later 
the two of them went to Logan Co. Ohio. However, I wonder if he 
was mistaken and the Jacob and Abraham who went to Loan Co. were 
of the next qenerati on, Burials Frantz Fami lv and Rd ati yes which 
is a compilation of cemetery records from the Dore Man-Fred Frantz 
Manuscript gives numerous cemetery inscriptions for the various 
Frantzesin Clark and Logan counties. I -find only two of the sons 
of Michael & Maqdalene. listed - Christian and his wife, Mary Gsrst 
Frantz buried in the Myers Cemetery, Clark Co. OH and Daniel and 
his wife Anna Garst Frantz burned in the German Baptist Cemetery, 
Clark Co. 

I find no Abraham Frantz listed in the Ohio Census index for 1.820, 
1830 or 1840. There is a Jacob in Clark Co. in 1820 and 1830. 
However, I have not checked these to see if he is of the proper 
age. 

Even the 1810 census index for Virginia lists no Abraham. It does 
list Chri sley, Christian, Jr. Daniel, David, Henry. Jacob, John, 
Michael, Jr. Michael younger and Peter all in Botetourt Co. 

Now, as for the John Frantz of Manor Twp Lancaster Co. - I have 
no ides how or if he is related to the others. Rosemary Frantz of 
Lafayette IN with whom I have had correspondence over the years 
believes that he was the son of Balzer. I see nothing either to 
prove or disprove this. 

r 



The interesting thing is that John purchased his land in Manor 
Twp. in 174/7 from Christian and Barbara France (as it was 
spelled in the deed). I believe that this was the son of the 
immigrant  Christian. Christian and Barbara had only owned the land 
about a year be-fore selling it to John. However, no place in the 
deed is there mention of any relationship between Christian and 
John. In 1785 John sold his lend (just 2 years before he died) to 
Jacob Frantz who was a brother of my John. But again there was no 
mention of any relationship between the two. 

The Mennonite Library card -file states that this Jacob was a son 
of the immigrant Jacob - no source given. My John was also listed 
as a son of the immigrant  Jacob However, the last time I was at 
the library. I failed to find this card so perhaps it was not 
considered accurate. 

I have been through the tax records for Manor Twp and find only 
one Frantz (sometimes spelled France) from 1754 to 1779 and this 
was John. In 1779 there was a second John and aJacob. I have not 
studied the tax records of the other Townships. 

When John sold his land to Jacob • no wife was named so she must 
have already been deceased. This is unfortunate for had her name 
been Catharine, we could have been fairly  sure that this John was 
Sal zer s son. I have not found where John was buried. 

sa.l:erson, John sold his share of his father's land to his 
brother, Abraham in 177 and the deed states that -John was 
of Cocal i co Twp. In 1767 John of Manor Twp was living in Manor 
Twp and had been there for some time. It is this which leads 
me to believe that John of Manor Twp was not the son of Balzer. 
Ships lists  show at least 7 men by the name of John Frantz who 
arrived between 1732 and 1740. 

My John and all his family were very staunch Mennonites whereas 
Michael and all his other sons were very active in the Brethren 
church. 

Several years ago I had some correspondence with Harry Zook of 
State College Pa. who has written a book on the Zuos-Zooks. He 
sent me some information that was collected by Michael Zug of 
Lebanon PA in 1884. He lists the children of Michael Frantz Jr, 
listing Hannes or John as the second although he says he does not 
know the order. He gives no further information on John. His 
information was obtained from Aaron Frantz, a grandson of 
Christian (son of Michael • Jr.). He had quite a bit of information 
on Christian, Daniel, David and Michael but none on the other 
sans. 

I received this same set of in-formation last year from Willard 
Francis of Elizabethtown PA whose father, 3.9. Francis was a 
son-in-law of Michael Zug. 

I'm afraid this is all very confusing and will unfortunately not 
answer any of the questions you may have about Lancaster County 
Frantzes. If I should by any chance get some additional information 
I will let you know. 

Si n crl 
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July 7, 1988, at the age of 18 years, 3 months, 
and 19 days. 

Andrew loved life. He always wanted to 
be working and busy. The joy of his life was to 
work with his Dad in the cabinet business. 
His brothers and sister were very dear to him. 
Home had become precious. Andrew loved 
people and had many friends. In his last year 
with us, Andrew had grown and made many 
good changes in his young life, but alas, God's 
time is not always our time, and he was taken. 

He is survived by his parents; 3 brothers, 
Gregory, Timothy, and Stephen; and 1 sister, 
Jennifer. His family circle included grand-
parents, William J. and Mildred Layman, and 
Carroll F. and Nedra Pugsley; many uncles, 
aunts, and cousins, so precious and special. 
We all loved him dearly, but now our family 
circle is broken and we feel our loss keenly. 

Brief services were held on Sunday, July 
10, in the Chiles and Son-Laman Funeral 
Home at Lima, followed by services in the 
Ash Grove meetinghouse at 10:30 a.m., with 
the home brethren officiating. Ps. 23 was 
read. Hymns 150, 69, 455, and 494 were 
used. His body was lovingly laid to rest in the 
Ash Grove Cemetery. We leave Andrew in 
the hands of a wise and all merciful God, who 
knows all and sees all, and whose ways are 
higher than our ways. 

The Family 

FRANTZ - Garst L., of West Charleston, 
Ohio, passed away July 10, 1988, at the age of 
94 years, 1 month, and 11 days. He was born 
on May 29, 1894, in Bethel Twp., Miami Co., 
Ohio. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Simeon and Elnora (Garst) Frantz; his wife of 
54 years, Maude (Ernswiler) Frantz; his son, 
John S. Frantz; his daughter, Ada Belle 
Lemons; his brother, John Frantz; and his 
sister, Ethel Dysinger. 

Garst is survived by 4 daughters, Alice 
Fisher, Pearl Hines, Lucille and Jacob 
Reichert, and Mary and Joe Jones; 16 grand-
children; 29 great-grandchildren; and 6 great-
great-grandchildren. 

Garst was a faithful member of the Maple 
Grove Old German Baptist Church, having 
been baptized there in July, 1916, and attended 
72 consecutive communions in that district. 

He asked for and received the anointing  

service June 5, 1988, from which he received 
comfort. 

Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m., 
July 13, in the Maple Grove meetinghouse by 
the home brethren. Hymns used were 483, 
475, and 494. 

Burial was in Myers Cemetery, North 
Hampton, Ohio. 

The Family 

DENLINGER - Ralph H., son of Vernon 
and Mina (Deeter) Denlinger, was born in 
Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 7, 1899. His 
spirit took its flight July 15, 1988, after an 
extended illness, making his sojourn on earth 
88 years, 8 months, and 8 days. 

He was united in marriage with Mary M. 
Benedict, Jan. 3,1924. Together they shared 
the joys and sorrows of life for 64 years. 

He so quietly cherished his children and 
grandchildren coming home to visit and en-
joyed the fellowship of the brethren. 

They were baptized into the Old German 
Baptist Church, May 13, 1925, to which he 
lived faithful until passing from time to eter-
nity. He called for the anointing service in 
April, 1988, which gave him great comfort. 

He was a farmer at heart, and his life was 
spent on a farm close to where he grew to 
manhood. There were many, many hours 
spent in getting ready for market. After 
retiring, he was able to pursue another ambi-
tion. His wood-working items are now cher-
ished pieces in the homes of his children and 
grandchildren. 

He is survived by his companion; 2 daugh-
ters, and 1 son, Lois V. Avery, R. Ezra 
Denlinger, and Mabel I. Denlinger; 1 brother, 
Marlin I. Denlinger, 8 grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 1 daughter, 
Emma R. Miller; 1 son, Karl V. Denlinger; 1 
granddaughter, Claudia J. Lehman; and 2 
great-grandsons, Darin Lehman and Darvin 
Lehman. 

A brief service was held at Rogers Funeral 
Home and continued at the Stillwater church 
by the home brethren. The text was from 
1 Thess. 4:13-18. Hymns used were 522,552, 
455, and 389. Burial was in the Stillwater 
Cemetery. 

We wait in hope on the promise given. 
The Family 
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by Bro. Gene Wagoner. Following was a 10:00 
a.m., service at the Deer Creek meeting-
house. Elder Raymond Wagoner opened with 
hymn 455. The message was brought by 
Elder Calvin Wolf with hymn 522 and 2 Cor. 
4:17 to 5:8. Burial followed at Musselman 
Cemetery, very near to where Linda lived. 
She was lovingly carried to her resting place 
by her brothers and brothers-in-law. Services 
were concluded by Elder Jay Brubaker with 
Hymn 389. Other hymns were sung as the 
grave was being filled. 

Thus closes an earthly mission, surely one 
of courage, and she now awaits the Resurrec-
tion Day. The Lord bath given and the Lord 
hath taken away. Blessed be the Name of the 
Lord. 

The Family 

BRENNEMAN - Homer Darius, son of 
Darius and Myrtle (Stambach) Brenneman, 
was born June 7, 1910, on a farm near 
Astoria, Illinois. On Aug. 5, 1930, he was 
united in marriage with Gladys Iva Moore. Of 
this union were born 2 sons, and 1 daughter. 

Early in life, at the age of 2½ years, his 
mother passed away, leaving him to live alone 
with his father. A few years later they moved 
from Illinois to Indiana, finally settling in 
Carroll Co. During his early years, Dad stayed 
with members and friends in the community, 
helping on their farms, embracing the oppor-
tunity of attending school, and acquiring a 
basic education which he considered of great 
value. For 57 years, Dad lived on the same 
farm near Pyrmont, being engaged in the 
farming occupation. For several years, Dad 
also operated a trucking business, hauling 
livestock, coal, grain, and various agricultural 
products throughout the local communities. 
In his retirement years, Dad was active in 
County, State, and National organizations for 
the conservation of our natural resources, of 
which he was a State Director for several 
years. 

Dad always loved nature and spoke often 
about the importance of being conservative 
in all things, especially the things of nature 
and the value of obeying the laws pertaining 
thereto. Dad was a very good husband and 
father, having a great concern and devout 
love for his family, his grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, always having their wel-
fare and good behavior foremost on his mind. 

He diligently taught them the importance of 
honesty, of being sincere and dedicated, of 
having and showing forth a deep and strong 
respect for our friends, neighbors, and fel-
lowman. Dad and Mother had the honor of 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary, 
fully enjoying this event with the family and 
many friends. For the past two years, Dad 
had been plagued with declining health, 
reaching the critical state in Oct., 1988. 

He passed from this life on Dec. 30,1988, 
at the age of 78 years, 6 months, and 23 days. 
He leaves to mourn, his loving companion; 
his 2 sons, Homer Keith and his wife, Beulah, 
and Donovan and his wife, Jean; his daughter, 
Maralee Oyler and her husband, Robert; 1 
sister, Lois Wolf and her husband, Ernest; 12 
very close and caring grandchildren, whom 
he loved deeply; 11 great-grandchildren of 
which he had a most sincere fondness; and 
many friends that he thoroughly appreciated 
and respected. 

Preceding him in death were his parents; 
a sister in her early childhood; and an infant 
great-granddaughter. 

The funeral service was conducted Mon-
day, Jan. 2, in the North Fork meetinghouse, 
by the home brethren. 1 Cor. 13 was selected 
for the text. Interment was in the North Fork 
Cemetery. 

The Family 

FRANTZ - John Garland, son of Elder 
Edward G. and Minerva J. (Beeghley) Frantz, 
was born May 11, 1908, in Piatt Co, Cerro 
Gordo, Illinois. He moved with his parents to 
Carroll Co., Indiana, in 1910. 

He retired from farming in the Rossville-
Ockley area in 1974, and moved to Rossviile, 
Indiana, where he spent his remaining days. 
He passed away in his home Jan. 3, 1989. He 
was a member of the Rossville Presbyterian 
Church. 

He married Ruby Yoder in 1938, who 
survives. 

Other survivors are a son, Bobby Dean; a 
daughter, Sara Sue Blythe; 2 sisters, Martha 
and Dorothy Frantz; 1 brother, Charlie Frantz; 
2 grandchildren, Aaron Frantz and Amanda 
Blythe; and an aunt, Dorothy Cripe. 

A brother, Everett (1986), and a sister, 
Mary Beery (1955), preceded him in death. 

Services were held at 11:00 a.m., Thurs-
day, Jan. 5, at Brown Funeral Home in 


