


-9-

| Abraham Denlinger
Jzise Zoaea {(in brown)

Abraham Denlinger was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania August 4,

1806, son of Abraham and Anna (Neff) Denlinger.1 His parents died when he

was quite young and he lived with his grandfather until he was seventeen.

Subsequently, for several years he learned the blacksmith trade from Amos

Cooper near Lancaster and farmed. ''Being dissatisfied with the opportunities

offered to young men in that section,”2 he came to Ohio with his brother John3

in 1831 to survey the situation.4 They liked what they saw and together they

bought 278 1/2 acres of land from Peter Dietrich, executor of the will of

Daniel Jacobs,5 in Section 1 of Madison Township.

On May 10th of 1832 he was married by George Olinger to Margaret Miller,6

daughter of Daniel and Susan (Bowman) Miller and a native of Montgomery County.

The next year (1833) his brother John married Sarah Miller, Margaret's sister.

In October of 1832 the two brothers divided their land with Abraham re-

taining 139 1/2 acres.7 Margaret signed her name to the joint deed. Here about

1837 the couple built a large brick two-story home where they lived for the rest

of their lives. This house is still standing today in very good repair with

N

The biographical information for this chapter is taken from Beers, pp. 319-
20; Drury, Vol. 2, pp. 826-27; Conover, Frank, ed. Centennial Portrait and
Biographical Record of the City of Dayton and of Montgomery County, Ohio

(A.W. Bowen and Compaﬁy, 1897) hereinafter referred to as Conover, pp. 1086-
87.

Beers, p. 319.

Elsie Denlinger McNelly, "The John Denlinger Family Tree." Two other bro-
thers immigrated west also. Henry settled near Union City, Indiana and
Martin in Enon, Ohio, marrying Sarah Funderburg. I do not know the dates

of their arrivals.

Beers gives the date (on p. 319) as 1832, but that is in error. The joint
deed signed by both brothers is dated Sept. 8, 1831.

Montgomery County, Ohio, Office of the Recorder, Deed Records, Book Q, p. 26.
Hereinafter referred to as Deed Records.

Montgomery County, Ohio, Probate Court Records, Marriage Records, Book B,

p. 60. Hereinafter referred to as Marriage Records.

Deed Records, Book Q, p. 28.
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access off Basore Road. A recent tour of the home given to us by the present
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Allbright, revealed lovely walnut and ash floors and
woodwork, much of the original hardware on the doors and spacious, high-ceilinged
rooms. The exterior has been covered with stucco necéssitated by the porousness
of the handmade bricks. Much modernizing and remodeling has been done, but the
original plain charm of the house remains intact.

Other land was acquired over the years until Abraham Denlinger owned 400
acres of Madison Township.

Abraham Denlinger put his talent as a blacksmith and an inventive mind
together and produced a wire hay rake, the first in the county. This being very
successful, he made and sold between five and six thousand of them over the years.

He was '"noted for his strength of character and decisive opinions on all

the leading questions of the time."8

This sounds as though he might have been
stubborn and opinionated! Strength of character he must have had because Beers
tells how he cured himself of dropsy by a regular cold water treatment continued
over three years.9 He retained his fidelity to the Society of Friends until the
end of his life although his wife and children were deyout Dunkers. Although
never a Quaker himself, he attended meeting at a Friends' Meeting House on the
southeast corner of Little York Road and Peters Pike in Butler Township.10
Abraham and Margaret Denlinger had seven children: John W., Daniel, Abra-
ham A., David, Israel, Mary and Joseph. Of these only four reared families of
their own. Of John W., more later. Daniel was born November 28, 1834 but no

11

more is known of him. Abraham A., born February 25, 1836 married twice

(first to Sarah Garber, second to Anna Bowman), raised thirteen children and

8. Conover, p. 1087.

9. Beers, p. 319.

10. Interview with Hugh Albright, November 9, 1974.

11. All dates of Abraham Denlinger's children are from "Israel Denlinger
Family' by Mrs. Bauman.
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died December 31, 1897. One of these children, Edgar Garber Denlinger
became a lawyer and prosecuting attorney for Montgomery County. David,
PexeTr's Mick MAY,

born March 28, 1838, was killed at Attamta, Georgia in -Deeember 1864, serv-

ing with the Union Army. Israel, born June 7, 1840, married Mary Garber,

a sister of Sarah (Abraham A.'s first wife) and died February 13, 1917.

A genealogy of the Israel Denlinger family has been compiled by Mrs.

Bauman. Mary Ann was born September 14, 1843 and died June 20, 1919. She

married Amos Hyre and reared a large family. Of the youngest son, Joseph,

nothing is known. |

John W., the eldest of Abraham Denlinger's children, was born April 9,

1833. He married Anna Christian, daughter of Samuel and Mary Colclessor

Christian (q.v.) on February 18, 1858. They became parents of thirteen

children, the-gizgégigf whom was Dean E. Denlinger's grandfather, Leroy

Denlinger. John W. Denlinger located in the northwest quarter of Section

1, Madison Township and rebuilt the house there which had formerly been owned

by Casper Beck.12 The house was torn down and rebuilt using much of the

same materials when Leroy was approximately ten years old or about 1883.13

This house and outbuildings are still standing but are in bad repair. -The
-land is now-owned—by-Good-Samaritan Hospital-which-is-building-a-large com-
plex of buildings-for-elderly-people-nearby—so-the—days—of the house are
=probably-—numbered. The home can easily be seen on the corner of Westbrook

Road and Denlinger Road.

The families of the Denlinger brothers, being double first cousins and

living on adjoining farms, grew up very intimately together. They attended

school in a building on the corner of what is now Shiloh Springs Road and

12. Deed Records, Book Up, p. 542.
13. Recollection of Dean E. Denlinger from hearing his grandfather tell of it.
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Denlinger Road. They married and kept in close touch while rearing their
families. They all were nurtured in the German Baptist faith but when the
division of the church occurred in 1881, John W. Denlinger's family was the
only one to stay with the Church of the Brethren.14 The children of John
and Sarah Denlinger went with the Old Orders as did Israel Denlinger and
Mary Ann Hyre, John W.'s brother and sister. Abraham A. Denlinger was never
a member of the Dunker church.!® The bitter feelings engendered by the
split in the church manifested themselves within the family group and the
close ties of years were severed. Never again did the John W. Denlinger
family visit in the homes of their cousins and subsequent generations grew
up not knowing their Denlinger relatives.

Margaret Miller Denlinger died on April 5, 1863 and in 1865, Abraham
was married again to Eliza Linville of Pennsylvania. He lived for another
twenty-eight years, dying on September 25, 1893. He and Margaret are buried

in Ehrstine Cemetery on Olive Road in Madison Township. Of the second Mrs.

Denlinger, I know nothing more. lHiz 3 gLUU;dt - fg&idiz;“b /
har gt e orve o beck o b Fmed

14. The Church of the Brethren was not so named until 1908, but this name
will be used for purposes of differentiation between the parent church
and the effsshoet 0ld German Baptist Brethren (or 0ld Orders.)

15, Interview with Cecil Denlinger Wagoner, November 17, 1974. Beers says
(p. 320) that he was a member of a Lodge. This was strictly against
the beliefs of the Dunker church. He could not have belonged to both.

k)
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JOHN DENL INGER was born on June 14,

County, Fa,.

to Abraham I
(Funk—-Neff) Denlinger

(9/26/7/1776-5/4/1813) and Anna

€2/3/71780-10/28/18161.

1803 in Lancaster

John’s mother died in 1816 when she was just 26 years
ald.  She had 11 children

when she died,

and only 4 years old when her

y the youngest one was 1 year

John’s father died in 1819 at age 42.

This is purely speculation, but I imagine that the

oldest daughters:

their father

We don’t have a date of marriage for Elizabeth,

old
father died.

two

Elizabeth (1&8) and Barbara (14) helped
seep bhe family together wuntil he died.

she may

have married before her fathers death, but Barbara was mar-—
ried after his death.

John received from his father’s will: His small new
chest and one equal eleventh part from sale of property.

ABFEAHAM T % ANNA DENLINGER'S CHILDREN

BROEN MARRIED AGE ORFHANED

1. ELIZABETH 1800 Jacoh Musser 13 years

2. BARBARA 180z George LeFever 17 years

3. CHRISTIAN 1803 Arma Wol f 16 years
Elizabeth ar

4.  HENREY 1805 Lydia Fesh 14 vears
Margaret or

3. ABRAHAM 1806 Febecca 13 years

&.  MANCY 1308 John Heller 11 years

7.  JOHN 1809 Sarah Miller 10 years

5. HETTIEC(ESTHER) 1810 John Kaohr Y years

. SUSANNA 181z Abraham Fohrer 7 years

19.  MARTIN 1813 Sarah Funderburg & years

1. Christina 18135 Damiel Mcockillips 4 years

I havern’t found out where these children were raised
after their parents deaths. It is believed Abrabham II was in

a RQuaker homes.




County,
Margaret

money from their

ship by Sguire 3.

tler of Daytond.

Westwood.

1. SUSANNAH

2. IBAAC

2. JOHM M.

4. DANIEL

S. JACOBR

£. MARY ANN

7. SAMUEL

8. LYDIA AMN

= INFANT

10, JOSEFH

11. HENRY

12,  SARAH ANN
John and Sarah

Mary Ann (lLandis?

John, age 221,

It is gquite possible that John_and Abraham used the
inheritance to come to Ohio.

(Febeccal

2y met and married sisters.

and Abraham II, age 24, came to Montgomery
Ohic around 1830. Th
and Sarah Miller.

John _and Sarah were married 4/14/1832 in Harvison Town-

Olinger.

Sarah was the daughter o

John was 67 years old when S8arah died.
MNeff of Lan

Daniel owne

f Darmiel Miller (an early set-
d mast of what iz now known as

JOHN AND SARAH DENL INGER'S CHIL DREN

BOEN MARFIED CHILDREEN
1834-131¢6 Benjamin Brubaker 7
183&6-1310 Diannah Frantz 7
1858-1318 Susan Beeghley 1z
18401321 Elizabeth Studebaker 7
1842-1890 Sarah Studebaker 4
1344-1328 John Thiomas 4
184613032 Catherine Longenecker 10
13481888 Owern Montgomery <
18530~-1850

18511308 Margaret Meff 4
18532-1853

1855-13893 Herry Filbrun <4

hads: &
(See

Both John and Sarah are

Cemetery near the Salem Mall,

Grandchildren

names on pages 4 % 350
Great Grandochildren
tthat I have record of)

caster, Fa.

He later married

hburied in the Lower Stillwater

Daytorm, Ohioc.




I have listed John % Sarah's Children again with the
their Children (John % Sarah's &4 Grandcochildren).

names of

SUSANNAH DENL INGER
(First Child of John & Sarah Denlinger)
Marvied: Benjamin Brubaker

Sarah Brubaker (1857-13941) m NMNicholas Crist 3
Jonathan A Brubaker (1853-1349) m Betty Martin =
Martha Brubaker (18&81-1344 m Eobert Meador =

m Noah Spitler
Elizabeth Brubaker (1BEE~1350) m Jackson Brubaker &

Feter Brubaker (1863-1348) m Vannie Mettler &
Henry Brubaker (1872-1348) m Ida Alice Feters 9

Mary Ann Brubaker (1876-13232) m Sam Brubaker z

Children

Children

Children

Children

Children

Zhildren

Children

ISAAC DENL INGER
tSecond CThild of John & Sarah Denlinger)
Married: Diannah Frant:zs

Mary or
Benjamin Denlinger {1839-1349) m (Mollied)Richardson 2

Sarah Denlinger (18&1-1338) m GHeorges Mumma &
Henry Denlinger (18&Z-1323) m Lydia Brubaker S
Danmizl Denlinger (18&7-1344) m Fasella Landis 1
m Mary Alice Garst 12

A

Ezra Denlinger (18&7-~1343) m Lucy Wenger 1
Fervry Denlinger (1871-1305! m Dora Flepinger a

Fhndrew Denlinger (1873-1331) m Bertha Whitehead g
m Emma Filbrunm

Susan Eichelberger (1878-193173 m Edwin Hyre a2
tLived with the Isaac Denlinger family
from about 10 yrs old until she was marr ied)

Children
Children
Children
ChHild
Children
dopted
Child
Children

Children




JOHN M. DENL INGER

(Third Child
Married:

of John
Susan Beeghley

% Sarah Denlinger)

David Denlinger( ) m Mary Neher Z Children
Sarah J. Denlinger(1861-1341) m Cornelius Meher 2 Children
Busan Denlinger (1863-1340) m Jacob H. Flora S Children
Joseph Denlinger (1864-1340) m Hettie Mohler 7 Children
Mary Denlinger (18&&-1880)

Martha Denlinger (18&8-1880)

Moses Denlinger (18693-1330) m Cora Beachler 8 Children
Aaron Denlinger (1871-194%) m Sadie Wenrick & Children
Lydia Denlinger (1873-1330) m Charles Etter 4 Children
Amos Denlinger (1876-1876&)

Edward Denlinger (1877-1880)

Monvoe Denlinger (1878 7 m Alice Hill 14 Children

DANIEL DENL INGER
tFourth Child of Johm % Sarah Denlinger)
Married: Elizabeth Studebaker

MNarmcy Denlinger (1864-18&4)

Samuel Denlinger (1866-1334) m CZharlotte Beinhauwesr 2 Children
Jezse Denlinger (1868-1340) m Mary (Ozias S CThildren
Ira Denlinger (1870-1356&) m Emma Brubaker S Children
Harvey Denlinger (18721947 m Clara Aukerman & Children
Albert Denlinger (1873-1955) m Sylvia Eaksr 32 Children
Emma Denlinger (188Z2-1366) m George Wenger %'Children




JACOB DENL INGER
tFifth Child of John & Sarah Denlinger)
Marryied: Sarah Studebaker

Benjamin Denlinger (1867-1889
Martha Denlinger (18&9~1873)
Nannie Denlinger (1873-13922)

Charles 5. Denlinger (1B7&-1879)

Bertha Denlinger (1880-1933) m Charles Eidemiller 3 Children

MAREY ANN DENL INGER
(Sixwth Child of John & Sarah Denlinger)
Marvisd: Jzhn B. Thomas

Lizzie Thomas (1880-1316) m Milton Garber 2 Children
Susie Thomas (1882~ 3 m Cora Sarber 2 Children
Jesse Thomas (1884- J m Mary Lavy 2 Children
Jaohn Thomas 12885~ 3 m Mazy Edna Hpke 2 Children

SAMUEL DENL INGER
tSeventh Child of John & Sarah Denlinger?
Married: Catherine Longenechker

Izaac Demlinger (1878-194&) m Bertha Hunsaker & Children
John & Denlinger (1873-1334) m Mary Ada Finehart & Children
Sarah Denlingesr (1881-1%934) m Charlesz Hurnsaker S Children
Mahala Denlinger (18B2-13303 m Samuel J.T.Lahman 2 Children
Fosa Denlinger (1884 K m Clarence Black 3 Children
Wesley Denlinger =-1343) m fAda Miller 2 Children
Mavy Denlinger (1820-1327) m John Spahr 2 Children
Ida Denlinger (1893Z- b m Ira Jacob Garber 2 Children
William Denlinger (1834-1350)m Gertrude Carter 2 Children

Amelia Denlinger (1896- 3



LYDIA DENL INGER
tEighth CThild of Jobhn & Sarah Denlinger)
Married: Owen Montgomery

Mary Mantgomery (1878-1318) m James Harman

(1]

Children

John Montgomery (1880-188112

Bertha Montgomery (188%-1312)m Charles Flath 2 Children
Albert Montgomery (1886-1322)m Leona Ullery & Children

BABY INFANT DENL INGER
tNinth Child of Jobhn & Sarah Denlinger?

JOSEFPH H. DENLINGER
{Tenth Child of John % Sarah Denlinger)
Married: Margaret MNeff

Mary J Denlinger (1874—-1310) m Jesse Flaory S Children
Althea Denlinger (1877-13133
Albert Denlinger (1880-1848)m Viola FRinehart 1 Child

Elizabeth Denlinger (1887- 3

HENRY DENL INGER
(Eleventh Child of John & Sarah Denlinger?
Died whern he was 4 months old

SARAH ANN DENL INGEFRE
tTwel fth Child of John % Sarah Denlinger)
Marvied: Henvy Filbrun

Jesse Filbrun (18811329 m Anna Hasore S Children
Ferry Filbrum (1384~ 3 m Effie Mohler 2 Children
Ida Mag Filbrunmd<l1831l- 3oom Henry W Garber 4 Children
Evertf Filbrum ¢1900-1351) m Nora Etter 3 Children

m Evelyn M Garber = Thildren




