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Sorting it out
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The cartoon (above) was in our local newspaper recently.

I'm not fond of cartoons but this one had me smiling from ear to
ear. "That’s me!" I mused.

I have been totally awash in a sea of paperwork; time to
begin "sorting it out." Computers and genealogy are great
hobbies but they generate an awful lot of paper! Hundreds of
wonderful people--and organizations--have contributed to my
mounting stacks of information. (God bless them--and keep the
data coming!)

Four computer classes at the local college (in ’88) cut into
my genealogy time. It’s become a pleasant habit so I plan to
continue with at least one class per semester.

Last fall, in an effort to organize my genealogy, I purchas-
ed a computer program that is a "data manager." Several months
went by before I installed the program--I forced myself to work
on class assignments and study for finals. I'm just beginning to
learn the software--and "file" information. What a blessing!
While the computer helps me "sort it out" I'm finding photocopied
articles and data that I forgot I had.

Learning one new software program is interesting; learning
two new software programs is a challenge! My newest purchase is
a sophisticated genealogy software program that will create a
book from Table of Contents to Index. It has numerous features
that are yet unfamiliar to me. I spend hours figuring out how to
do "this or that.”

Originally I thought I could "export"” my genealogy from one

program to another. However, I'm faced with retyping all the
information. That, too, is a blessing. Now I’m taking a micro-
scopic look at the data and recording the sources. To this day,

I can’t tell a fellow researcher where I acquired various bits of
the compiled data. For the record: I won’'t be rekeying all 5500
names from the other genealogy program. Just those families that
will be a part of my FRANTZ and SHOWALTER books. Nor will I
abandon the genealogy software program that has served me faith-
fully for several years.
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