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The Studebaker Frontier Homestead is 
a personal project hobby that grew bit by 
bit and log house by log house. It is owned 
by Emmert and Jane Studebaker and was de-
veloped through their participation in the 
SFNA project of writing the Studebaker 
Family genealogy. 

The four log structures were moved and 
restored at this site beginning with the 
Britten Cabin which was started in 1969 and 
completing the last, the Abe Studabaker 
Trading Post, in 1978. 

Britten Studebaker homesteaded and 
moved his family to Kettle Falls, Wash-
ington in 1904. Britten was a fifth gener-
ation g. g. grandson of immigrant Heinrich. 

The John Studebaker Blacksmith Shop is 
a reproduction of his shop built at Ashland, 
Ohio in 1834 ( pictured on page 80 of "The 
Studebaker Family in America 1736_1976h1).  

The last four of his children were born at 
Ashland. He moved to South Bend, Indiana  

in 1849. There, in 185Z-56, his sons estab-
lished the H. & C. Studebaker Company, fore-
runner of the world's largest manufacturers 
of wheeled vehicles. This was the only firm 
of wagon makers that made a successful tran-
sition from horse drawn equipment to the man-
ufacturing of horseless carriages. The ma-
terial for the John Studebaker Blacksmith 
Shop came from an old, old house near Spring-
field, Ohio. 

The largest of the log houses is named 
for immigrant Peter. It was moved here from 
Covington, Ohio and completed in 1975. 

The Peter house and the Abe Studabaker 
Trading Post are made of oak. The Britten 
house is of tamarak logs in the main section 
and of Georgia pine in the lean-to. The John 
Studebaker Blacksmith Shop is built of poplar, 
a wood that's very durable in the weather. All 
the buildings have been treated with wood pre-
servative and all but the Trading Post have 
cedar shake roofs. 
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Except for the Britten house, 
much of the work performed in the re-
construction was done by high school 
junior and senior students under the 
very capable direction of Newel Casey, 
a sixth grade teacher.. Professional 
carpenters took over after the logs had 
been erected in place completing the 
buildings by adding roofs, doors, windows 
and floors. With proper maintenance 
these buildings will be serviceable for 
many many years to come. 

The Abe Studabaker Trading Post 
consists of two log houses joined in a T 
structure on a common foundation. They 

were brought here from the Greenville, Ohio area. Abe, a grandson of immigrant Peter, 
located his family near Greenville, in Darke County, in 1808. He built a large block 
house and a Trading Post. Abe dealt on a friendly basis with the Indians and provided 
valuable assistance to the U. S. Government during the time of the War of 1812. 

The Abe Studabaker Trading Post offers many small items for sale. Most of these i- 
tems, handcrafted by members of the Studebaker family, consist of needle work, weaving, 
knitting, wood working products, items made at the forge, books written by Studebaker 
cousins, paintings etc. We must mention that the hardware on the doors and windows was 
made by Emmert in the John Studebaker Blacksmith Shop. The rugs on the floors were 
hand woven by Jane Studebaker. 

Many cousins have donated heirlooms and family antiques to be displayed at the home - 
stead. Other antiques were purchased to be used wherever they seemed to fit in. We 
must mention that while these log buildings are not strictly authentic ( there is too much 
varnish and too many modern conveniences ) in all respects with the old original pioneer 
cabins, there is still so much of the old to thrill our visitors with a good view of what the 
old timers called home. 

The Peter house serves as a meeting place for local organizations that request the 
pleasure of its use, spending an evening or a day and a night. Such meetings average 
about two per week. Homemaker Clubs, senior citizens, genealogical societies, histor-
ical societies, wedding receptions, church boards, Boy Scout Court of Honor, Camp Fire 
girls and mothers clubs have all been here at one time or another. Six couples have spent 

their honeymoons in the Britten Cabin 
all at different times of course). 

The west room of the Trading Post 
has been officially designated as the 
SFNA headquarters. In it are housed 
our files, supplies, assorted records 
etc. Ruth Epler Studebaker, elected 
SFNA secretary in 1966, answers let-
ters to our cousins scattered through-
out the states and many foreign coun-
tries, mails out dues statements and 
membership certificates, fills book 
orders, compiles genealogical data, 
maintains the mailing lists, all this be-
sides typing the mock-ups and masters 
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for this Studebaker Family newsletter. She does all this 
working three days a week but will still find time to glad-
ly show you through the homestead complex. She will 
also look up records in our files on genealogy or will 
eagerly record data that you cousins may bring or send. 
This office, in a log house, is cozy, comfortable and ex-
tremely efficient. We are very fortunate to have a dedi - 
cated worker like Ruth. 

Numerous Studebaker cousins, traveling through, make 
it a point to stop and visit. All of you are most welcome. 
It helps a bit if you can notify us in advance, but if that 
doesn't suit, come anyway. 

We will mention that none of the three houses are oc-
cupied but are liveable the year round, being fully equip - 
ped with kitchens, beds, rocking chairs, baths, fire-
places, furnaces etc. Although no charge is ever made 
for the use of this Studebaker Frontier Homestead, some 
groups make donations to help defray the cost of utilities. 
We also wish to mention that while this complex is not 
open to the general public as a public attraction friends, 
neighbors and other interested folks are always welcome Ruth E. Studebaker,SFNA  Sec. 
to stop by for a tour. 

As to the future for this complex and its availability to the Studebaker family, plans 
are to continue it for the foreseeable future. 

Basically we hope that this group of old houses, the Trading Post and the Blacksmith 
Shop, all filled with beautiful antiques will serve as a focal point for thousands of cousins 
scattered from coast to coast and across the seas. We want it to represent something of 
what we believe in or should be the philosophy of our Pennsylvania Dutch ancestors, gen-
erosity, hospitality, integrity, industry and Reverence for God. 

Editor's addendum. The preceding story material was furnished by Emmert & Ruth. 
Your editor feels compelled to elaborate on the truly great heritage that is the Studebaker 
Frontier Homestead. Due to Emmert's t7pical modesty he omitted a few facts that I think 
are very noteworthy so I am taking the liberty to add a few items. 

Emmert conceived and built the complex strictly as a personal hobby. No SFNA funds 
were touched to build these historically valuable structures. While Emmert declines to 
reveal the cost of his project, it is known that many thousands of dollars, many thousands, 
went into completing this landmark. 

It should also be told that the John Studebaker Blacksmith Shop is a fully equipped work-
ing blacksmith shop. This was done because Emmert has another hobby; he is an accom-
plished blackcrnith. 

The Homestead complex is situated beside 
a park-like grove of beautiful trees, the site 
of our famed Studebaker Rock. The general 
appearance on receives as you approach is that 
you are entering a typical village from another 
age, residences, a trading post and a black-
smith shop. 

We will never be able to fully show our ap-
preciation to Emmert and Jane for what they 
have done for the entire Studebaker Farrily. 	 - -. 

Thank you Emmert and Jane. 	 The Peter Studebaker Cabin 


