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This is a continuing story of a large and 
widely scattered family. 	Our new 916 page 
book is beautifully bound in red buckram and 
is professionally printed on off—white acid 
free paper. The text is printed in an 
easily—read type face and is amply 
interspersed with interesting photographs and 
family charts. Its carefully designed, 
durable dust jacket will provide the book 
protection against the environment. 

conditions that existed in Hagen—Solingen, 
Germany before the migration, provide 
background information which allows us to 
understand our ancestors and their homeland. 

C. Statistical data on the Studebaker 
Family that remained in Germany, and some 
of those who live there today, is provided 
also. 

D. A whole chapter has been devoted to 
the migration westward of the Studebaker 
family in America. 	This is a study of the 
family's movement from state to state through 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
the Dakotas, New Mexico, Oregon and 
California. 

E. A special feature of Volume II is the 
Tales and Traditions. 	This chapter tells 
many personal stories of human interest about 
family members, along with many well 
preserved pictures. 

F. Military records of many family 
Now that you know what the book looks members who served in the various branches of 

like, lets look at its contents. 	 the armed forces, are listed. These military 
records cover all eras, from the 

A. Volume II continues with newly 
received information from cousins not found 
in Volume I. Births, marriages, deaths etc, 
that have occurred in recent years. It 
follows up on basic genealogical data on 
family members published in Volume I in 1976. 

B. Articles describing the reasons for 
the massive emigration to America and the 

Revolutionary War through the Vietnam 
Conflict to the present time. 

The entire volume is indexed for easy 
access to statistical data. Besides being an 
outstanding genealogy reference to the 
Studebaker (and related) Family, this book 
will provide you with many hours and days of 
interesting and enjoyable reading. 

C 	 The Studebaker Family National Association 



Page 2 
	

The Studebaker Family 	 Fall 1986 

VOLUME II CARRIES ON THE WORK OF VOLUME I 

Soon after our first genealogy was in the hands of our 
family it was evident that there was still much lacking 
in the telling, even part, of the story of this large 
family. 

Plans were made to publish this continuing story 
.some day up ahead, possibly in ten years. 
Volume I had been received by our family with joy and 

approval. 
The first printing of 2,000 books was sold out by 1980 

and in 1981 700 more copies were printed. About 400 
copies are still available for $40.00 poet paid. 

Definite steps were made to assure that Volume II 
would be complete in itself without too much dependence 
om Volume I. 

It is realized however that in order to get the full 
story it would certainly be well for cousins to have the 
first book available. 

Many of those who worked on it and created its 
excellence are now gone. Alvin Faust, Marvin Studebaker, 
Gene Wierbach, Lela Eby have all died. Irene Miller is 
no longer active in our association. Walter Carlock, 
genealogist, took a partial hand and gave advice on 
Volume II. 

Ruth Studebaker, Secretary, and Emmert Studebaker, 
President, carried the main load of gathering, writing, 
editing and publishing. 

Emmert Studebaker and Ruth Studebaker,(Mrs Gene) have 
been working together with the family organization since 
1966. Neither are professionals, but having produced the 
"SF" newsletter, with the assistance of previous editors, 
have gained skills as evidenced in Volume II. 

If you do not have a copy of Volume I, do order one 
while they are still available. Over the years It will 
become more and more valuable. You may want to order one 
for each member of your family. 

WE CROSSED THE FINISH LINE 	JUST ABOUTHI 

As of this date we have mailed out, and/or handed out 
to cousins who have stopped by, 900 copies of Volume II, 
"The Studebaker Family in America, 1736-1986." 

Sales have been very good, but If the book had been 
here at the time of the reunion, more copies would have 
been sold and the association could have saved over 
thirteen hundred dollars in poetagel 

More and more letters are coming In expressing the 
appreciation of the family, for the size, the scope, and 
the excellence of this genealogy. See page 5 of this 
newsletter. 

Most of our membership Is now aware that as the 
manuscript grew from an estimated 600 pages to a total of 
916 pages, our costs grew proportionately. 	As cousins 
were advised at the reunion of our extra costs It was 
suggested that even though they were not obligated to do 
so, they might want to help with a donation. Many of them 
did. We are still receiving donations from understanding 
cousins. 	Some have sent $5.00 to $100.00. One cousin 
sent $500.00. 

The total cost of 1844 books came to $68,000.00. 
Sales to date amount to $27,000.00. All bills have been 
paid. $39,149.00 has been loaned to the association, no 
Interest charge. 	It will gradually be repaid as more 
books are sold. 

Since we would need to sell 950 more books at $40.00 
each, not post paid, It Is obvious that the book Is 
underpriced by about 15 or 20 . Pre—publication sales 

at $30.00 was a miscalculation here at our office having 
to do with the Items previously mentioned. Some cousins 
are still sending book orders for $30.00, even though we 

stated in the Spring "SF" newsletter that after the 
reunion the cost of the book would be $40.00. 

In order to pay off our loan it is necessary to 
increase our income. For the present, the price of Volume 
II will remain at $40.00 per book, the post paid feature 
is being removed and a charge of $2.50 will be added for 
the postage and handling. (Ohio cousins will need to add 
sales tax of $2.34.) 

It is well to remember that this is a bare bones 
price. 	For a book of this quality, scope and size in 
today's market the price would be at least $10.00 more. 

Numerous members ordered books for each of their 
children. The largest order was for 10 books. 

EDITORIAL ......WHY GENEALOGY" 

By Emmert Studebaker 

Some people work crossword puzzles. Some ladies 
crochet afghans, other people watch T V. Some guys and 
gals have a fixation for horse races, the stock market, 
archeology, astronomy, burglary, perpetual motion, 
alcohol. 

You name it and try to figure just how so many people 
get hooked on genealogy. Go back to basics and remember 
that probably, rating high on the misery scale, are those 
condemned to idleness, idle hands, idle minds. Anything 
staticto most of us, becomes an - unbearable sentence. 
Life is motion, activity, dreams and drives reaching for 
a sense of accomplishment. Mother nature gave us this. 
Take it, use it, understand it, revel in it. The sun 
will warm you, the stars will guide you, and most likely 
God will say, "this is as I planned." 

To those of us who grew up in families where concern 
and love was the order of each day, where family members 
knew their grandparents, where cousins were important, 
where a well balanced education included not only 
physical development but intellectual growth as well. 
Record keeping became a part of that education. 

Maybe the same challenge that beckons people to work 
crossword puzzles or read mysteries or become a 
detective, settle on a "student" be he 16 or 60, 
obsesses, excites and drives that person to trace the 
family record to "way back there and when." 

Is It worthwhile? The answer has to be emphatically, 
YES. 	To deny It Is to reject the value of history. 
Reviewing the personalities on ones family tree and 
background may, to a given extent, predict the 
probabilities ahead of his or her family. 

To the avid or amateur genealogist, the sense of 
creativity of personal satisfaction, of contributions to 
society, of accomplishment, Is the reward that he or she 
pursues. 

NO, WE DID NOT MISCOUNT  

If you have looked through your copy of Volume II, I'm 
sure you have noted there are 877 numbered pages, and at 
various times you may have read or heard us mention that 
there are 916 pages. There are 916. 

While proofreading the index it was discovered 200 
documents (biographies) were missing from the 8th 
generation, which the typesetters had overlooked. 	Since 

the pages were already numbered, and we wanted to have 
them where they belonged, It was decided to number the 
pages 317 a to 317 r for these "overlooked" biographies 
rather than list them in the back of the book. 

Also in Tales & Traditions, several articles were 
"overlooked" and they have 104 a & 104 b, 

Many problems occur in publishing a book this size. 

These were but a few and we apologize. 


