
Mr. and Mrs. EMSON ROOT (MAE) 

  

Mae Neher and Emerson Root were married on 
June 1, 1918. They, with Mae's twin sister 
Maude, were the first couples to be married 
in the McFarland Church of the Brethren, in 
a double ceremony. 

  

 

Mae was the daughter of Lottie and William 
Neher. Emerson was the son of William E. and1  
Anna Blickenstaff Root. Emerson was born in 
Indiana. Mae is a native daughter of 
California. They began their married life 
on a twenty-acre farm, raising grapes, corn 
and barley. After five years, they moved 	I 
their little three-room home south of town 
to a 40-acre place; adding 40 acres more. 
After several years 30 acres were planted to 
fruit trees--apricots, peaches and plums. 
Cotton and alfalfa were also raised. 

They built on this place a 4 bedroom addition two-storey house where they raised four 
children--two girls and two boys. The oldest son, Robert and wife Viola live in McFarland 
and their youngest daughter Lois and three children. Charlotte, with her husband Henry 
and two sons, lives in Wasco, California. Herbert, the youngest son, is a minister. His 
wife and three children are with him in a Dastorate in St. Joseph, Missouri, at the 
present time. 

Emerson has always enjoyed pounding nails, so has built a number of houses. He helped 
to build the "Blickenstaff Homes" on the McFarland Church of the Brethren property, 
where their large church is located. It is a beautiful church with many stained glass 
windows depicting the life of Christ. After retiring, he did many repair jobs at the 
church, and at the "Homes" on the property there. He has a wood lathe and has turned 
out many wooden candle holders and other attractive articles of wood. 

Mae has been a housewife all her married life. She loves gardening and kept up a large 
yard when younger, growing many different varieties of plants with a glass house and also 
a lath house to aid her efforts. For the oast 20 years she spent many hours working with 
African violets until she became a professional grower, winning ribbons and trophies at 
African Violet Shows. She served two terms as President and one year as Secretary of 
the Bakersfield African Violet Society. She also enjoyed sewing, making shirts, ties 
and Dants for her husband and dresses for herself and granddaughters. Ceramics, at one 
time, were her interest. She has made lace dolls anc' many other interesting pieces. 

They were members of the McFarland Church of the Brethren, serving as deacons for many 
years. Mae was active in church work, leading singing for a number of years, was organist 
and also pianist when younger. In later years, she served the Ladies Aid as President. 
Much work was done for Relief, such as tying comforts, rolling bandages, and repairing 
used clothing. She also taught children in the church school. 

Now the time has come to move into a retirement home at Hillcrest, after living 60 years 
at McFarland, and 50 years in their home. K' lovèly'Farewèll Party was given by the church 
and on November 15, 1973,  they moved into their new home at 2648 Mountain View Drive, 
there they expect to enjoy many pleasant years. 
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