
Anabaptist World 
On Tuesday, October 16, Donald B. 

Kraybill and C. Nelson Hostetter, coauthors 
of the newly released Anabaptist World 
USA, will speak at Mellinger Mennonite 
meetinghouse, 1916 Lincoln Highway East, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Open to the public, 
the 7:00 pm meeting is cosponsored by the 
Historical Society and the Mennonite 
Information Center. 

Copies of Anabaptist World USA and 
Kraybill's On the Backroad to Heaverr-
focused on Old Order Amish, Mennonites, 
Hutterites, and Brethren—will be available for 
sale and autographing. The authors will par-
ticipate in a question-and-answer time with 
the audience. 

Anabaptist World USA assembles all the 
pieces of the Anabaptist puzzle in the 
United States for the first time. Anchored on 
a database of 5,400 congregations, the book 
provides an authoritative overview of more 
than sixty Amish, Brethren, Hutterite, and 
Mennonite groups. 

Interpretative essays, helpful charts, 
maps, graphs, photographs, group profiles, 
state-by-state summaries, and the first-ever 
comprehensive directory of all Anabaptist 
congregations make this the standard, turn-
of-the-century reference on Anabaptist 
groups in the United States. The back of the 
book contains a useful dirctoiy of congrega-
tions. 

Kraybill and Hostetter trace the origins 
of the Anabaptist movement and relation-
ships between Anabaptist groups. They 
describe common convictions as well as the 
colorful diversity. This guide will assist schol-
ars, leaders, and members of the described 
communities as well as others who want an 
accessible introduction to the Anabaptist 
world in the United States. 

Hostetter works with the Anabaptist/ 
Mennonite Statistics Project. He compiled 
Anabaptist Mennonites Nationwide, USA. 
Kraybill is professor of Sociology and 
Anabaptist Studies at Messiah College where 
he formerly served as provost. He is author 
or editor of more than fifteen books and 
dozens of articles. 

Wenger 
(continued from page 1) 

long hours to the Society and was involved 
in all its details. She was very accommodat-
ing and helpful to staff and visitors. 

A list of her accomplishments in the 
past twenty-five years includes the follow-
ing: 

1. Started Pennsylvania Mennonite 
Heritage magazine, the Mirror and 
the Bookworm Frolic. 

2. Founded the membership of the 
Society, which now totals over 2,800 
members. 

3. Worked with the membership com-
mittee, which plans educational 
activities such as field trips, seminars, 
and public lectures. 

4. Carried out a two-million-dollar fund 
drive, which enlarged the Society's 
building to more than double its orig-
inal size. 

5. Edited and published a number of 
books for the Society. 

6. Enlar&ed  the staff from four. 	per- 

7. In 	 't froni about 
1976 to almost $500,000 

today. 

Carolyn's work 	not finished. As 
archivist she will sort thugh boxes of his-
torical materials to catalog d make them 
available to researchers. She  vili  also catalog 
artifacts and use them to create museum 
exhibits. 

In her humble manner she gives credit 
to the staff, board and volunteers for the 
Society's growth and development, but  in 
my opinion, the driving force was Carolyn 
Wenger. 

Froschauer Bible 
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due in part to the clear type, pictorial deco-
rations, and layman's language. In the 
course of time several editions were reprint-
ed. The 1536 edition came to be in great 
demand for its faithful translation. After it 

became rare, it was reprinted in 1744 in 
Strasbourg. Both of these editions and oth-
ers will be on display at the meeting. 

Born in Zurich, Dr. Leu since 1990 has 
headed the central library in Zurich with its 
approximately 500,000 old imprints before 
1900. He studied history, church history, 
and medieval Latin at the Universities of 
Zurich, Frankfurt, and Heidelberg. He wrote 
his Ph.D. thesis on theologian Conrad 
Gessner (1516-1565) at the Institute for the 
History of Reformation in Switzerland. 

During his career he has authored near-
ly forty publications about different topics of 
the early modern period, including five that 
have already appeared on the history of the 
Swiss Anabaptists and three more in prepa-
ration. He is preparing a special room on 
Anabaptist history at the museum in 
Schleitheim and is a member of a commit-
tee preparing an exhibition to commemo-
rate the 500th anniversary of Heinrich 
Bullinger's (1504-1575) birth in 2004. He 
also teaches book history to students of 
library-science. 

Officers' Election 
December 3, 2001 

Historical Society members will elect 
two officers for two-year terms at their 
December 3 quarterly meeting. Members 
should mail or bring their ballots, as no addi-
tional ballots will be issued at the meeting. 
Absentee ballots must be received no later 
than December 1. 

Samuel E. Wenger, retired science 
teacher at Warwick High School in Lititz, Pa., 
and current membership vice president, also 
taught at Manheim Central High School. He 
hQds a B.A. from Goshen College and an 
Ed.M. from Temple University. He serves on 
the exutive committee of the Wenger-
Winger-Wanger Reunion Association. He is 
a member f the Akron, Mennonite Church 
and enjoys  spaI:ts,  computers, genealogy, 
and photograp 

J. Dale Ian 	I Lititz, Pa., is employed 
as a real estate salesman and is current 
membership treasurer. He graduated from 
Lancaster Mennonite High School and holds 
memberslTTp at Living vvatei -Mennonite 
Fellowship, Stevens, Pa. He is also a member 
of the Society's finance committee. He par- 
ticipates in the Warwick area Citizens 
Against Pornography. He enjoys traveling 
and bird watching. 

Election Ballot 

I affirm the Nominating Committee's choice 
of the two persons below for a two-year 
term as follows: 

Samuel E. Wenger, Vice President 
LIIIYes 	EIIIINo 

J. Dale Landis, Treasurer 
El Yes El No 

Absentee ballots should be received by 
the Nominating Committee, 2215 Millstream 
Road, Lancaster, PA 17602-1499, no later 
than December 1. 

Fatt2001 Seminar Regtson form 	-- 

Enclosed is a total of $ 	fo,the following seminars: 

Back to the Mother Ship: Research in Chester County, Pennsylvania, October 13 
- Soiety members at $8.00 per person 
	Nonmembers at $10.00 per person 

Genealokal Research at the Lancaster Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Branch 
Library What's Available? October 20 

- Society members at $8.00 per person 
- Nonmembers at $10.00 per person 

Helen Hess Photo Preservation Seminar, October 27 
- Society members at $8.00 per person 
- Nonmembers at $10.00 per person 

When Johnny Comes Marching Home: Your Civil War Ancestor, November 3 
- Society members at $8.00 per person 

Nonmembers at $10.00 per person 

Name(s) 	 Phone 

Address 	  

	 ZIP 	  

Send check, payable to Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, to Lola M. Lehman, 2215 Millstream Road, Lancaster, 
PA 17602-1499. Phone: (717) 393-9745. 



The December 3 meeting of the 
Historical Society will feature author and 
educator John L. Ruth speaking on "Makers 
of the Lancaster Conference Tradition." 
Open to the public, this quarterly meeting of 
the Society will convene on Monday, 
December 3 at 7:30 pm at Weaverland 
Mennonite Church. 

Ruth has selected thirty-four people 
who, in his view, deserve this characteriza-
tion. He will provide details of each individ-
ual's personality, explain the issues of the 
day and describe the personal impact of 
each person. Of the leaders, nine were born 
in Europe, half of them were bishops, sever-
al were deacons, and others, including 
women, were not ordained. The primary 
focus will be on those leaders who func-
tioned before the 20th century. Ruth will 
treat the more recent personalities more 
briefly. 

All of these men and women appear, of 
course, in the forthcoming history, The Earth 
Is the Lord's: A Narrative History of the 
Lancaster Conference. Published by Herald 
Press in conjunction with the Lancaster 
Mennonite Historical Society, this book will 
make its own mark on the Lancaster 
Conference tradition. Ruth's new book will 
be released in mid-October. 

Ruth completed his bachelor's degree 
at Eastern College in 1956 and his doctorate 
in English at Harvard University in 1968. 
From 1962 to 1976 he taught literature at 
Eastern. In addition to teaching, Ruth has 
served as pastor for the Salford Mennonite 
congregation, has-produed- fllm& -  on The-
Amish and Hutterites, and has written many 

John L. Ruth 

bwov 
books including the long-awaited, forth-
coming title on the history of the Lancaster 
Conference. 

John and his wife, Roma, make their 
home in the Lower Salford community. They 
have three children and nine grandchildren. 

The Earth Is the Lord's 
A Narrative History of the 

Lancaster Mennonite Conference 
By John L. Ruth 

Available This Month 
This is our story! 

Nearly 1400 pages with 23 maps 
and many photographs 

Order your copy now 
Call (717) 393-9745 

Froschauer Bible 
Dr. Urs B. Leu, deputy head of the Old 

and Rare Book Department of the Central 
Library of Zurich, Switzerland, will lecture on 
"The Significance of the Froschauer Bible in 
the Anabaptist Movement." Open to the 
public, the session will convene at the 
Historical Society on Monday, October 22, 
7:00 p.m. 
—+-le vilf-provide an -overviLuf 	ti on 	 
gin, history, and spread of the Froschauer 
Bibles with a special view of their relation-
ship to Anabaptist history. Attendees will 
have opportunity to ask questions at the end 
of the presentation. Also, the Society will 
display some of the Froschauer Bibles 
brought to Pennsylvania by European 
Mennonite emigrants who settled in 
Lancaster County. 

Christoph Froschauer's Bibles and 
Testaments were originally reprints of 
Luther's translation but were altered in word 
order and vocabulary and occasionally in the 
text itself. Operating in Zurich, Switzerland, 
Froschauer began producing Bibles at least 
as early as 1524 and as late as 1589. He 
issued a complete translation of the entire 
Bible several years before Luther's complete 
Bible appeared. 

Especially among the Anabaptists the 
first editions of the Froschauer Bible were 
greatly appreciated. Their popularity was 

(continued on page three) 	- 

Carolyn C. Wenger 

A Tribute to 
Carolyn C. Wenger 

By Henry Benner, 
Chairman of the Board 

Carolyn Wenger recently resigned as 
director of the Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society after twenty-five years of 
dedicated service. She will continue to work 
at the Society as archivist and museum cura-
tor. 

I think Carolyn's path to becoming 
director is a fascinating story. After graduat-
ing from college, she taught English at 
Lancaster Mennonite High School for three 
years and one year at Eastern Mennonite 
College (now University). For a summer job 
in 1967 she worked at the Historical Society. 
That changed everything. History, which she 
previously considered boring, now became 
her passion. Carolyn left the classroom and 
worked five years at the Society before 
becoming director in 1976. 

She took over a small historical society 
and with vision and determination devel-
oped it into an extensive educational and 

not her job, but her life. Carolyn devoted 
(continued on page three) 
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