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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH RECORDS 

for about 21 years, and having thought well of our church, 
without survivors, buried the 10th thereafter after an agonizing 
and hard illness. The furneral sermon by Pastor Wagner was on 
Luke 2:29-30. His age 64 years. 

116. Jacob Weil, a widower who came from Germany last year, died 
July 19, 1752, and was buried on the 20th thereafter, at which 
Pastor Wagner preached a short funeral sermon. Aged 56 years. 

(page 259) 

117. Johann Reichart, beloved little son of Philip Heinrich Seng 
and his wife Maria Magdalena, was born Mar. 10, 1751, and died 
August 18th and was buried the 19th, 1752, aged 1 year, 5 months 
8 days. 

118. Anna Maria, wife of Martin Waltz, died after an illness of 
3 days, the 24th of August, 1752, was buried the 25th of the 
same month, aged 50 years, 5 months, 3 weeks, and 1 day. 

119. Catharina Christina, beloved little daughter of Michael 
Schmiedeknecht and his wife Anna Catharina, born October 3, 
1751, died September 7, 1752, by the new calendar and was 
buried the 22nd of the same month, aged 11 months, and 7 days. 

120. Christoph Trenckel died on October 1, 1752, early in the 
morning between 4 and 5 o'clock in his 62nd year, and old 
member of our congregation, after a long illness with dropsy, 
and was buried on the 2nd of the same month on our cemetery, 
with a funeral sermon held by the Reformed preacher on John 
11:25-26. 

121. Hans Georg Printzighoffer, a single man recently come to this 
land, aged about 19, died October 6, 1752, and was buried the 
7th of the an month. 

122. Hans Georg Bauer, a blacksmith, a newly arrived single man, 
died October 7, 1752 and was buried the 8th of the same month 
on our cemetery, aged 20 1/2 years, was in service at [Mr. ?I 
Dennel' s. 

123. Susanna, little daughter of Heinrich Baer and the late Maria 
Veronica, died October 10, 1752, and was buried the 11th of 
the same month, aged 11 months. 

(page 260) 

124. Catharina, Reformed, beloved wife of Michael Bern in the 
neighborhood, died after an illness of 14 days on October 11, 
1752 and was buried the 13th of the same month on the Mennonite 
burial place. 

287. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH RECORDS 

104. Jacob, beloved little son of Cohiman Greiner and Ursula, died 
April 17, 1752; buried the 18th, aged 3 years, 3 months. 

105. Maria Agnesa, beloved little daughter of Johannes and Maria 
Agnesa Gindener, died April 17, 1752, buried the 18th of the 
same month, aged 6 years, 9 weeks. 

106. Anna Catharina, beloved little daughter of Herrmagnus Presser 
and Charlotta, died April 17, 1752, buried the 18th of the same 
month, agd 2 years, 4 months, 3 weeks, 2 days. 

107. Philipp Spanseiler died April 19, 1752, after living in 
matrimony with his wife Barbara 41 years and producing with her 
6 children, of whom 3 are living and 3 are dead. Buried the 
20th, aged 76 years. 

108. Anna Margaretha, beloved little daughter of Carl Schneider 
and Anna Margaretha, died April 22, 1752, buried the 23rd of 
the same month, aged 4 years, 8 months. 

109. Elisabetha, little daughter of Christina Fritz, died April 22, 
1752, buried the 23rd of the same month, aged 6 months. 

(page 258) 

110. Margaretha Barbara, beloved little daughter of Michael Ott 
and Margaretha, his wife, died May 11, 1752 and was buried the 
12th of the same month, aged 3 years, 1 month, 2 weeks, 2 days. 

111. Anna Maria, little daughter of Andreas Ring, Stief [ ? Step-
father] and wife Anna Catharina, died May 19, 1752 and was 
buried the 20th of the same month, aged 1 year, 9 months, 
2 days. 

112. Anna Maria, little daughter of Ludwig Frantz and his wife Maria 
Elisabetha, born August 7, 1751, ied May 24th and was buried 
May 26, 1752, aged 9 months, 17 days. 

113. Christoph Sprecher, a single man, died after a consumptive and 
long illness on May 28th, and was buried the 29th of the same 
month, 1752, aged about 30 years. 

114. Johannes Ernst, little son of Ernst and Catharina Ammon, 
born January 23rd, died May 31st and buried June 1, 1752, 
aged 4 months, 8 days. 

115. Ludwig Heinrich Tetteborn, formerly a member of the Vestry of 
our congregation, died July 9th early in the night at 1 o'clock 
after living in holy matrimony with his wife Maria Magdalena 

286. 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH RECORDS 

for about 21 years, and having thought well of our church, 
without survivors, buried the 10th thereafter after an agonizing 
and hard illness. The furneral sermon by Pastor Wagner was on 
Luke 2:29-30. His age 64 years. 

116. Jacob Well, a widower who came from Germany last year, died 
July 19, 1752, and was burled on the 20th thereafter, at which 
Pastor Wagner preached a short funeral sermon. Aged 56 years. 

(page 259) 

117. Johann Reichart, beloved little son of Philip Heinrich Seng 
and his wife Maria Magdalena, was born Mar. 10, 1751, and died 
August 18th and was buried the 19th, 1752, aged 1 year, 5 months 
8 days. 

118. Anna Maria, wife of Martin Waltz, died after an illness of 
3 days, the 24th of August, 1752, was buried the 25th of the 
same month, aged 50 years, 5 months, 3 weeks, and 1 day. 

119. Catharina Christina, beloved little daughter of Michael 
Schmiedeknecht and his wife Anna Catharina, born October 3, 
1751, died September 7, 1752, by the new calendar and was 
buried the 22nd of the same month, aged 11 months, and 7 days. 

120. Christoph Trenckel died on October 1, 1752, early in the 
morning between 4 and 5 o'clock in his 62nd year, and old 
member of our congregation, after a long illness with dropsy, 
and was buried on the 2nd of the same month on our cemetery, 
with a funeral sermon held by the Reformed preacher on John 
11:25-26. 

121. Hans Georg Printzighoffer, a single man recently come to this 
land, aged about 19, died October 6, 1752, and was buried the 
7th of the same month. 

122. Hans Georg Bauer, a blacksmith, a newly arrived single man, 
died October 7, 1752 and was buried the 8th of the same month 
on our cemetery, aged 20 1/2 years, was in service at [Mr. ?] 
Dennel' s. 

123. Susanna, little daughter of Heinrich Baer and the late Maria 
Veronica, died October 10, 1752, and was buried the 11th of 
the same month, aged 11 months. 

(page 260) 

124. Catharina, Reformed, beloved wife of Michael Bern in the 
neighborhood, died after an illness of 14 days on October 11, 
1752 and was buried the 13th of the same month on the Mennonite 
burial place. 
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APPENDIX 

(page L±6) 

John Smith 
and wife Sara 

Oct. 27, 1747 	Son, William 
Godf. Cornelius tiackadan 

William Spars & Agnes Young 

Jacob Schlauch & wife 

[No Date] 	Son, No Name 
Sponsors: Leonh. Bender & wife 

Conrad Cohi 
and wife Barbara 

Nov. 1, 1747 

[No Data] 

Jan. 26, 17*8 Son, 	Sebast. 
Sponsors: 	Sebast. Graf & wife Eve 

(page 47) 

Jan. 31, 1748 

Georg Schenck 
and wife Ilargareta 

Jan. 16, 17 Daughter, 	Christine 
Sponsors: 	Joh. Thomas & wife 

Jan. 31, 1748 

Ludwig Kraft 
and wife Catherine 

Oct. 26, 177 Son, 	Johannes 
Sponsors: 	John de Hoff & wife 

Mar. 18, 1748 

Fredrich Rathfon 
and wife Elis. 

Dec. 2, 1747 Son, 	Joh. 	Georg 
Sponsors: 	Leonh. Bender & wife 

Jan. 7, 1748 

(page 'IB) 

Johan Kramer 
and wife Susanna 

FlaW 30, 17'iB 	Daughter, Catherine 	 June 17, 1748 
Sponsors: Mich. Xrmer & wife 

434 
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6. _Aug 1988 

Dear Evelyn: 

Some time ago I corresponded with you about my Frantz family, 
focusing on immigrant Ludwig Frantz (Ship Townsend,  5 Oct 1737). 
I do very much appreciate the effort that you made in sending your 
notes on the sheets. With your references and other data, I be-
lieve that I have estab1is4ed the fdlowing about him and his lines 

LUDOWICK FRANTZ (tkuwirizdif ) 
m. Elizabeth Everlin (Mar. Elisabeth), Moravian Church, Lititz, 

21 May 1744 
aildren: 
, Johannes Ludwig b. 8 Nov 1747 bp. 29 Nov 1747, Holy Trinity Lut- 

heran Church, Lancaster 
Anna Maria b. 7 Aug 1751, bp. 22 Sept 1751, same church 

ROolutionary /tar services Pvt, 4th Bn, Lancaster County Militia, 1781-82 

(JOHANNES) LUDviIG (later, LEWIS) FRANTZ 
D.  1807, Northumberland County, Pa. 
m. Margaretha Shellenber§er, Aug 1770, Lancaster 

b. 29Aug 1750 d. 29 Apr 1828, Seneca County, N.Y. 
Children; 

SIpaianus, aclio,  Philip, Catharina, Ce rge, Margaret (as you noted) 
( I have also found 4tr'-Jacob-Tff'a son, 	is lied with the others 

in a notice of Lewis Frantz' death (Linn, p.368) 

JO FRANTZ 
b. 28 Nov 1773, Lancaster m. Elizabeth Sierer, Northumberland County 
d. 1 August 1826, Fayette County, NY 
Mo d to Seneca County sometime after 1800 (Egle, Notes and Queries) 

I have no direct proof, however, that the Ludwig who bought land 
on uffalo Creek, Northumberland County in 1791 (Linn, p. 269) is 
el er the immigrant, Ludowick, (unlikely) or his son, (Johannes) Lud-
wi (b. 1747), but more likely. Ludowick sold his 1775-purchased 
Hem sfiaid township, Lancasitei ykourilknd in 1790 (deed). Ludwick 
isi isted as an inhabitant  1646e  in 1796 (Linn p. 396). John Frantz 
an0 Stephen, separately and jointly, bought land there also in 1799 
(deeds). I assume that they were the sons of (Johannes) Ludwig (b1747) 
anj the three of them, father and sons, left Lancaster for Northumber-
1a4$1. John and Jacob are listed there as single freemen in 1800 (LinA- 
10 	3). we have no date for the death or place of burial for the im- 
mi ant, Ludovick and his wife, Elizabeth Everlin. 

Thank you for pointing out that there was also a Ludwig Frantz in 
Be s County. I found him also in the Berks County militia. I have 
ru d the Lancaster Ludwig in my line because he sold his Lancasteteet 
latid in 179Q (deed) and a Ludwig Frantz  bought Northumberland land in 
-1791  (deed) and sons, John and Jacob and possibly stephan appear there 
wi essing his and  each others deeds. But, that is slim evidence. 

Your name is mentioned frequently among Frantz researchers as be-
ing a storehouse of knowledge about them. I enclose my own chart (such 
as t is) and other material that I have received from Frantz research-
er - you may already know theml__L hope that the information is of use 
to kou. 

- Please, again, let me thank you for your help and your corres-
ence. All the best in your research! 

     

Sincerely, 

&'664/?eell,p 

     

   

Paul M. Frantz 
4933 Buckhorn Road S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24014 
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son LudIc)i ap Johp 71 eier s/o Daniel & W, fe reread this sometime. 
PRO Elizabeth/Frederick/ Ludwg and William 

Frederick thapt 10 apr 1785 son of Ludwig & Wife 

aps Phillip Henrick & Wife Cath. Leech. 
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THE FRANTZ-WIDNER FAMILY 

This account of our family's ancestors is written from the 
viewpoint of a son, Paul Mobley Frantz, of the Frantz-Widner 
marriage in 1900. Perhaps the account should be titled, "The 
Frantz-Weidner-Mobley-Elakeney-Burton-Dups -Sierer-Schmidt-Shell-
enberger-Everlin-Litteer-Williams-Thomas-Clackner-Decker-Tiet-
sort-Kortreight-Van Auken-Krieger-Hofmann Family", as all of 
these families provided the genetic heritage in which we have 
shared. Almost lost to our memories are the maternal surnames 
given above, subordinated to the one name, Frantz, which of its-
self can disappear in similar fashion as a surname (of this line) 
in a generation of daughters. 

THE FRANTZ FAMILY (I) 

Lud 	rantz, our ir.ant, arrived in Philadelphia, 5 
0cobe aboard the English sp Towr.nd.and 231 other 
a 	, itizens of the Pf1z or the Palatinate of Germany. 

(There were 78 males and 153  women and children whose names and 
relationships are not recorded on the ship's manifest.) They 
had boarded the Townsend at Amsterdam, most likely after a trip 
of many days down the Rhine River or overland. The Townsend had 
stopped at Cowes, England on the Isle of Wight, for provision-
ing. The Atlantic voyage must have started as early as May for 
the usual passage was 90 to 120 days. 

It is a good guess that Ludwig moved soon from Philadelphia 
to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania for it is recorded in  •-  Mor- 
avian Church in nearby 	that he married Elizabet Everlin 
In 1714.4. - 	'.'ig, is recorded as b- 	 1 

them on 8 No'e.- 	(later known only as "Ludwig" by them 
and in the recrd-e) 	This Ludwig married Margaret (Margaretha) 
ShellengergeV-9'1i_,'Iohannes n 1770  n the Holy Trinity lutheran Church of 
tincaser 	(John), was born to them on 28 No- 
vember 	a 	 •' .  'ined in Hempfield Township of Lan- 
cast-i  '.  y was sold in 1790. During this period, Ludwig had 
fought in the Revolution, serving as a private under Lt. Joseph 
Tindball and Capt. Alexander Scott in Col. Seigler's Company of 
the Lancaster County Militia. 

The Frantz's moved up the Susquehanna River valley tQ North-
umberland (now nio County buying land there in the Buffalo 
Creek area a 	ded in the county deed books. Ludwig was 
assessed that year on the land tax lists as an inhabitant of 
the Buffalo Township. As early as 1786, John had been assessed 
as a non-resident owner of 100 acres in Penns Township of the 
same county. By 1796,  John was listed among the inhabitants of 
the East Buffalo Township as a farmer possessing a log house and 
a barn. In 1800, John and his brother, Jacob, are carried on the 
county tax lists as single freemen (land owners); John's occupa- 
tion: cordwainder (rope maker 	1805, au the death of Ludwig 
(now anlecized to Lewis) •n uffalo Towrishi , John is noted as 
being his son, along with 	 ep en and a daughter, Cath- 
erine. In 1813 at the death of John Sierer of Buffalo Township, 
Elizabeth, a daughter, is given in the newspaper account as the 
wife of John Frantz (their place of residence is not given). 

Sometime after 1800, at least in the first decade, a number 
of Pennsylvania-German settlers, mostly from Northumberland Coun-
ty and other counties Lin the Susquehanna River valley migrated 
north into (now) Seneca County, New York on the west bank of 



page 2 

Lake Canuga, the tribal area of the Seneca Indians. Among them 
were John Frantz and a brother, Jacob. It is stated later by a 
Pennsylvania historian that the ancestors of these settlers were 
from Germany and Switzerland and that some were of Huguenot an-
cestry. Stephen, also a brother, may have been in the group, or 
followed soon-after as he and Jacob in 1809 were officials of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the village of Fayette on its 
establishment. All three brothers, however, were present at the 
wedding of their sister, Catherine, in 1808 back in Northumber-
land County, Pa. This couple, the Friedlys, are later to be 
found in Seneca County, N.Y. 

The record on John Frantz is bleak for a number of years ex-
cept for the appearance of his name in the death notice of John 
Sierer in 1813 in Union County, Pa. (organized from Northumber-
land County in that year), which listed John Frantz as the hus-
band of one of Sierer's daughters, Elizabeth; and on a land sale 
in 1814. In 1823 and again in 1826, both Elizabeth and John were 
recorded in Union County as living then in the "town of Fayette 
in Seneca County, N.Y." In 1823, John Frantz erected a grist mill 
on Canoga Creek near its mouth on Lake Canuga. 

John Frantz died on 21 August 1826 (age 53) and is buried 
with his wife, Elizabeth, who died on 21 December 1840, in the }e-
formed Church Cemetery at Fayette, Seneca County. They had ten, 
one of whom was John S. (for Sierer?) who had been born in Penn-
sylvania in 1799  or 1800 which tells us that John and Elizabeth 
had married before they went to New York. 

The Widner Family (I) 

(Notes At the outset, let me explain that the titled spelling of 
"Widner" is the one used primarily by the "Iowa idners", al-
though it appears early in U.S. records and in other locations, 
apparently from local misspellings in official records, mostly 
in Iowa and Virginia. The German spelling is "Weidner", angle-
cized phonetically to "Widener" and often recorded as "widenor". 
I will use "Weidner" for the family in Germany and except for my 
own family, "Widener" for the family in the U.S.) 

The earliest citations from current sources that have been 
discovered in west Germany containing the surname "Weidner", re-
fer toa"Leonhard Weidner", a minister, and his descendants in 
Thuringia and in the Palatinate with specific mention to later 
generations of the family in the village of Odernheim am Glan 
(Oderrtheim at the Glan River) located north of Kaiserslautern 
and south of Bad Kreuznach. These weidners are families that 
provided the veidner emigrants to America in the 18th Century 
and from which are families are descended. Other data from Ger-
man sources, relevant to the Weidner name, reveal the movement 
of a multi-family Weidner group from Switzerland to a region of 
Germany known as the Kraichgau, roughly a triangle of of area 
centered among the cities of Karlruhe, Heidelberg and Stuttgart. 
This emigration was encouraged following the Thirty Years War 
(1618-1646) which ha4 reduced the population of that region by 
one-half. The Weidner families are found subsequently in the 
church registers of the Palatine villages on both sides of the 
Rhine River. (The Palatinate, or Pf.lzland remains a state in 
West Germany today.) 

Returning to the Weidners of Odernheirn, an extant church 
register of that village provides us with entries of the marriage 
in 1673 of Hans Henrich Christian Weidner, a shoemaker, and 
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later, in 1688, of the birth or a son, Johann Lennert Weydner. 
These names: Johann, Lennert, and Henrich, in various spellings 
will follow the weidner family to America. The earliest posi-
tive evidence that members of this family came to America is in 
a release (ausabe) from serfdom or residency from the "burghers" 
granted to Leonhard weydner of Cidernheim which states that his 
son, Leonhard, Jr., (age 27) had gone to America in 1741,  and that 
a Johann Henrich Weydner (age 18), a son by a previous marriage, 
had gone also in 1734.  The ship lists of German emigrants arriv-
ing in Philadelphia and the lists of those taking the oath of al-
legance to the British crown reveal these additional Weidner arri-
vals: A Jerick Wiednar (age 14-apossible spelling phonetically 
of Heinrich or George .eidner) came in 1733  on the English ship 
Hope; a Heinrich Weydner, also listed as Johannes Widner, came in 
1730  on the English ship Alexander and Ann; and Philip ConradWeyd-
ner and Johann Henrich Weydner came to Philadelphia on the Eng- 
lish ship Molly in 1741. Further, a Henrich Weidner arrived on 
the ship Snow Ketty in 1752  and a Johann Henrich arrived in 1754  
on the ship Neptune. 

Later, in correspondence from Cdernhe.im, it is disclosed 
that the emigrants, Leonhard Vveydner, Jr. (1741) and Johannes 
Henrich Weydner (1734)  may have been brother(half-brothers?); 
but still later correspondence suggests that, 	have been cous- 
ins. In first instance, it is clear that Philip Conrad weydner 
was a brother of a Johann Henrich remaining in Odernheim. What-
ever the relationship, it is shown at that point, 1765,  that a 
Leonhard Weydner (1741) was living in Easton, Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania and that a Henrich Weydner (1734)  was living in Ox-
ford, Sussex County, New Jersey - the latter a place of residence 
for our Widners for many generations. The two counties are lo-
cated across the Delaware River from each other. 

Leonard and Henry Widener and his brother, Jacob, migrated 
northward before 1800 to an area in north central New York in 
the valley of the Genesee River. Leonard, in 1795,  probably was 
the first, although a second Jacob and his brother, Peter, be-
lieved to be half-brothers of Henry's children (Henry, David and 
William) may have come at the same time. Henry Widener had mar-
ried the widow of his brother, Jacob, after Jacob's death in 1783. 

T€ LITTEER FAMILY (I) 

There are few genealogical facts that are certain about the 

early generations of the Litteer family in America. Thereis ev-
idence that the Litteers (usually identified as Latier, etc,) 
were among the French Huguenot settlers from Germany and the Neth-
erlands that settled among the early Dutch communities in the up-
per valley of the Delaware River and in the valley of the Minni-
sink River; an area generally identified as Sussex County. In 
fact,one family genealogist has connected'. William Litteer, my 
great grandfather, to the Decker family, acknowledged as one of 
the earliest families in that region. An early Decker has been 
identified as an Qfficial of the Vest Indies Company of Amster- 
dam before his appearance in New Jer 	in 1652. 

This genealogical line passes first from a John Decker/ 
Grietjen Hendricks through Sarah Decker/Tetsort to a Margariet 
Tietsort/Cleophus Lateer then to Rachel Van Auken/Peter Lateer, 
Leah Cortright/Bernardus Lateer and finally to Elmer Williams/ 
William Lateer. Already five generations in America! The emi-
grant Lateer is believed to be a Johannis, father of Cleophus, 
who had also married a Decker, Gertje, a niece of Sarah Decker. 
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It is speculated that Johannis Lateer arrived in the colonies 
sometime between 1698  and 1710. Records relating to the Lit-
teers place them principally in the Wantage and Montague areas 
of Sussex County, a part of which is now Warren County. 

Nothing is knovnof the genealogical history of Elinor Wil-
liams, wife of Willia"m Lateer and my great grandmother, except 
on the death record of her daughter, Mary, my grandmother, a 
son in 1908 gave her place of birth as "Conn". In 1912, how-
ever, on the death record of the same son, Andrew Jackson Lit-
teer, "Penn" was given as the place of birth of his mother, El-
inor. On the same records, William Litteer's place of birth is 
given as "New Jersey" but on the death record of Phoebe Litteer 
Butler (a second daughter), Germany is given as her father's 
birthplace. (All of this proves that relatives filling out death 
certificates often do not have the facts.) 	i1liam Litteer, my 
great grandfather, was born in 1798,  making him 25 to 34  when 
his four children were bern. Those children were: Josiah (1823), 
Mary, my grandmother (182fl,  Andrew Jackson 1828 and Phoebe (1832). 
It is interesting to note that Villiam had a sister named Phoebe 
and that Josiah appears in the family also, names that he used 
for hic children. 

THE SIERER FAMILY 

(We move to the Sierer Family in the Frantz  line as nothing is 
known of theEverlin and Shellenberger Families.) 

The ancestors of Elizabeth Sierer (wife of John Frantz) were 
also emigrants to America in the 18th Century. Jacob Sierer 
came to Philadelphia, 30 September 1743,  on the English ship, 
Phoenix from Rotterdam. Jacob had brought with him from Alsace 
his wife and a young daughter, Anna Eve. Jacob had been born in 
1713; tha names of his first wife are not known. His second wife 
was Anna Caterina Schmidt. He had four wives and thirteen chil-
dren before he died in 1785. The third child to the marriage 
with Anna Caterina was Johannes Sierer whose fifth child was the 
Elizabeth, born in 1783, who married our John Frantz around-  1800. 

John Sierer can be placed in Northumberland County, Pennsyl-
vania as early as 1775  as the owner of 60 acres, one horse and 
two cows. In 1781 he had a tax assessment on 260 acres. By 1787, 
he was the tax assessor in the White Deer Hole Valley of North-
umberland County. John Sierer was chosen as one of the Lutheran 
deacons of the German Reformed and Lutheran congregations when 
they united to build the Dreisbach Church. In 1792, he was a sup-
ervisor in the Buffalo Township. John and his wife Susanna con-
veyed more that two acres of land to the trustees of a German 
High school to be built in Buffalo Township in 1800. John ierer 
was married twice, his first wife, Susanna Dups, was the mother 
of our Elizabeth. His second wife, Louisa McMillan, age 19 and 
described as "amiable", was acquired when he was 65. John Sier-
er was a Revolutionary War soldier. He died in 1813,  age 69 and 
is buried on the Sierer farm in Buffalo Twonship of what is now 
Union County, Pennsylvania. 

THE WIDNER FAMILY (II) 

The exact identification of a Henry Widner related to the 
events and personalities recounted in WIDNER FAMILY (I) , for some, 
is clouded considerably in controversey. We have established pos-
itively that our Henry Widner of New Jersey, Virginia and Iowa is 
a descendant of the Henry Widner of Sussex County, N.J. and of 
Chili, N.Y. who with his three sons (including a Henry), his 
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brother, Jacob and a cousin, Leonard, migrated to the Genesee 
Valley after the Revolution and before 1800. Jacob's Sons (in-
cluding a Jacob) were also in the migration apparently after 
their father's death in 1783. Henry Widner had fought in the 
Revolution with the Sussex County, N.J. Militia and had married 
Jacob's widow, Mary Clackner widner. No Widener is listed among 
the ranks of the Sullivan expedition which had been sent by Wash-
ington to stop the indian attacks on the frontiers of New York 
and Pennsylvania so it is likely that the Widners learned -'of-,'.the 
country from returning veterans of that campaign most of whom were 
from the Delaware River communities in Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey. With other German settlers, they formed a community in the 
Genesee valley known as "Chili" (from their religious beliefs) 
just southwest of (now) Rochester in Monroe County. It is stated 
by one local historian that the "Widner clan" came from a north-
east corner of Pennsylvania. 

Henry Widner died sometime before 1813 and is buried in the 
Fellow's Cemetery, Chili although the location of the exact plot 
is no longer known. This account of Henry's life accepts that 
he was born in 1733/34  in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and that 
he married the widow of his brother, Jacob, bringing her and her 
children to Chili in 1802/03. There is no speculation that he 
was the Johann Henrich Weydner who came with Philip Conrad Vey-
dner in 1741, or the Johannes Henrich Weydner who had arrived in 
1734  because of the ages they were believed to be at that time. 
An unsubstantiated family story suggests that his father may have 
been the Jerick Wiednar who came in 1733  on the ship Hope. Spec-
ulation is possible, of course, that his father's name was Henry, 
although his father is not known. It is believed in this account 
that Henry was the son of Catherine Weidner whose will, proven 
in Cocalico Township of Lancaster County, Pa. in 1742, cites him 
as being a son who had left home against her will prior to then 
and after the time of his father'sdeath. Three other sons are 
mentioned in that will Peter, Jacob and Isaac. 

There are some W;idener descendants, however, who believe 
that the wayward son was George Henrick wiedner who as early as 
1750 obtained a grant of land along the Catawba River in the Ca-
olinas in the name of Henry Weidner. This Henry, born in 1717, 
and who later married a Catherine Mull, was the son of Peter Wied-
ner and a Catherine, surname unknown. A peter, who died in 1759, 
is believed tohave been their son because of the similar names 
and the fact that they had adjacent abodes. 

Another scenario concerning the life and fate of Henry Wid-
ner contends that the Revolutionary War veteran died in 1801 (his 
death date accepted on D.A.R. records is given as "d.p. (died 
prior) 1813")  in New Jersey and that it was a son, also a Henry 
not he who went to New York and died later. This scenario is sup--
ported by land transactions in 1801 relative to the estate of Hen-
ry Widner in which his sons, John and William, are recipients. 
This speculation inserts an additional generation in the line. 
These latter formulas are both contradicted and supported by the 
genealica1data catalogued in Howard H. Widener's, "The Wideners 
in America", published in 1904  which had been garnered from civil 
records and conversations at that time with descendants of the per-
iod. I make no attempt to resolve the issue at this time. The 
questions remain: who was the Henry Widner of Genesee Valley and 
what was his parentage? 



page 6 

THE FRANTZ FAMILY (III) 

John S. Frantz, the son of John Frantz and Elizabeth 
Sierer, was born in 1799 or 1800 in Pennsylvania. The first rec-
ord of him appears in a will of 1816 where heis cited as the hus-
band of Jane Blakeney, a daughter of Daniel Blakeney and wife, 
Martha. The will was probated in Waterloo, Seneca County, N.Y. 
These dates make it apparent that John S. was 16 or 17 and that 
Jane was 13 or 14 years of age at the time of their marriage - 
not an uncommon event among the large German families on the 
frontier. Jane was born in New York showing that the Blakeneys 
were earlier arrivals in the Seneca County area than the Frantz's. 

It is likely that John S. continued the operation of the 
John Frantz  grist mill at the mouth of the Canoga Creek after his 
father's death in 1826. The court records show that Margaretha 
(Margaret), the widow of John S.' grandfather, Ludwig (Lewis), 
may have been living with the John S. Frantz family after his 
father's death. John S. apparently assumed his father's debts 
to his (John S. 's) grandmother, according to court records, per-
haps as a means of acquiring full ownership of the mill. How-
ever, in April, 185, John S. Franz (a frequent misspelling) in 
a partnership with J. Wolftook over the operation of another mill, 
the Fayette Mills, a large grist mill immediately across the ca-
nal from the town of Waterloo. Unfortunately, John S. died soon 
after on 5 May 1854. He is buried in the hear Cemetery, aterloo, 

Jane, the wife of John S., was left with five sons, two of 
whom were minors and one of whom was my grandfather, Lewellyn 
David Frantz,  then age 23. Although there are continuing refer-
ences in the succeeding years in Seneca County sources to Jane 
Frantz and the other sons, especially to Washington and Warren, 
the older ones, and to Norman and Barton, the minors in the court 
records, there are no further citations relative to Lewellyn Da-
vid Frantz. There is later in his military records a suggestion 
that he may have gone to Michigan with one of his brothers for a 
time. 

It is certain that some time after the death of his father, 
Lewellyn went to southern Indiana, specifically Washington Coun-
ty. One may assume that relatives (unknown to me) may have at-
tracted him there as the census records of 1840 show a G. W. 
Frantz family in that county. 

Lewellyn's record is clear from 24  December 1861, for on 
that date, at age 30, Lewellyn crossed the Ohio River to Camp Ir-
vine in Jefferson County, Kentucky and enlisted on the following 
day for three years of service with Company E, 6th Cavalry to 
fight on the Union side in the Civil war. His unit, re-named Com-
pany E, 6th Regiment, Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry, was attached to 
various commanders during the war. It saw action with the Army 
of the Ohio (which took Cumberland Gap for the North in 1862) and 
later with the .Airry of the Cumberland in the battle of Winchester, 
Tennessee during the Middle Tennessee-Tullahoma Campaign. Fol-
lowing that engagement, his cavalry unit made a reconnaissance 
from Cowan's Station to the mountain plateau on which the Univer-
sity of the South (Sewanee) had been established in 1857. There 
Lewellyn's cavalry unit engaged and defeated a Confederate caval-
ty unit. (In the 1960's, the University was attended by two of 
Lewellyn's grandchildren, Paul Thomasson and David Widener Frantzl) 

Then followed the campaign against Chattanooga, ending for 
Lewellyn in an engagement in the Wauhatchie Valley where he fell 
ill with a debilitating bout of rheumatism. He was returned to 
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Louisville where he was honorably discharged as a private at 
the end of his enlistment on 23 December 18614. 

Following the war, Lewellyn returned to Washington Coun- 
ty, Indiana where hetóokip(or continued) the life of a farmer. 
There he married Mary Ellen Mobley on 28 December 1866. (The 
Mobleys are shown on the 180 census as being neighbors of the 
G. W. Frantz family.) Mary Ellen Mobley was the daughter of 
Walter G. Mobley, an 1826 settler in the Indiana Territory from 
Maryland via Payette County, Kentucky where he had gone in 1816 
at the age of 30. Walter G./obley and his wife, Elizabeth 
Burton were born in 1786 and 1796,  respectively, he in Maryland 
and she near Lexington, Ky. They were married in 1817 in in-
chester, Ky., emigrating to Salem, Ind. in 1829.  Of the five 
children born to Mary Ellen and Lewellyn ::rantz  between 1866 
and 1875,  only two survived.; Louella Florence and Claude Burton 
Frantz, my father. 

In 1881, Lewellyn and Mary Ellen sold their land in Wash-
ington County, near Salem, and moved to Taylor County, Iowa, 
buying a town lot in Bedford, the county seat, and 160 acres of 
land in Gay Township from the proceeds of the sale of the In-
diana land. Although Lewellyn's mother, Jane Blakeney Frantz, 
at the age of 77  was counted in the Lewellyn Frantz household 
in the 1880 census inIndiana, she did not accompany them to 
Iowa-in 1881. She joined a sister, Lydia, in South Bend,  Ind. 
where she died in 1901 at the age of 99. 

InIova,Lewel1yn continued farming, worked as a carpenter 
and clerk as well, until becoming enfeebled. In 1919  he enter-
ed the Wadsworth Veterans Hospital in Leavenworth, Kansas where 
he died at the age of 89 years in 1920. His wife, Mary Ellen, 
had died in 1901. Both are buried in the Frantz family plot 
in the City Cemetery, Bedford, Iowa. 

THE WID!€R-LITTEER FAMILY 

Henry Widner, my grandfather, was born 4 April 1826 on a 
farm near Roxbury (Roxburg, Rocksbury), New Jersey. He was the 
first son of John Widener and Elizabeth Thomas Widener, also of 
Roxbury, hence a grandson of Henry Widener, the Revolutionary 
War veteran of Sussex County, New Jersey who had emigrated to 
Chili, New York. John Widener as a child had returned to Sus-
sex County about 1813, the reason being unknown. Nothing is 
known of the family of Elizabeth Thomas, or for that matter, of 
the youth of Henry Widner. A Henry Widner is recorded in the 
1850 census of Warren County ( a redesignated southern part of 
Sussex County)as a laborer. An Easton, Northampton County, Penn-
sylvania newspaper (on the west bank of the Delaware River from 
\.arren County)reported the marriage of Henry Widner from Oxford 
(in Warren County), New Jersey and Mary Letier of Upper Mt. Beth-
el (a township of Northampton County) as of 18 January 1851. 
There can be nodoubt about the identification of this couple as 
this date coincides with the date of marriage frequently given 
by Henry and Mary in later years and establishes them as living 
in those places at that time. Information of a later date, sug-
gests that Mary Litteer, although 25 at that time, may have been 
living with, employed by or was a family friend of the Haggerty 
family- a name which is to be found in both counties at that time. 
There is no court evidence (as I had previously suspected) that 
she was or had been a ward of that family). 

A first child, Rebecca,  was born to them in 1851 but died 
after eight months of infancy. In 1852, the Widners with other 
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families of thatarea (1-lazens, Rosenberry) moved to Prince 
William County, Virginia where a New Jersey "colony" exis-
ted. Henry, as a tenant, farmed an acreage near Catlett 
Jun'tion (his farm is shown on battle maps of Bull Run). 
The farm was ravaged several times during the battles of Bull 
Run (, Manassas) in the Civil viar by both Union and Confederate 
soldiers. Later, Henry was employed on an estate, Mountain 
View, Fauquier County, Virginia as a slave overseer, a job he 
soon found not to his liking and resigned. He remained, how-
ever, on the estate farming acreage nearby. 

In January, 1877  Henry idner moved his family, now con-
sisting of nine children, ages four to twenty-four, to Taylor 
County, Iowa. This had resulted from a search in the previous 
year when Mary's two brothers, Josiah and Andrew Jackson Lit-
teer haa returned East from Iowa (where they had gone in 1855 
or earlier) to attend the 1875 Centennial and to find their 
two sisters, Mary and Phoebe. The information concerning the 
marriage and location of Mary was gained from an Ira Haggerty, 
a resident of Phillipsburg, New Jersey in warren County. 

The Widner family on arriving in Iowa were divided among 
the households of Josiah and Andrew Jackson Litteer. It would 
have been possible for them to go to Iowa by train at that time. 
Henry lived on and farmed land in Marshall and Clayton Town-
ships of Taylor County belonging to A.J. Lltteer. Henry died 
in 1895  at the age of 68. Mary died in 1908,  age 83. My mother, 
Ruth, was the tenth surviving child born in August of the year 
the Widners went to Iowa from Virginia. :. 	-. :Both Mary 
and Henry are buried in the Lexington Cemetery in Taylor County. 
The other children of the Widners were: Irene (1853), John (1855), 
Katherine (1857), Lytle (1860), Allen (1862), Roseberry (1865), 
all born in Prince William County, Va.; and Randolph (1868), Eu-
genia (1870), and Lulu (Maria) (1873), all born in Fauquier Coun-
ty, Va. 

THE ?RANTZ FAMILY (III) 

Claude Burton Frantz, my father, was born 16 June 1875  in 
Salem, Indiana. He was one of two childden out of five born to 
Lewellyn David and Mary Ellen Mobley Frantz who survived infan-
cy. The other surviving child was Louella Florence Frantz John-
ston who was born in 1871. (The other infants are buried near 
their Mobley grandparents in the Cooley Cemetery, east of Sal-
em.) 

In 1881, Claude at the age of seven, moved with his family 
to Bedford, Iowa, the county seat of Taylor County. Living in 
town, he attended the Bedford elementary and high schools. He 
farmed the the Frantz land with his father in Gay Twonship and 
also learned the carpentry trade from him. In 1896, he enlist-
ed in the Iowa National Guard for three years. At the outbreak 
of the Spanish-American War, the unit was called to active duty 
but Claude was discharged from it because of a slight deafness. 
On February 21, 1900, he married Ruth Widner of the same town-
ship. In 1910, the Frantz's bought a large home in the village 
of Conway continuing to farm nearby. 

In 1919, forced to leave by economic and health reasons, 
and the economic collapse of the post-WWI period, the Frantz's 
moved about 85 miles south to St. Joseph, Missouri. There Claude 
became the telegrapher (telegraphy was a hobby of his) and Sta-
tion Agent of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad (C.B. 
&Q, now Burlington Northern) at its Francis Street Station. By 
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the mid-20's, his increasing deafness (attributed to a child-
hood measles infection), had ended his career as a railroad 
telegrapher and the C.B.&Q employed him as a carpenter. Dur-
ing the great depression of the 1930's,  Claude worked as a 
carpenter and laborer. At age 69, early in WWII, he qualified 
as a clerk with the Post Office, working there until "the boys 
came home" in 1946.  Claude died in 1957, age 83. Ruth died in 
1964, age 86, having been born in Taylor County in 1877.  Both 
are buried in the Frantz family plot in the City Cemetery, Bed-
ford, Iowa. There children were three sonsi Clifford Viidner, 
born in 1907;  and the twins, Paul Mobley and Phillip Litteer, 
born in 1917. 

NAMES 

Aken 
Blakney; Blakeley 
Kiackner; Kleckner 
Elnor; Lunar; Ellener 
Frants; Frans; Franz 
Henrich; Heinrich; Hendrick 
Johann; Johan; Johannes; 
Johanni s 
Cortright 
Latear; Lateer; Latier; Latere; 
LaTour; Latiere; Lateen 
Ludwick; Ludewig; Ludwik; 
Lodowik 
Margaretha 
Sierrer 
Tietsoord; Titsworth; Titscort 
Weidner; Wydner; Widener; 
Widenor; Wiednar 

Auken 
Blake ney 
Clackrier 
Elinor 
Frantz 
Henry 
John 

Kortreight-
Litteer - 

Ludwig 

Margaret 
Sierer 
Tietsort 
W jd ne r 
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PAUL FRANTZ  ftj 
4933 BUCKHORN D1. 

ROANOKE, VA. 24014 7 January 1988 

Evelyn Rosemary Frantz 
217 Fairington Cout %tl7 
Lafayette, Ind. 47905 

Dear Evelyn: 	 3 

Recently, I have been corresponding with Nancy Pratt of New Jersey 
relative to her genealogy in Botetourt County, Va. and Washingfl 
County, Ind. on the Frantz family although my Frantz lineage is a 
different one from hers. She has mentioned to me your interest in 
the genealogy of the Frantz family, and recognizing that my branch 
does not seem to be onthat is well recorded, I decided to send to 
you this narrative of what I know about it. Mrs. Fratt suggested 
that you might be interested in it. 

My research has led me to the immigrant, Judwig Frantz, who 
arrived 5 October 	Philadelphia, on the ship Towflerid. His 
home country and village are not yet known to me, except that he 
was with 231 Palatines. He proceeded to Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania where he married Elizabeth Everlin in the Moravian church in 
Lititz in  &VXIJO  Their s6ñT (Johannes) Ludwig, born in 1747, marr- 
ied Margar- 	Margaretha) Shellenberger in the Holy Lutheran Church 
of Lancaster in 1770. This Ludwig was in the Lancaster militia dur- 
ing the Revolution. A son, Johannes, was born in 1773. By 1791, 
the family had moved to Northumberland (now Union) County, Pa. in 
the Buffalo Creek area. Sometime after 1800, son Johannes and his 
brother, Jacob are recorded as arriving with other German/Swiss 
families from Pennsylvania in the (now) Seneca County area of New 
York on the west bank of Lake Seneca, settling a locale to be call- 
ed Fayette (just south of Waterloo). Ludwig (now Lewis)died in 
t805. John Frantz before !0O had married Elizabeth Sierrer in Un- 
ion County. John established a mill in Seneca County and died in 
1826. His son, John S., continued the mill operation until his 
death in 1854. His widow, Jane Blakeney Frantz, was left with 5 
sons, two of them, Minors: Washington, Warren, Barton, Norman and 
Lewellyn, the latter my grandfather, born in 1832. Lewellyn went 
to Washington County, Indiana (Salem) sometime after that, enlisted 
in a Kentucky cavalry militia unit (Union) and returned after the 
Civil War to Salem where he married

' 
Mary Ellen Mobley. There my 

father, Claude Burton Frantz, was born. In 1881, the family moved 
to Tayor County (Bedford), Iowa except for widow Jane who joined 
a sister in South Bend (where she died). My father married Ruth 
Weidner, a daughter of Litteer/Weidner 1ineagefrQm Sussex County, 
New Jersey. I and my brothers, Philip and Clifford were born in Iowa. 

I believe my data to be reasonably accurate although as you well 
know p±cise records cannot always be located. Possible complica-
tions have been records of another John Frantz in the Northumberland/ 
Union County area and also a Ludwig Frantz who fought with the Ber±cs 
County militia in the Revo1ition, neither of which can I unequivo-
cably isolate from this lineage. 

If any of this information on my intz family is of interest to you, 
I can send you more detailed data. Likewise, may I ask you to send 
me any information that you have acquired that may bear on this line. 
Thank you for your interest. 	I 

Sincerely, 

~a 4ulo'~ iy'~ g6 ~ 
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Paul M. Frantz 
4933 Buckhorn Road S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24014 

3 October 1988 

Dear Evelyn: 

I recently received some Frantz family infor-

mation which may be of interest to you. I enclose 

letters from correspondents of mine and excerpts 

from two books. 

I continue on my sev.rch for the German vill-

age of my ancestor, Ludwig (Ship Townsend, 1737) 

and recently I placed an inquiry in a German gen-

ealogical magazine concerning his emigration. 

Do pou know of Lorraine Frantz Edwards in 

Lancaster who is seeking Frantz data? I suspect 

that she is preparing a book for publication as 

she has asked for information on my family (whch' 

I have not sent to her) but will not exchange any 

with me. 

Sincerely, 

Paul M. Frantz 
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FRANTZ FAMILY- UNION COUNTY,PA. 

Dursbach's Luthern church 	-Fam.Tree 

JACOB & ANNA MARIA FRANTZ had VERONICA b 4 Jan.1807 
sponsors-JOHN & ELIZABETH FRANTZ. 

JOHN & ELIZABETH FRANTZ had Elizabeth b.1809 

JadoW4 AfthaMaria -sponsors for Jacob,son of John & 
Catherine Gunn ( or Gann) Fam.Tree 

Early Pa.Births by Fisher 	 2 

Dreisbach's Luthern & Reformed Ch.records-1774-1822-trans.from Germ. 
This ch. in Union Co.Pa- in beautiful Bufallo Valley-midway 
between Lewisburg & Mifflinburg-settlers as early as 1771-
first bapt.in  1774. 

Jacob & Anna Maria Frantz- had Veronica I-4-1807.Sp.John & Eliz.Frantz 

John & Elizabeth Frantz -had Elizabeth b.1809,bapt.6-II-1809(no sp.named 

Stephen & Maria Barbara Frantz-had Ludwig b•9-I-1806-parents sponsors. 
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• ft._ 	 Early Pa.Births by Fisher 	 2 

Dreisbach's Luthern & Reformed Ch.records-1774-1822-trans.from Germ. 
This ch. in Union Co.Pa- in beautiful Bufallo Valley-midway 
between Lewisburg & Mifflinburg-settlers as early as 1771-
first bapt.in  1774. 

Jacob & Anna Maria Frantz- had Veronica I-4-1807.Sp.John & Eliz.Frantz 

_John & Elizabeth Frantz -had Elizabeth b.1809,bapt.6-II-1809(no sp.named 

Stephen & Maria Barbara Frantz-had Ludwig b.9-I-I806-parents sponsors. 



FRANTZ FAMILY-SYDER COUNTY,PA. 

Snyder County formed 1855 from part of Union Co-Union Co 
formed 1813 from part of Northumberland Co-Northumberland Co 
formed March 22,1772,from parts of Lancaster,Cumberland,Berks, 
Bedford and Northampton counties. 

"Early Pennsylvania Marriages" by Fisher: 1675 to 1855 
Micheal Frantz & Susanna had dau. 

Abagail born Nov.22,1802-sponsors-Stephen &Abagail Goer]. 
(other Frantz in this record-not copied.) 

Same ref. as above-1n -S-nyder COUnuy-rAL ii9w's(Rau ts) Salem Luthern 
ch. in Penn twp--early reconls in LTerman-- 

Michael & Susanna Frantz had Abigail b.11-22-1801 
Sp:Stephen & Abagail Goerl 


